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PREFACE. 



The little book here presented is an abridg- 
ment of the valuable and elaborate work of Mgr. 
George F. Dillon, D.D., written by that gentleman 
while on a visit to Genazzano. In this abridged 
form the work is brought within reach of the most 
slender purse, thus enabling all to learn the history 
of the miraculous picture. 

The Holy Father in writing to the Reverend 
author to acknowledge, and to thank him for, a 
copy of his book, was pleased to praise Mgr. Dil- 
lon's zeal in thus furthering devotion to the Virgin 
Mother, and expressed the hope that all who read 
this history of the miraculous picture of Genaz- 
zano would be moved to implore the help of the 
gracious Queen of Heaven for the welfare of the 
Church, especially in this day of many trials. 

Should the perusal of this little book contribute 
in ever so small a way towards making the Blessed 
Virgin, under the title of "Our Lady of Genaz- 
zano," still more loved and honored, it will have 
accomplished its purpose. 
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INTRODUCTION. 



The object proposed by the writer of this little 
compendium of Mgr. Dillon's valuable work on 
our Lady of Good Counsel, is to make known to 
its readers a beautiful devotion, which has been 
practised in Italy, as well as in some other Conti- 
nental countries, for many generations. 

There can be no doubt that the more widely the 
knowledge of it is spread amongst Catholics, the 
more eagerly will it be embraced and the more 
thoroughly will the value of it be appreciated. 

It is within a few miles of the city of Rome that 
it pleased God, more than four centuries ago, to 
cause a sanctuary in honor of Mary to arise, 
whither thousands flock, there to receive the 
countless blessings and graces, which under her 
title of The Virgin Mother of Good Counsel our 
Blessed Lady is ever ready to bestow on all those 
who have recourse to her shrine at Genazzano. 

That little town has been, amongst countless 
others, chosen by God Himself to be a sanctuary 
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enriched with supernatural favors so extraordinary 
that, except in the case of the Holy House of 
Loreto, no parallel is to be found for them in the 
history of the Church. More wonderful still, the 
very spot where the picture of Mary now reposes 
was once the scene of the foulest rites incidental 
to the worship of Venus, a goddess as vile and im- 
pure as the Blessed Virgin is chaste and immacu- 
late ; the Mother of fair love, of fear, of knowledge 
and of holy hope. 

The marvellous history, which in the following 
pages we have attempted to give, of the sacred 
picture and of its miraculous translation from 
Scutari in Albania to Genazzano in Latium, may 
perhaps seem incredible to some even among our 
Catholic readers ; unconsciously influenced as they 
often are by that atmosphere of incredulity which 
surrounds them in Protestant countries. All 
Catholics, of course, believe in the miracles re- 
corded in Scripture, some of which are certainly 
harder of belief than many of those which have 
occurred since the time of the apostles, as, for 
example, the shadow of St. Peter's apron curing 
the sick. But there are not wanting some persons 
who regard modern miracles as well-nigh impos- 
sible, or who look upon them as absurd. 

In order to meet and combat these opinions, an 
attempt is sometimes made to explain, on natural 
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grounds, phenomena which are evidently supernat- 
ural. It is forgotten that miracles have occurred 
since the creation of the world, under the Old Dis- 
pensation as well as under the New, and that they 
will occur until the end of time. For in no pas- 
sage of Holy Writ is it stated, nor is even an ob- 
scure hint given, that at such and such a period 
supernatural occurrences will no more illustrate 
the power of God to deal as He chooses with the 
laws by which He governs the world and for His 
own wise purposes suspends the operation of them 
for a season. 

Again, it must be borne in mind that miracles 
are facts, and are as capable of being submitted to 
evidence as any description of natural phenomena. 
The Church never accepts them until she has put 
them fully to the proof, but when once she has 
satisfied herself as to their authenticity Catholics 
have a sure guarantee that in believing them they 
are not putting their faith in fables, or in delusions 
of the imagination. 

The course which the Church has always taken 
in regard to every miracle which has ever been 
brought before her for examination, she has also 
followed in the case of the sacred picture of Our 
Lady of Good Counsel and its miraculous transla- 
tion. Since then she has, after carefully weighing 
and thoroughly sifting all the evidence at her com- 
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mand, not only permitted but blessed and rewarded 
the devotion of which the shrine at Genazzano is 
the source, Catholics may be quite certain that in 
practising and in endeavoring to diffuse it they are 
only doing what is most meet and right, and what 
will bring to them countless blessings and consola- 
tions innumerable. 

Without devotion to the Mother of God it is im- 
possible that faith should be strong and fervent, or 
that it should not, after a time, utterly decay. 
There are, alas! even among Catholics, individuals 
whose theory and whose practice in regard to the 
worship of Mary is well-nigh, if not altogether, null 
and void. This unhappy frame of mind is to be 
found more especially among those who are accus- 
tomed to mix with Protestants, often from the de- 
sire to attract them to Catholicity by means of 
sinking the doctrines which they know will not be 
acceptable to heretics. Sometimes this laxity, and 
worse than laxity, proceeds from a spirit of world- 
liness and want of principle; from a want of in- 
struction and the lack of proper devotion. But 
whatever be the cause, there can be no greater dan- 
ger to the soul than to be wanting in love and in 
veneration for God's own Mother, whom on the 
Cross He gave us to be ours also. 

All that we have hitherto said, of course, applies 
most especially to Catholics, but as it is probable, 
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and moreover a thing to be desired, that some 
among our brethren and friends who are not of the 
"household of the faith" will read our little book, 
we cannot but be anxious to give them some idea 
of the Catholic doctrine in regard to the worship 
and invocation of her, one of whose many beauti- 
ful titles is the subject of this work. 

It is true, indeed, that there are very few Prot- 
estants, nowadays, who accuse us of giving to Our 
Blessed Lady the adoration due to God alone. 
They know perfectly well that the worship Catho- 
lics offer her is altogether a relative honor, ren- 
dered for God's sake alone to a creature infinitely 
higher indeed than all other creatures, yet only a 
creature. 

More than this, all Protestants confess and act 
upon this Catholic doctrine. They are continually 
giving certain persons or things a relative kind of 
honor which is very different from the supreme 
honor due to God only. English Protestants, have 
for instance, no scruple in kneeling to their queen 
or even in bowing when they pass her empty 
throne, though they do not mean by either of these 
actions to imply that her majesty is a goddess. 

Again, Protestants do not blame scriptural per- 
sonages, such as Abraham, Lot, and others, for 
worshipping angels, and, as it is written, falling 
down and adoring them, for they know that such 
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acts were performed simply because they were signs 
of respect and reverence paid to God Himself in 
the person of His ambassadors. 

Protestants, moreover, in common with Catho- 
lics, do not doubt that the angels and servants of 
God who are enjoying the happiness of heaven, 
take the deepest interest in all that concerns the 
souls of mortal man. We all unite in saying that 
we cannot tell how this happens ; it is quite suffi- 
cient, and we are quite content to know, that since 
Revelation tells us it is so, God has power to effect 
it. All we are concerned with is the fact, which 
has been made wonderfully plain to us. We know 
from Scripture that the angels witness and com- 
plain of our transgressions, and that even when 
only one sinner is doing penance there is joy 
amongst them in heaven. The terrible anger of 
the guardian angels against those who give scandal 
to the little ones of whom they have the charge is 
also strongly insisted upon by Our Lord Himself. 
If, then, they are angered by our sins and solicitous 
for our repentance, it surely follows, as a natural 
corollary, that out of the abundance of their charity 
and pity they should help us by their prayers, even 
as the angel prayed for the people of the Jews and 
for the Holy City, God answering him in "good 
words, comfortable words." (Zach. i. 13.) 

Under the New Dispensation, the succor given 
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actions after He had ascended into heaven. And 
yet we must perforce still exclaim, " Happy, indeed, 
art thou, O Holy Virgin Mary, and most worthy of 
all praise ! because from thee arose the Sun of Just- 
ice, Christ our God." 

In these sentences a complete answer is contained 
to such an objection as that to which we have re- 
ferred. "Of her was born Christ Our Lord!" 
What more can we require? Let it then suffice us 
to know that as she was the Mother of God, it nec- 
essarily follows that she must have been as full of 
graces and virtues, as able to bestow spiritual favors 
and temporal blessings, as prompt to intercede for us 
with Our Lord as though we had been assured of all 
these things in a gospel especially dedicated to her 
memory. St. Matthew in closing the genealogy of 
Christ speaks of the Virgin Mother of God as " Mary, 
of whom was born Jesus, who is called Christ," and 
volumes are contained in those few simple words. 
We need not have been told anything more to in- 
duce us to have recourse to Mary, and to worship 
her, but in condescension to our weakness Our 
Lord has caused many things to be recorded of her 
in order to strengthen our faith in, and to increase 
our love towards, His Blessed Mother. 

To return then to the interest taken in us by 
heavenly beings we cannot do otherwise than feel 
that viewing our Blessed Lady in this light, it is 
2 
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but fitting Catholics should show the utmost love 
and devotion for her and that they should believe 
that if the saints and angels in heaven take the 
deepest interest in our welfare, God's own dear 
Mother, being what she is, will feel an infinitely 
deeper interest and more tender solicitude in us and 
will be able to do infinitely more for us than they. 

Where, indeed, in heaven can we look for greater 
power to help us excepting in God Himself, for 
more intelligence to understand our needs, for 
more perfect charity and willingness to help us in 
all our troubles than we shall find in Mary ? Surely 
she is to us one of the most invaluable mercies of 
Jesus Christ ! 

Bearing all this in mind we can easily com- 
prehend all that the Catholic Church teaches and 
encourages with regard to devotion to Our Lady. 
We can understand how St. Bernard called her, 
"Our life, our sweetness, and our hope." We 
see how entirely true it is, that every effort we 
make to pay her honor is a mark of honor given to 
her Son ; we see that every little flower placed 
upon her altar, no matter by whom, is a sweet odor 
of the love felt for Jesus, through the tender, inef- 
fable affection His Mother inspires. We can under- 
stand the poetry and eloquence of Catholic writers, 
who, comparing our Lady to everything beautiful 
and grand in nature and in grace, are after all only 



INTRODUCTION. 



19 



telling a portion of the truth regarding Mary as the 
Mother of Him from whom all her graces come. 

We see, moreover, the wisdom and the use of 
sanctuaries like that of Genazzano, and that they 
have been instituted by God mainly in order to in- 
crease our love and devotion towards Him, through 
His Mother. We understand why, through the 
power bestowed upon her by her Son, she is 
able there to give sight to the blind ; health to the 
sick ; even life to the dead, help to all who need it, 
consolation to the sorrowing, and that spirit of 
good counsel which will infallibly lead us through 
a holy life to a happy death. 

But Protestants, and even some Catholics, may 
ask : What is the use of going to a particular local- 
ity in order to obtain these favors? Cannot we 
pray to the holy Mother of God, and will she not 
hear us and grant our requests as well in one of our 
own churches or in one of our own oratories as at 
Genazzano or any other of her sanctuaries? 

No doubt, our Lady can and does hear her sup- 
pliants everywhere, even as they can everywhere 
have recourse to her. But the belief that it is pos- 
sible to pray as well and to be so devoted to Our 
Blessed Lady in our own chamber as at any of her 
shrines is really tantamount to a censure of them 
and to the insinuation that the Church has done a 
worse than useless thing in giving them her blessing. 
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As to why Our Blessed Lady chooses this or that 
locality wherein to manifest her power and to be- 
stow miraculous graces and favors, that is a matter 
which does not concern us, and into which it is un- 
profitable to inquire. Let it suffice us to rest 
assured that, like her Divine Son, she doeth all 
things well. 

In conclusion we have only to add that such a 
devotion as the one to Our Lady of Good Counsel 
is of all others the best suited to meet the present 
and ever-increasing needs of Christendom. Never 
before was there greater want of good counsel for 
Christians of all ranks and conditions of life. 

We have only to look at the state of the world at 
large and we shall see that the evils which threaten 
mankind were never more threatening and never 
more formidable than at present. Nothing short 
of supernatural aid can save us ; and where can we 
look for it with more confidence than from her 
who alone has hitherto always overcome, and will 
ever overcome, evils and heresies throughout the 
world ? Who alone " bright as the sun," and 
" formidable as an army set in battle array," can 
defend the world and vanquish the infernal de- 
signs of the enemies of Jesus Christ. No matter 
whether they be physical or intellectual foes ; she, 
the second Eve, destined to crush the serpent's 
head, will, if we have recourse to her, bring to 
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naught all the machinations his perverted intelli- 
gence has formed to destroy the souls of men. 
Mary, as the Church is continually telling us, is 
pre-eminently endowed with the gift of divine wis- 
dom and it is through the good counsel she will 
grant to all who ask for it, that the salvation of the 
world will be secured. 

It is, therefore, earnestly to be hoped that all who 
read this little book may be led through its means 
to love Our Blessed Lady more than ever, under 
her beautiful and most appropriate title of the 
Virgin Mother of Good Counsel, and to have more 
continual recourse to her in all their necessities 
whether temporal or spiritual. It is also equally to 
be desired that they will do all in their power to 
extend the devotion to her by means of the distri- 
bution of her picture, and by means of diffusing 
the knowledge of the Pious Union. And for their 
exceeding great reward what more can they desire 
than the precious one contained in the words, 
" They that explain me shall have life everlasting." 



OUR LADY OF GOOD COUNSEL 

IN GENAZZANO. 



CHAPTER I. 



LATIUM, PAST AND PRESENT. 




T would surely be impossible for any one who 



has enjoyed the privilege of visiting Rome, 



not as a hasty traveller, but as one who, dur- 
ing long and happy months, has made it his dwell- 
ing-place, not to preserve ever afterwards a sweet 
and tender memory of the severe and melancholy 
majesty of its Campagna. It would be equally im- 
possible, ever afterwards, to forget the inexplicable 
charm of its austere loneliness ; the always chang- 
ing beauty and glory of its coloring; the loveliness 
and grandeur of its encircling mountains. Further- 
more, whilst gazing on the dark, long drawn-out 
lines of its aqueducts, or on the ghostly ruined 
tombs which line the Appian Way, the imagination 
of the traveller can hardly fail to go back to the 
period when what is now little more than a silent 
desert bloomed and blossomed like a garden of 
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roses. Easily too will he picture to himself the 
vast plain, studded as it then was with smiling vil- 
lages and green pastures, with vineyards and forests 
beneath whose shade rose and glimmered the white 
walls and marble porticoes of stately villas and 
palaces, inhabited during the summer season by 
the emperors and patricians of pagan Rome. 

Of all this lovely region, the most beautiful por- 
tion is certainly the tract of country lying between 
the Tiber and the Volscian mountains, and known 
from time immemorial under the designation of 
Latium. 

The most interesting as well as one of the oldest 
of its cities, was Praeneste, famous throughout Italy 
for its sortes, of which a lingering memory remains 
in the public lotteries every one has seen at Rome, 
and for its many-terraced temple of Fortuna. It 
was amongst the first of the cities of Italy to re- 
ceive the Christian faith, and it is said that from 
the summit of its mountain St. Peter took his first 
view of Rome. 

From its citadel one of the noblest and most 
beautiful scenes in the world is obtained. The 
picturesque and undulating Campagna stretches 
out on all sides, and in the far distance the dome 
of St. Peter's rises high above Rome. To the right 
is seen ever lovely Soracte, and to the left the 
sharp outline of the Volscian mountains shows clear 
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against the sky. On the horizon the sea gleams 
like a thread of silver, and the yellow Tiber is dis- 
cerned here and there meandering through the 
plain. 

In and around Praeneste, now known as Pales- 
trina, are yet to be seen numerous ruins of temples, 
fortresses, and palaces, and the excavations which 
have been made from time to time in the neighbor- 
hood have brought to light many treasures of art, 
such as statues, mosaics, and sarcophagi. 

Foremost amongst the splendid edifices, which 
in Pagan times existed in such abundance in the 
locality, was the Claudian Villa, situated about four 
miles from Palestrina. It was originally the prop- 
erty of Claudius Nero, a descendant of the ancient 
family of the Claudii, and at his death it passed 
into the hands of the Emperor Augustus, who 
greatly added to its magnificence. The presence 
of the court also rendered it a frequent resort of 
the great families of Rome, especially at seasons 
when games and festivals in honor of the heathen 
deities were solemnized at the villa and in its vicin- 
ity with exceeding splendor. 

This was more peculiarly the case during the 
month of April, when a great celebration was held 
for the purpose of propitiating the deities Robigus 
and Robigo, who were supposed to preserve the 
corn from mildew and rust ; a calamity which an 
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agricultural population, such as that of Latium, 
would be especially anxious to avert. On the day 
of the festival of these minor heathen gods a pro- 
cession took place, the partakers in which were all 
of them in white garments, in after-ages to be re- 
placed by the white robes of Christian catechumens- 
No sooner was this festival over than it was fol- 
lowed by another held in honor of the goddess 
Venus, and which was the most shameless and im- 
pure of any that disgraced Pagan worship. 

For many succeeding years the Claudian Villa 
was, on these occasions, the scene of vice and un- 
bridled excess, no matter who were its various pro- 
prietors. During the whole of the imperial pagan 
period the hillsides in its neighborhood smoked 
with sacrifices, and as April came yearly round, the 
votaries of Venus celebrated their rites, their festi- 
vals, and their games with ever-increasing volup- 
tuousness. 

A change was, however, happily at hand. With 
the triumph of Constantine over his rival Maxen- 
tius, the empire of the Caesars passed into the 
hands of the first Christian Emperor, and the 
Claudian Villa, after the time of Marcus Aurelius 
known as the Villa Antonine, became the personal 
property of Constantine. It was henceforth des- 
tined no longer to serve the purposes of paganism, 
being presented as it was by the Emperor to 
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St. Sylvester as a perpetual endowment for the 
churches founded by him in Rome. Although, 
however, the Antonine Villa was no longer dis- 
graced by the abominations of pagan worship, it 
was not St. Sylvester, but his successor, St. Mark, 
who established in its precincts the worship of the 
God of the Christians. It was he also who built 
on the ruins of the temple of Venus the first of all 
the churches which have since then been dedicated 
to the Mother of God, under the title of Madonna 
of Good Counsel. 

In no better words can the change wrought by 
St. Mark be expressed than in those of the pious 
and learned Father Buonano of the Oratory. " The 
ways of the Lord," he says, " are mysteries of pro- 
found wisdom and goodness. Foolish is he who 
attributes to chance whatever he sees happen in 
the long chain of events which occur in this world. 
God alone can be and is the regulator of these 
things, and directs all with admirable strength and 
sweetness to His greater extrinsic glory not less 
than to the immortal and only good of man." 

Before the time of St. Mark the spot which he 
evangelized was, Father Buonano goes on to say, 
"by the frequent and varied pagan feasts which 
took place in that locality, a theatre of scandals 
and crimes. Now what prevents us from believing 
that the first church that was erected there near 
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the ruins of the temple of Venus was dedicated to 
Our Lady of Good Counsel, precisely to make us 
understand that the title was given by the inspira- 
tion of Providence in order to purify the hill from 
Gentile abominations and to preserve the people in 
the service of the one true God." 

But even should this probable supposition not be 
admitted, facts clearly prove that the most wise 
Deity willed that the place should be the centre of 
tender and special devotion to her who alone 
among the children of man is the type of immacu- 
late virginal purity. In that place then arose, or 
rather was cradled, the affectionate devotion which 
was destined not to confine itself within the narrow 
limits of a small territory, but to extend from one 
hemisphere of the earth to the other, until the 
whole of Christendom should unite to magnify the 
glory of the Virgin under her most sweet title of 
Mother of Good Counsel. And here it may be in- 
teresting to note that the remembrance of St. Mark 
is still preserved in the locality ; his name being 
constantly given, in every numerous family, to one 
of its members. 

TJfre little village which soon sprang up around 
the church erected by the pontiff stood upon the 
site of the rose garden which had supplied flowers 
for the festival of Venus, and in process of time 
was known by the name of Genazzano. No more 
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beautiful or picturesque site for a town could be 
imagined. 

The tongue of land on which it is situated rises 
in the midst of a long valley between lofty heights 
which protect it from the savage blasts that some- 
times sweep over the Apennines. An opening be- 
tween the Alban and Volscian mountains allows 
the sea-breezes to visit it, and thus both the heat of 
its summers and the cold of its winters are pleas- 
antly tempered. The soil in its neighborhood is 
very rich, and water is to be had in abundance. It 
is therefore not difficult to imagine that it would 
be easy to convert it into a paradise, well fitted to 
form a rural paradise for the pleasure-loving Em- 
perors of Rome, and to provide gardens and 
baths requisite for the celebration of heathen festi- 
vals. 

It was in this lovely spot, once desecrated by 
unholy rites and shameful practices, that God in 
His good providence decreed Christianity should 
have a great triumph, and that in the very place 
where sin had abounded grace should still more 
abound. 

The worship of Our Lady of Good Counsel, insti- 
tuted by St. Mark in the church founded by him, 
had gone on from year to year, but unhappily, in 
the lapse of centuries, the church itself had been 
allowed by its guardians to fall into decay. Other 
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and more splendid churches had risen in its neigh- 
borhood, whilst the little church of Santa Maria 
had nothing of which to boast, excepting a beauti- 
ful carved bass-relief in marble of the Madonna of 
Good Counsel. This, however, was constantly vis- 
ited by crowds who had recourse to it for graces 
and favors, which were never asked in vain. 

A little before that time the great Colonna family 
became the feudal lords of Genazzano, and as early 
as the year 1356 one of the members of their house, 
Pier Giordani Colonna, summoned the Augustinian 
fathers, who had a small convent outside the walls 
of Genazzano, to take charge of the church of Santa 
Maria. But the monks being very poor and the 
parishioners few, little could be done toward the 
restoration, much less the decoration, of the build- 
ing. In all probability it would have fallen into 
utter decay had it not been for the proctor of the 
Augustinians, John de Nocera, and his wife Petruc- 
cia, a tertiary of St. Augustine. Centuries had 
passed away since the church had been founded, 
when Petruccia became inspired with the desire to 
construct on its site a dwelling more worthy of the 
Queen of Heaven. 

In 1436 John di Nocera died. By his will he left 
sixty florins to be expended in the purchase of a 
bell for his beloved church, and it is believed that 
this is the bell which still exists in the Campanile, 
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inscribed with letters belonging to the period. He, 
moreover, constituted his widow universal heiress 
of all his goods. She was, at the time of her hus- 
band's death, about fifty years of age, and from that 
period, freed from household duties and anxieties, 
she devoted herself entirely to the care of the 
church she loved so well. Fervent were her sup- 
plications for help to prevent it from becoming lit- 
tle more than a ruin, and when, as years went on, 
her prayers received no answer, she determined at 
least to give everything she possessed towards the 
carrying out of her purpose. Her intention was 
first to repair the. chapel of St. Biagio, which threat- 
ened to fall ; then to enlarge it by adding to it the 
site of her house, which she quitted for that pur- 
pose, and afterwards to proceed with the restora- 
tion of the other portions of the church. 

But she was now eighty years of age ; her means 
had also failed to do more than to raise the walls 
of the chapel to a height of about six feet above 
the ground, where she was obliged to leave them 
in their rough, uncompleted state. Petruccia, how- 
ever, though it might have been supposed that by 
this time she had lost heart and hope, was not to 
be discouraged. Spite of the mockery and taunts 
of which she was the constant object, she bore all 
patiently, and simply answered : "I assure you, my 
children, that before I die the most Blessed Virgin 
3 
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and our Holy Father, St. Augustine, will complete 
the church I have begun." 

We shall see in the following chapter how won- 
derfully her prediction was verified. 
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CHAPTER II. 

THE WONDERFUL APPARITION. 

T. MARK, to whom, as has been already men- 
tioned, is due the building of the church de- 
dicated to Our Lady of Good Counsel, with 
the wisdom which was a special characteristic of 
the first founder of Christianity, turned to holy ac- 
count whatever little he found to be innocent in 
Pagan rites and heathen celebrations. Thus, as 
the people of Latium were wont to offer sacrifices 
to their deities in order to be preserved from such 
misfortunes as injury to their corn-fields, and to 
appeal to Venus in their necessities, he now showed 
them how they must henceforth turn to Jesus and 
His Virgin Mother for the preservation from trials 
and calamities which they had been accustomed to 
expect from false gods, the creatures of their own 
imaginations. And so henceforth, each time the 
25th of April, the anniversary of the festival of 
Venus, came round, he summoned the inhabitants 
of the adjacent towns and villages to celebrate a 
feast in honor of the Madonna of Good Counsel. 
After the death of the saintly Pontiff, the Chris- 
tians continued to observe the festival he had in- 



36 OUR LADY OF GOOD COUNSEL. 



■stituted, flocking in crowds to the little church of 
Santa Maria on that day to worship at her shrine. 

During the festival, the piazza adjoining the 
church was always greatly frequented, some of the 
people being desirous to visit its booths and par- 
take of its amusements, and others being wishful 
to be near the temple and within reach of its 
clergy. 

On the 25th of April, 1467, which in that year 
chanced to fall on a Saturday, the crowd was very 
dense. Whilst waiting for Vespers, about four 
o'clock in the afternoon, answering to the twenty- 
first hour of the Italian day, the assembled multi- 
tudes were astonished and startled to hear, coming 
down, as it were from heaven, strains of enchant- 
ing melody. 

Whilst they were endeavoring, with upturned 
eyes, to discern whence the celestial sounds pro- 
ceeded, they soon beheld, to their still greater as- 
tonishment, high above the houses, the church 
spires and the hills, a beautiful white cloud, whence 
rays of light issued in every direction. Gradually 
the cloud descended, until the crowds who were 
gazing at it in silence and with bated breath saw it 
finally rest upon the farthest portion of the un- 
finished wall of the chapel of St. Biagio, which 
Petruccia had made such sadly fruitless efforts to 
rebuild. 
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At the same moment the bells in the Campanile, 
John di Nocera's no doubt the loudest and most 
jubilant amongst them all, began, although un- 
touched by mortal hands, to send forth rejoicing 
peals. Then every other church bell in the little 
town was heard to ring until the whole air was 
filled with the sweet music. And still the radiant 
cloud reposed on the spot it had chosen for itself ; 
and still the spell-bound, astonished crowd gazed 
upon it. But now another wonder disclosed itself. 
The dazzling rays of light ceased to pour forth 
their splendor, and the cloud itself gradually faded 
and vanished away, until there stood revealed to 
the ravished gaze of the people in the piazza a 
picture of the Mother of God, with the Divine 
Infant in her arms holding each other in loving, 
close embrace. Then with one voice rose from 
the lips of all the loud cry which is still uttered 
on every recurring anniversary of the miracle : 
" Evviva Maria ! Evviva Maria / Evviva la Madre 
nostra del Buon Consiglio /" Long live Our Mother 
of Good Counsel ! 

It was, as has been already mentioned, towards 
evening when the wonderful apparition was re- 
vealed to sight. By that time many of those who 
had made their devotions in the little church were 
returning homewards. Hearing the unusual sound 
of the bells they returned, however, in all haste to 
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Genazzano to learn the cause of so unwonted an 
occurrence. Thither also flocked the members of 
the Colonna family, the nobles and the magnates 
of the neighborhood, the secular clergy, and the 
August! ni an Fathers, who, above all others, could 
not but have rejoiced with exceeding joy over the 
miracle granted by God to the church of which 
they had the care. 

All through the first hours of the lovely Italian 
night the vast multitude remained on their knees 
worshipping and praising their dear Lord and His 
Mother of Good Counsel for the inestimable priv- 
ilege bestowed upon them and their country. 

Soon with loving confidence, springing from an 
undoubting faith, the sick in body, and the afflicted 
in mind and heart flocked to the spot, there to re- 
ceive the graces of healing and of consolation 
which from that day to the present have never 
* ceased to be granted in rich and overflowing abund- 
ance to all who visit the shrine. 

But it was to a little church almost in ruins that 
God's Virgin Mother had come, and the time had 
arrived when the prediction, uttered so long ago 
and so often, by Petruccia, was to be realized ! 
The tidings of the miracle which ha^d taken place 
quickly overran Latium, Rome, and Italy, and 
spread throughout the whole Christian world. As 
soon as all the attendant circumstances became 
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known, and with them the decaying state of the 
little church of Santa Maria, offerings began to 
pour in from all parts, and "alms unspeakable" 
flowed in, as was most meet, upon Petruccia. It 
was then that a church adorned with the splendor 
she had so often pictured to herself, and which had 
hitherto seemed to be utterly impossible of realiza- 
tion, was speedily erected. The bare, unfinished 
walls of the chapel of St. Biagio were not indeed 
removed, but only concealed from sight by a facing 
of precious marbles in front of which an altar was 
placed. Pillars of nero antico sustained a mag- 
nificent baldaquin, also of precious marbles, which 
rose above the miraculous picture, whilst before it, 
from that long-gone-by time to this, have always 
burned twenty lamps of solid silver. 

Nor was this all. A large convent replaced the 
dwelling which until then had been the poor home 
of the Hermits of St. Augustine, for whom an 
ample endowment was provided. Up to the pres- 
ent day they serve the sanctuary as they did hun- 
dreds of years ago, and still minister to the spirit- 
ual needs of the pilgrims who flock there in hun- 
dreds and thousands, even as they did in days of 
yore. 

Petruccia herself lived long enough to witness 
the completion of the building of the church and 
convent. Then she went to her reward, and was 
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buried in the chapel dedicated to her beloved 
Mother of Good Counsel. Over her tomb was 
placed an inscription by the Augustinian Fathers 
in commemoration of her holiness, her faith, and 
her labors of love in connection with the church. 

In 1734, when Cardinal Albans undertook the 
restoration of the Sanctuary of Our Lady of Good 
Counsel, three sepulchres were found under the 
altar, each of them containing a head and other 
human bones. As it had been a constant tradition 
that the " Blessed Petruccia, an Augustinian Ter- 
tiary, and a great benefactress of the church and 
convent at Genazzano," had been buried in that 
chapel, it was looked upon as certain that the re- 
mains contained in the central coffin, and which 
were proved to be those of a woman, could be none 
other than those of Petruccia. They were accord- 
ingly placed in a casket and reverently deposited 
under the pavement of the church near to the 
chapel of St. Monica. In 1882, they were re-dis- 
covered on the occasion of laying down the present 
marble pavements. During the improvements 
which have lately taken place in the church a new 
monument has been placed over Petruccia's re- 
mains, with an inscription on it testifying to her 
holy life and to her happy death. 
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CHAPTER III. 
THE MIRACULOUS TRANSLATION. 



T is not surprising that when the people of Gen- 



azzano beheld the sacred picture of the Blessed 



Virgin and her Child descending through the air 
they should have at once imagined that it had come 
to them direct from Paradise. Therefore they add- 
ed to the title they had first given it of " Mother of 
Good Counsel " that of " Our Lady of Paradise," 
which title the picture retained for many years. 
Even after the true history of it had become known, 
generation after generation would insist in styling 
it " The Madonna of Paradise." 

In very truth the manner of its coming to Genaz- 
zano was to the full as miraculous as though it had 
descended immediately from heaven. It happened 
after this manner : As soon as the tidings of the 
wonderful apparition had spread throughout the 
environs and had reached Rome, multitudes imme- 
diately afterwards began constantly to flock to Gen- 
azzano for the purpose of visiting and worshipping 
the picture. Now it chanced that one day two for- 
eigners, evidently from a far distant land, made 
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their appearance among the crowds of people as- 
sembled before the walls of the chapel of St. Biagio. 
No sooner had the men beheld the sacred represen- 
tation than it seemed as though they became trans- 
ported with delight, and uttering exclamations of 
astonishment and thankfulness they were heard to 
cry out that they would never leave the place where 
they had found the picture, but would live and die 
in its sight. 

Then, in answer to inquiries addressed to them, 
they replied that they had come from Albania and 
were inhabitants of Scutari, a town situated on the 
farther side of the Adriatic Sea and in the same 
latitude as Rome. One of the strangers, Georgio 
by name, was an Albanian by birth and descent ; 
the other, who was an older man, was called De 
Sclavis, and was of Sclavonic origin. The explana- 
tion they gave of the emotion they had experienced 
at seeing the picture which had made its appear- 
ance at Genazzano was as follows : 

In January, 1467, they said, Scanderbeg, their 
great King, the Lightnitig Lion of War, had died, 
and the Turks, now that he was no longer there to 
resist their attacks, were advancing upon their 
country. Their enemies had indeed already occu- 
pied a large portion of their fortresses, and Scutari, 
it was probable, would also fall very soon into their 
power. It was for this reason that Georgio and De 
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Sclavis, with many others of their co-religionists, 
had resolved to leave the place and seek refuge in 
some one or other of the adjacent Christian coun- 
tries. 

But this was not all. It appeared that, like John 
di Nocera and his wife, they had either had the care 
of, or at any rate were greatly devoted to, a beauti- 
ful little church situated at the foot of a mountain 
near the two rivers on which Scutari was built. The 
church was known as that of the Annunciation, and 
was a favorite place of pilgrimage, crowds resorting 
to it from all parts of Albania and Sclavonia. 

The reason of this devotion was, so the stran- 
gers affirmed, because of a picture of Our Lady, 
which had been miraculously conveyed to the sa- 
cred building at the very same time as the transla- 
tion of the Holy House of Nazareth to Loreto had 
taken place. Throughout all Albania the devotion 
to the Mother of God was from that time wonder- 
fully increased, until, after generations had passed 
away, devotion toward her grew cold ; schism ate 
its way into the hearts of the people, and the purity 
of their morals decayed. 

Then came the Turkish invasion, which, however, 
had no power to call the nation to repentance, al- 
though amongst them there were many who re- 
mained faithful to their religion. Chief amongst 
these was Scanderbeg, the king, whom, in reward 
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for his love towards her, the Mother of God armed 
with invincible power over his enemies. But when 
he died, and there were still no signs of his people 
turning once more to the Blessed Virgin with the 
enthusiastic devotion of former years, it seemed as 
though she had, in sorrow more than anger, resolved 
to quit the spot she had for so long blest with her 
presence, and leave it to the working out of its un- 
happy destiny. It was at this crisis that Georgio 
and De Sclavis, weighed down with the misfortunes 
of their country, began to ask themselves whether 
it would not be well for them to leave it forever. 
Before, however, arriving at any decision they de- 
termined, like devout clients of the Mother of God 
as they were, to have recourse to her sanctuary, 
there to implore help and direction. Unaware that 
Mary had determined to depart from their still be- 
loved fatherland, they felt unspeakable sorrow at 
the idea of leaving forever the beautiful picture of 
her whom they had worshipped all through their 
lives with so much tenderness. 

Filled with doubts as to whether it were their 
duty to go or to stay, they besought, with many 
tears, counsel from their Mother in heaven. It 
came in a manner that was most unexpected, but 
which was destined to fill their hearts with joy and 
thanksgiving. They were indeed to leave Albania, 
and yet, wonderful to say, they were not to lose 
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what was dearest to them on earth, the sacred pic- 
ture of the Virgin Mother of God. 

All who in trouble, anxiety, and doubt pray ear- 
nestly to the Mother of Good Counsel constantly 
state that at such times they seem to receive a su- 
pernatural inspiration directing them how to act. 
It was so with Georgio and De Sclavis. Prostrate 
before the miraculous picture of Mary, and while 
beseeching her to guide them with her counsel, they 
felt as though their prayers had not been in vain ; 
it even seemed to them as though the Blessed 
Virgin had answered them with her own divine 
lips. 

Returning to their homes, strengthened and com- 
forted, they betook themselves to repose, and in the 
morning found that they had been each of them 
visited by exactly the same kind of dream. Mary, 
they said, had in their slumbers visited them and 
ordered them to prepare at once to leave their 
wretched country and not to indulge any hope of 
ever returning to it. Nay, she had even said that 
she herself, symbolized by the picture of her, which 
the people of Scutari no longer valued, would de- 
part from the church and leave it to be profaned by 
the sacrilegious hands of the Turks who were al- 
ready hastening towards Scutari. Finally she told 
them that she was about to visit another land, there 
to diffuse her benedictions, and she concluded by 
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directing Georgio and De Sclavis to follow her pic- 
ture along the path wherein it would lead them. 

Having received such a communication as this, 
the first thing they did in the morning, after having 
finished all their preparations for the journey which 
was to take them they knew not whither, was to 
make a farewell visit to their dearly loved church. 
Fully prepared to quit Albania, they had scarcely 
knelt down before the miraculous picture when sud- 
denly they beheld it detaching itself from the niche 
which it had occupied for the space of two hundred 
years and shrouding itself in a white cloud, through 
which, however, it still remained visible, as through 
a veil, to the eyes of the two friends. 

Then the cloud slowly moved toward the church 
door, and once outside its walls began to ascend 
above the heads of Georgio and De Sclavis, who 
had already followed it beyond the precincts of the 
temple. Without haste and without pause it con- 
tinued to move on and to conduct the men to the 
sea-coast, which was about twenty-four miles dis- 
tant. 

Arrived there, and seeing that the cloud still con- 
tinued its course, the pilgrims, full of faith and 
doubting nothing, committed themselves to the 
protection of Mary and stepped, not into, but upon 
the waters. And the waves, obedient to the will of 
the Mother of God, became as terra firma beneath 
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their feet, so that without difficulty they were able 
to cross the Adriatic and to reach the Italian shore. 
Like the pillar which guided the Israelites of old, 
the cloud had sent forth bright rays of light -during 
the night to guide the travellers on their unknown 
way. And so they journeyed on and on until, at 
length, after having traversed rivers and mountains 
and valleys, they saw the lovely smiling plain of the 
Campagna disclose itself to view, whilst in the dis- 
tance rose the spires and domes of the Eternal 
City. 

The pilgrims, perhaps, imagined that they were 
now approaching the end of their journey, and that 
the cloud would soon rest over the place where they 
were to find a home for themselves and a dwelling 
for the Mother of God. But their faith was des- 
tined to be first subjected to a great trial. 

All at once the cloud, of which hitherto theyhad 
never lost sight for a moment, disappeared. They 
had just reached the gates of Rome, and thinking 
they should find that the miraculous picture it 
shrouded had taken up its rest in one or ether of 
the churches, they went to all they could discover 
in the hope of finding it. They searched, however, 
in vain, and it was no wonder that at last they be- 
came inconsolable. To no purpose did they make 
inquiries respecting the sacred picture of all whom 
they met. and especially of their own countrymen, 
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of whom they encountered numbers in the city, and 
most probably several from their own town of Scu- 
tari. The nature of the answers which they re- 
ceived was not to be wondered at under the circum- 
stances. Some looked upon their questions as in- 
comprehensible, whilst others regarded them as the 
idle imaginations of men who, perhaps worn out 
with a long journey and with the privations inci- 
dent to it, had fallen a prey to hallucinations. 

No long space of time elapsed, however, before it 
was destined that all to whom these men had ad- 
dressed themselves should find that, mad though 
they had seemed to be, they had spoken nothing 
but words of truth and soberness. For towards the 
end of the month of April, in the same year, and 
about three months after Georgio and De Sclavis 
had quitted Scutari, the news reached Rome of the 
apparition of a picture of the Blessed Virgin and 
her Son at Genazzano, a village not more than a few 
hours distant from the city. 

Filled with hope and joy on hearing the wonder- 
ful tidings, the travellers from Scutari quitted Rome 
in all haste and made their way through the Cam- 
pagna and past Palestrina on to Genazzano in com- 
pany with the troops of pilgrims daily resorting to 
the shrine. With beating hearts and straining eyes 
and feelings made up of ardent hope and anxious 
fear, they looked towards the spot where, amidst 
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lights and flowers, the beautiful picture, resting on 
the edge of the walls of the chapel of St. Biagio, 
showed above the heads of the kneeling multitudes. 
And oh ! joy of joys, it was indeed their own be- 
loved Madonna whose sweet face was once more 
gazing at them with love inexpressible ; it was the 
Divine Infant and His Mother whom they had 
found once more ! No longer did those to whom 
they had recounted their marvellous story by the 
way look upon it as unworthy of credence, and soon 
amongst the unbelieving people, to whom the his- 
tory of the miraculous translation had hitherto 
seemed to be nothing more than an idle fable, the 
belief was more and more confirmed that the pic- 
ture which had so suddenly and miraculously made 
its appearance at Genazzano was indeed the self- 
same one that had accompanied the pilgrims from 
Albania to Italy. 

The miracle of the translation of the Holy House 
at Loreto had long before that period obtained un- 
doubted credence throughout the Christian world. 
The fact of a picture being transported over land 
-and sea was not surely more difficult of belief. But 
•it must be owned that amongst the people of Gen- 
azzano there were some who would not accept it. 
From the first they had taken it for granted that 
their picture had come direct from Paradise, and 
they naturally did not care to have the illusion de- 
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stroyed. The two Albanians had said that the pic- 
ture which had been translated from Scutari had 
come originally from the East. There had there- 
fore been already two miraculous translations, and 
might not a third be in store ? Was it indeed quite 
certain, if the pilgrims' story were true, that the 
Madonna of Paradise, as she had been termed, 
would forever remain in the spot she had now 
chosen for her abode? Moreover, knowing, as they 
did, that Scanderbeg before his death had given 
over the sanctuary at Scutari with its sacred picture 
to the Catholic Republic at Venice for safe keeping, 
fears might naturally have been entertained that 
the Venetians would, perhaps, demand to have the 
miraculous picture restored to them. 

But whatever may have been the doubts and fears 
of the people of Genazzano, Georgio and De Sclavis 
determined to remain in the place where they had 
once more found their beloved picture, and where 
they had faith it would remain. They therefore 
settled at Genazzano, married there, and left de- 
scendants behind them. It was only in the last 
century that the family of De Sclavis became ex- 
tinct. The family of Georgio exists to this day, and 
is one of the most numerous and respectable at 
Genazzano. It is hardly needful to say that they 
preserve with the utmost pride their genealogical 
tree, tracing their descent from Georgio. 
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AVING now made ourselves acquainted with 



the history of the miraculous apparition at 



Genazzano and with the pilgrims' story, it 
will be interesting to study the sacred picture itself. 
We have already seen that the people of Genazzano 
believed that, like the Madonna venerated in the 
Church of Santa Maria in Portico, at Rome, it had 
come direct from Paradise, and it has also been 
shown that this was not the case. Nevertheless, it 
is considered by the Church to have prominence 
over all the existing representations of the Mother 
of God. In the proper office of the feast of "Our 
Lady of Good Counsel " it is stated that amongst 
the pictures of the Blessed Virgin which were held 
in highest honor and have been made resplendent 
by prodigies and miracles, that which miraculously 
appeared in the pontificate of Paul II. upon the 
wall of the church of the Fathers of the Order of 
the Hermits of St. Augustine at Genazzano is to 
be worshipped with supreme honor. 

To this may be added that Mary herself guards it 
with special and loving care. 



CHAPTER IV. 



THE PICTURE. 
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What then is this wonderful picture like? It may 
first be mentioned that it is not more than eighteen 
inches square, and that it is a fresco painted on a 
thin plaster surface not thicker than a piece of paste- 
board. When and where the picture was painted, 
none of the many artists and competent judges who 
have examined it, can tell. Of other pictures, such 
as that of our Lady of Perpetual Succor, it is easy 
to decide the style and the school to which they be- 
long, but with regard to that of Our Lady of Good 
Counsel, no such decision is possible. It is unique 
and unapproachable. 

Four hundred and sixty years have passed away 
since it made its appearance, and still every outline, 
every shade of color is as fresh as ever. Dust has 
sometimes been allowed to rest on the surface and 
has dimmed the brightness of its hues, but no sooner 
has it been removed than the colors are as clear and 
intense as before. It will be remembered that when 
it made its miraculous apparition it was seen to rest 
on the very edge of the rough, unfinished wall of the 
Chapel of St. Biagio. And in that position it still 
remains, with nothing behind, or at the sides, or at 
the top to sustain it. This is surely a miracle and 
one of the greatest of any which attaches to it. 

But it is time to attempt a description of the pic- 
ture itself. It is hardly necessary to repeat that it 
represents the Mother of God with the Divine Child 
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Jesus. One of His arms encircles her neck, the other 
is placed on the collar of her dress. He looks at her 
sweet, sorrowful face with anxious love, even as 
though He longed to give her sympathy and consola- 
tion, as well as to grant every prayer she might be 
inspired to ask. With regard to the Blessed Virgin 
herself her portrait seems to resemble, as nearly as 
possible, the description given of her by those who 
have been most competent to write on the subject. 
Her complexion is fair, her hair and eyebrows are 
of the color of ruddy gold ; her blue eyes deep-set 
and large ; her nose clear-cut and Grecian in outline, 
her forehead broad and lofty. Her mouth is small 
and beautifully shaped, the form of her face oval 
rather than round. But though it may not be diffi- 
cult to describe her features it is utterly impossible 
to form any idea whatever of the expression which 
gives such heavenly, indescribable beauty to the 
lovely face of the Virgin Mother ; an expression in 
which all the graces and virtues with which she was 
filled seem to be mingled and concentrated. Yet in 
Mgr. Dillon's opinion there is "a general expression 
which never passes away; which ravishes the be- 
holder and keeps him for hours before the picture 
in contemplation. That expression is one of ineffa- 
ble sweetness, sad and mild, and full of celestial 
beauty, and constituting an inconceivable blending 
of young, virginal, innocent, and yet maternal loveli- 
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ness, with all that is highest and noblest in spiritual 
perfection ; a perfection excelled by no created being 
short of the humanity of Jesus. It is in truth the 
very ideal of what Mary may be supposed to have 
been at that deeply pathetic time when, having pre- 
sented her Child in the Temple, she listened to the 
terrible prophecy uttered by Simeon and then 
returned to her home alone and silent. She 'kept* 
those awful words, ■ pondering upon them ' sorrow- 
fully and yet as became the most perfect of creatures, 
with resignation in her heart. Long years after- 
wards, she revealed to St. Gertrude that at such 
moments, whilst holding her Divine Child to her 
bosom and looking out into the awful future ; at the 
scourge, the Cross and the sacrifice in store for Him 
whom she, His mother, so tenderly loved, a flood of 
tears would rush to her eyes, and that the Divine 
Infant would strive to console and strengthen 
her." This Mgr. Dillon believes to have been the 
precise moment chosen by the artist, natural or 
supernatural, who attempted to depict the portrait 
of the Mother and her Child. 

Nothing, he further says, can give the devout 
worshippers of our Blessed Lady so intimate a 
knowledge of what she was and is, as the picture 
she caused to be brought miraculously to Genazzano, 
and all who have visited the Sanctuary, during the 
past four hundred years, bear witness to the fact. 
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After a time, without exception, those who come to 
implore any favor with earnestness and sincerity- 
find themselves transported, as it were, into the 
visible presence of the Queen of Angels ; and this is 
one of the reasons why the picture is styled the 
Madonna of Paradise. 

Another circumstance worthy of remark is the 
resemblance between Mary and her Son, bearing out 
what St. Thomas of Villanova says, that "Jesus 
Christ most perfectly resembled His Mother." 

Both she and the Child are partially enveloped in 
a pale blue mantle, her robe is of a hue in which 
blue and green are mingled, whilst that of the Infant 
is red in color. Over and behind the heads of both, 
stretching across the background of the fresco, is 
represented what seems to be the portion of a rain- 
bow, symbolizing, perhaps, the blessings which the 
Divine Child and His Mother are ever ready to 
bestow upon the world. 

But the most marvellous characteristic of any of 
those attaching to the picture is the miraculous 
changes in the features and complexion of the 
Blessed Virgin which are frequently to be observed. 
Indeed all who have obtained supernatural aid 
whilst worshipping before the shrine, speak of it. 
Mgr. Dillon himself states that in common with 
all who come to worship at the feet of Our Lady of 
Good Counsel, he had favors to ask for others and 
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for himself. On one occasion, whilst offering up 
the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass, he was astonished to 
find that the features of our Lady became joyous 
and illuminated, whilst the pallor of her complexion 
was suffused with a deep roseate hue. Not having 
heard at the time of the well-known changes in the 
aspect of the picture, he believed that what he had 
noticed must have been either a dream of his own 
imagination or some peculiar effect of light thrown 
upon the picture. However, on afterwards reading 
over both the old and also the modern Italian histo- 
ries of the Sanctuary, he was struck by the unanimity 
with which all of them testified to these changes, 
and to their having been a sure presage of petitions 
granted. That it was so, was proved some months 
afterwards in his own case, when he received news 
from Australia that certain favors he had asked had 
been received in a most extraordinary manner by 
the friends for whom he had offered the holy Mass 
during which he had perceived the changes in the 
aspect of the miraculous picture. 

At other times our Lady, Mgr. Dillon says, seems 
herself to speak in a wonderful, mysterious manner 
to the heart of the supplicant, inspiring him to act 
in a manner of which until then he had never before 
thought. 

The famous General of the Augustinian Order, 
Francis Xavier Vasquez, who lived during the Pon- 



60 OUR LADY OF GOOD COUNSEL. 



tificateof the sagacious and learned Pontiff Benedict 
XIV., also expresses himself thus in a Latin letter 
addressed to the Fathers of his Order: "We have 
beheld at Genazzano that most comely picture car- 
ried thither by angelic hands from Albanian regions, 
in the year 1467, the heavenly beauty of which de- 
lights the hearts of all beholders, and whose aspect 
is nbw joyful, now sad, according to the disposition 
of the visitor who approaches it." 

The same changes were also observed by Andrew 
Bacci, a Canon of the Basilica of St Mark in Rome, 
who lived in the last century. 

It may also be mentioned that Don Stephen 
Andrew Rodota, a priest belonging to one of the 
families of Albanian emigrants who had settled in 
Calabria after the Turkish occupation of Epirus and 
Illyria, having heard whilst he was at the College of 
St. Athanasius in Rome, in the year 1713, of the won- 
derful picture which was worshipped at Genazzano, 
was inflamed with an ardent desire to visit it. When 
he arrived at the place he was received by the relig- 
ious with the greatest affection and cordiality. As 
soon as they found what was his nationality and 
that he was a priest of the Greek rite, the holy and 
venerable picture was at once uncovered for him 
and he was permitted to celebrate Mass at the altar 
placed before it. 

Several years afterwards when he again visited 
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Genazzano and was engaged in most fervent suppli- 
cations for the great cause which he had at heart, 
namely, the erection of a Pontifical College at San 
Benedetto Ullano in Calabria Cintra, he confessed 
to his friends that he saw, at that very moment, the 
picture change in color and become tike to a crimson 
rose. He moreover heard a sweet interior voice say 
to him : "Take courage, Don Stephen, because if 
what you ask redounds to the honor and glory of my 
Son, know that I will obtain it for you and hear 
your prayer." Need it be said that his petition was 
granted and that in the time of Pope. Clement XII. 
a Pontifical College, with a bishop of the Greek 
rite as president, was established in Calabria. 

Lastly may be cited, as a witness to these miracu- 
lous changes, Luigi Tosi one of the principal painters 
residing in the year 1747 in Rome. Whilst engaged 
in making a copy of the sacred picture for his 
native city of Genoa, he observed that it changed 
very frequently, both in countenance and color. 
About the nineteenth hour, several of the Augus- 
tinian fathers being present, the holy picture 
J being uncovered the expression of the face was seen 
to be "joyful, sweet, and pale as usual." Then at the 
twentieth hour, all of a sudden, it changed counte- 
nance and color, appearing to the eyes of Tosi and 
of the Fathers with, a new air of majesty, and with a 
face so lit up, so rosy and brilliant, that the two 

t 

» 
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cheeks of our Lady seemed to be like two roses 
fresh and vermilion colored. 

" This unlooked for, most visible, and most power- 
ful change caused in the minds of all present so 
immense a stupor and tenderness that one of the 
company broke into such a copious flood of tears 
that he had to depart weeping from the holy chapel 
and the holy altar." 

The narrator goes on to say that Tosi had also 
frequently and particularly observed that "as the 
holy picture changed its aspect, so also did it alter 
as regarded the expression and light of its eyes. If 
the face were pleasant and serene, the eyes would 
become majestic and joyful ; if its color were pale 
and wan so also would appear the virginal pupils of 
its eyes." 

Amongst the other interesting observations made 
by Tosi may be mentioned the fact that when he had 
placed himself in a sitting position upon the altar, 
in order to be better able to make his copy of the 
picture, the forms of the Virgin and Child became so 
confused to him that he did not know how to com- 
mence. 

It is perhaps because the innumerable artists 
who have essayed to copy the sacred picture have 
not been possessed with feelings of sufficient rever- 
ence and love that they have always failed to pro- 
duce a true and exact resemblance to it. Tosi 
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himself affirms that of all the copies he had him- 
self seen, and which had been made at different 
times with the advantage of repeated studies of the 
original, not one of them in the least resembled 
what seemed to him to be more properly an an- 
gelic than a human work. 

He also states that the study he had made, 
whilst yet a disciple of the celebrated artist Soli- 
mane, of ancient and modern pictures of Holy 
Mary, enabled him to assert that the picture at 
Genazzano belonged neither to the Greek or Gothic 
styles, or to that of either past ages or of the pres- 
ent time ; in his opinion, some artist, he says, very 
much better than man, or at least some very holy 
man, painted it. And this, he adds, is so much 
more likely to be the case because it cannot be dis- 
cerned whether it is not a portrait which has been 
miraculously and with celestial colors impressed, 
and as if inviscerated in a simple crust of wall- 
plaster which is the whole support of so great a 
treasure. 

It was on this occasion that the Fathers who 
signed the narration observed that "after fresh ocu- 
lar and most exact inspection they could not but 
feel it to be a continual and most patent miracle, 
that this holy picture, two palms high and a palm 
and a half broad, impressed upon a simple crust of 
wall plaster, should have been preserved for three 
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centuries, or thereabouts, and still be intact, unin- 
jured, and perfect, without the countenance of the 
Mother or Son having suffered any damage what- 
ever ; all the more that the thin crust of plaster on 
■which it is seen so well impressed and colored has 
not behind it any support or anything whatever 
except the edge of the wall on which it could rest 
or be sustained." 

Then follow the names of Luigi Tosi, Canon 
Bacci, and sundry of the Augustinian Fathers who 
subscribed the document "in full, ample faith in 
all that had been said and faithfully registered." 



MIRACLES AT THE SHRINE. 65 



CHAPTER V. 

MIRACLES AT THE SHRINE. 

jff T has been well said that the translation from 
W Scutari of the sacred picture of Our Lady of 
^ Good Counsel and its apparition at Genazzano 
are in themselves a series of miracles. Closely con- 
nected with them are its position, almost entirely 
detached as it is from the wall ; its preservation 
during a lapse of four hundred years ; the surpris- 
ing freshness of its colors, and its wonderful changes 
of aspect. 

In connection with the unsupported position of 
the picture we find a remarkable attestation of it 
contained in a letter addressed by the Prior of the 
Augustinians at Genazzano to Father Dominic 
Ricitelli, General of that Order. 

After stating that the chapter of St. Peter's at 
Rome had sent two crowns of gold to Genazzano, 
one for the most holy Madonna, and the other for 
the Child, he goes on to say that on Tuesday, the 
17th of November, 1682, one of the canons, in pres- 
ence of the whole people, having removed the 
glass which covers the picture, saw to his no small 
5 
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astonishment, that the picture was painted on a 
thin plaster which touched the wall only at the ex- 
tremity above the head. When the canon put his 
hand on the surface of the picture the plaster bent 
and yielded as though it had been a piece of cloth. 
This fact made him and all who were present feel 
no ordinary emotions of surprise and caused them 
firmly to believe that the picture was miraculously 
sustained. In order to place the crowns it was 
found necessary to use strings attached to nails 
which were fastened in the wall above ; it not being 
possible to fasten them to the picture itself. 

With regard to this letter of the Prior's, Monsig- 
nor Dillon observes that the picture touches the 
wall somewhere, and that in the office of the feast 
of Our Lady of Good Counsel the Church distinctly 
states that the sacred picture, "appeared wonder- 
fully on the side of the wall." This, however, does 
not, he considers, contradict the belief that at first, 
for a more or less indefinite time, it stood in mid- 
air, and afterwards probably touched only the ex- 
treme verge of the unfinished wall, thereby permit- 
ting the remainder to be constructed behind and at 
some distance from the picture. 

When he had the rare privilege of examining it 
his supposition was confirmed by finding that, 
although he could not see it had any support what- 
ever from the wall at the back, it, nevertheless, 
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seemed to touch a projection of the rough wall at 
its lower extremity. 

This continued miracle is, however, as nothing 
compared with the wonders worked at the shrine 
in favor of all who visit it, filled as they are with a 
loving confidence and faith in the all-powerful in- 
tercession of the Virgin Mother of God. The mere 
contemplation of the sacred picture, Mgr. Dillon 
says, produces effects which can be looked upon as 
nothing short of miraculous, "so that all who have 
experienced the mercy of our Lady in this her 
Sanctuary, tell of a joy and consolation experi- 
enced, and of a wisdom and strength obtained 
which are beyond the power of language to de- 
scribe." 

"Before the sacred picture," he adds, "the pain 
of the spirit, the most terrible of any with which 
human nature can be afflicted, is infallibly relieved. 
The troubled find repose ; the afflicted consolation. 
A calm and holy peace is infused into the soul, and 
seems a foretaste of that rest which the blessed en- 
joy in Paradise. 

"This peace," he further observes, "must come 
to the sinner through Mary or not come at all. It 
would be impossible to say how many have re- 
ceived it in her Sanctuary at Genazzano. There, a 
mission continually progresses where the Virgin 
Mother of Good Counsel herself is the only preach- 
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er ; but a preacher so powerful that miracles of 
conversion are continuously worked by the secret, 
ineffable words which she speaks to the soul from 
her sacred picture. Under her influence, the pent- 
up secrets of an overburdened heart are poured 
forth with strange ease in the tribunal of penance 
even by those who have desecrated that healing 
sacrament for years. Inveterately bad habits are 
corrected ; difficulties thought to be insurmount- 
able disappear. The power to make restitution, to 
forgive deep injuries, to repair scandal, to effect 
reconciliation, is obtained. Finally, the sinner, be- 
sides reconciliation with God, receives that living, 
loving, constant devotion to Mary which is a mark, 
and a sure one, of predilection. 

" Then, as in great matters, so in those which 
are smaller, all are sure to experience in this holy 
Sanctuary of Mary the true compassion, the quick 
and tender feeling of a mother, so interested in the 
smallest wants of her children that she is always 
ready to alleviate their slightest troubles or physi- 
cal sufferings by employing, in season and out of 
season, her power with God. As ready now as at 
the wedding of Cana to say to Jesus, 'They have 
no wine,' she is as certain now as she was then to 
obtain whatever she may demand. Thus it has 
often happened that amidst the multitudes who 
have always flocked to the chapel of St. Biagio, 
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there have been many who have asked for visible 
miracles, and visible patent miracles have been ac- 
cordingly granted in an abundance unsurpassed in 
the annals of miraculous shrines ever since their 
existence." 

Of these miracles, the earlier series is recorded 
in a codex drawn up by the Augustinian Fathers, 
who, as guardians of the Sanctuary at Genazzano, 
determined to have a list made of those which were 
daily worked before the sacred picture. In order 
that this record might be as exact and authentic as 
possible, they employed the public notary of Gen- 
azzano to examine all the witnesses and facts con- 
nected with the miracles, that the Holy Father, 
who would doubtless in course of time order an in- 
quiry, might be supplied with trustworthy informa- 
tion. 

The notary commenced his labors as early as two 
days after the wonderful apparition, and continued 
them until the following August. Unfortunately, 
his registries were afterwards lost, but happily the 
devotion of a scribe, who had come on a pilgrimage 
to the shrine, had inspired him to make a copy of 
them. This valuable codex, written upon sheets of 
beautiful bombazine, in clearf ornamental charac- 
ters, contained all the depositions which had been 
taken by the notary. The whole of these deposi- 
tions were afterwards bound into one volume, which 
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remained in the possession of the Augustinian Fath- 
ers until the spoliation of their convent by the 
French at the beginning of the present century. 

In the year 1747 it was epitomized by De Orgio, 
and on its being critically examined some thirty 
years afterwards, was pronounced to belong to a 
period dating as far back as, at least, the fifteenth 
century. It narrates the particulars of no less than 
one hundred and sixty-one miracles performed by 
means of the sacred picture from the second day after 
its appearance, April 27, 1467, to the 14th of August, 
in the same year. * Hail, Queen of Heaven !" ex- 
claims the pious scribe in his preface, " behold, here 
is the copy of the history of the miracles performed 
by thy prayers for the clients of thy most sacred pic- 
ture, which appeared in the church of Santa Maria 
of Genazzano, the oratory and dwelling of the Friar 
Hermits of St. Augustine, in the year of Our Lord 
1467. These miracles were afterwards written down, 
I say, by hand and testimony in three months and 
seventeen days of the above-mentioned year, that 
is, from the XXVII. day of April to the XIV. day 
of August. Being scattered in many parts, I have 
reduced them into one, copying them word for 
word, not indeed as I ought to have done, but as I 
was able. I confess to thee and demand of thee 
pardon for the negligence I have been guilty of, in 
that I might have been much more brief in my copy 
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than I have been. Nevertheless, badly done though 
they be, I beg of thee to be pleased to accept my 
writings, together with myself, who am dedicated 
to thee, and with devout heart desirous that with 
thy aid I may once more, before my death, behold 
thy miraculous and most sacred picture with my 
bodily eyes, as I contemplate it even now with my 
mental eyes. Meanwhile, kneeling before thee, I 
cry aloud : ' Pray for me now and at the hour of 
death.' " 

Of the hundred and sixty-one miracles recorded 
by this devout scribe ten persons suffering from 
malignant fevers were cured, six attacked by paraly- 
sis were restored to the perfect use of their limbs, 
twenty blind people received sight, six women were 
cured of dangerous diseases, two dumb persons re- 
covered the use of speech, three the use of hearing, 
three were cured of dropsy, five of leprosy, four of 
fatal wounds, two of epileptic fits ; three insane pa- 
tients and two possessed by the devil were liber- 
ated, two infidels obtained the grace of faith, one 
unhappy criminal escaped capital punishment ; four 
people bitten by venomous animals were healed, 
eighteen in the agonies of death were raised up, 
and one absolutely dead was restored to life. These 
miracles were worked upon persons of all ages and 
of all ranks and conditions of life. 

The details of some few of the miracles selected 
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from this long list cannot fail to interest our read- 
ers. One of these occurred in the month of May, 
when "Most Holy Mary of Paradise" cured Anto- 
nio Cerroni, of Pisciano, who in penalty of his in- 
credulity with regard to the translation of the holy 
picture had suddenly become crippled and para- 
lyzed. On the previous day Rita de Santis, daugh- 
ter of Giovanni Pietro, of Castello de Gerano, was 
delivered from a devil by which she had long been 
possessed. Some days later a poor old woman, 
called Tizia, who was on her way to visit the holy 
picture, fell into a deep chasm full of stumps and 
thorn-bushes. In her distress she called upon Our 
Lady of Good Counsel, and afterwards declared that 
Most Holy Mary had appeared to her visibly and 
liberated her, so that she was able to pursue her 
way to Genazzano. 

On the 23d of May no less than ten miracles or 
graces were obtained in a few hours. It is no won- 
der that De Orgio styles this "a great day." 

On the 24th of May as a certain Niccole Grisante 
of Guadagnola, was returning home from Genaz- 
zano he was asked whether he had seen any miracle 
performed by the holy picture. " Miracles ? What 
miracles ?" he contemptuously exclaimed. " I have 
seen none." The following night one of his little 
sons, named Martino, was suddenly taken with ter- 
rible convulsions and seemed about to expire. The 
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affrighted father, feeling in his conscience that he 
was being punished for the sin of contempt which 
he had committed, cast himself upon his face weep- 
ing and sobbing ; then taking his little child in his 
arms he carried him a distance of ten or twelve 
miles over a steep mountain to Genazzano and de- 
posited his precious burden at the feet of Our Lady 
of Good Counsel. The poor child was cured in an 
instant, and the father, incredulous no longer, re- 
turned to his home rejoicing and filled with faith 
and devotion to the Holy Mother of God. 

Many other miracles were worked in the month 
of May, which we have not space to recount. We 
will therefore pass on to June, the 6th day of which 
was illustrated by six miracles. On the nth Anto- 
nuccia, daughter of Niccolo da Tumone, having 
been terrified by a horrible apparition which had 
appeared to her in her father's house, constantly 
shivered night and day, and rejected every species of 
food. She was then taken by one of her uncles to 
the holy chapel. The moment she saw the sacred 
picture she became serene and tranquil, and never 
afterward suffered from trembling or fears. June 
20th proved to be another " joyful and auspicious 
day," as on it thirteen signal graces were conferred 
by our Lady on her clients. 

On the 15th of July Pietro Georgio, aSclavonian, 
who w r as suffering from a mortal illness, and had 
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been given up by the physicians, received on his 
sick bed a visit from a companion who had re- 
turned from a visit to the miraculous picture. On 
his friend saying to him, " Pietro, why do you not 
make a vow to the miraculous Madonna of Genaz- 
zano ?" the dying man turned in spirit to the pic- 
ture and made the vow. The next moment he 
rose from his bed perfectly restored, and speedily 
set out for Genazzano, there to fulfil his vow, after 
which he made the usual declaration on oath to 
the authorities, as to the reason of his pilgrimage 
to the shrine. 

On the 7th of August seven miracles were 
worked ; amongst the subjects of them was one 
Constantiue da Carolis, the faithful servant of Sig- 
nor Antonietto of Castel Nuovo. 

It is in the following quaint language that De 
Orgio relates the miracle. " Being taken," he says, 
"with a great and most dangerous malady, Con- 
stantine at length went the way of all flesh. He 
was given up by the physicians and received the 
last sacraments of the Church in presence of many 
who assisted his soul in its last passage. After- 
wards, when he was vested in his grave-clothes and 
laid out as the dead are, his afflicted master in- 
vited the clergy to celebrate for him the usual 
obsequies. 

"On returning to his house he gazed upon the 
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corpse of his faithful servant, who had tenderly 
loved him, and broke into a flood of tears. Then 
he threw himself upon the ground and, as he after- 
wards stated in his public affidavit, exclaimed, 'O 
most Holy Virgin of Genazzano, I supplicate thee, 
if it be for the better, that thou wouldst pray to 
God to give me back my servant, and I promise 
thee to bring him to Genazzano to offer thanks be- 
fore thy holy picture.' The Sovereign Empress of 
the Heavens, Mary, the most Holy Mother of 
Good Counsel, who was invocated with such lively 
faith, heard the fervent and sorrowful prayer. 

•'Then, to the universal and exceeding wonder of 
all present, the dead servant in an instant lifted his 
head, opened his eyes, and, overcome with stupefac- 
tion, tried to get up. As soon as he saw his weep- 
ing master he unloosened his tongue, and cried out, 
' For charity's sake give me a little nourishment !' 
Afterwards he stood up and turning to those about 
him declared himself to be free from all inconve- 
nience and pain. After having been informed of 
the manner and the reason of his miraculous resur- 
rection he instantly set out with his master to Gen- 
azzano, where they both betook themselves to the 
chapel of the Holy Picture, and there with joyful 
voices praised and thanked the Virgin Mother of 
Good Counsel for the favor she had bestowed upon 
them." 



f6 OUR LADY OF GOOD COUNSEL. 



Another miracle, also related by De Orgio, tells 
of the miraculous liberation of a criminal sentenced 
to be executed at Siena. On the eve of the fatal 
morning his confessor, a Franciscan Father, tired 
of the prisoner's entreaties to save him, and unable 
to reconcile him to his justly deserved doom, at 
last exclaimed, " If the miraculous Madonna who 
has just appeared at Genazzano does not liberate 
you from death, you most certainly will pass to 
eternity to-morrow." 

After the Father had departed, John cast himself 
in agony with his face to the ground and began to 
weep bitterly. Then he exclaimed, " O Most 
Holy Virgin, if you will grant me this grace, I will 
immediately afterwards cast myself at your feet 
and offer you my thanks for so great a miracle." 
Having thus spoken he suddenly discovered that 
the chains on his legs were broken. Full of won- 
der he endeavored to make his escape, but the 
window of his cell was so high that he could not 
reach it. However, he again made the attempt, 
and then felt as if an invisible ladder, enabling him 
to ascend to it, was placed beneath his feet. But 
the window overlooked a tremendous precipice, 
which if he fell into, he would be dashed to pieces. 
His companions then cried out, " Fool that you are, 
come down and prepare for death, or otherwise you 
will go to ruin." He, however, having taken cour- 
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age, and being tilled with lively faith at having seen 
his fetters broken miraculously, made the sign of 
the Cross, and without further delay cast himself 
down, crying out repeatedly, " O Holy Mary of 
Genazzano, help me." 

Then, oh, what a prodigy ! Something like a 
celestial cloud bore him downwards, and he found 
himself on the earth uninjured, as though he had 
not fallen. In presence of this great miracle, ac- 
companied as it was by so many others, even hu- 
man justice relented and forgiveness was granted 
to the criminal. Full of joy he set forth for Gen- 
azzano, and there on the nth of July, 1467, he 
offered thanks to his heavenly Liberatrix, and de- 
posed on oath upon the holy Gospels, in the pres- 
ence of the Fathers and the legal authorities, to the 
great miracle which had been performed in his be- 
half. 

Three hundred years passed away, during which 
period the same species of miracles as those re- 
corded in the earliest registers were being con- 
stantly witnessed and the same graces bestowed, 
and then another register was opened at the sug- 
gestion of Canon Bacci, and was continued during 
the space of four years. Between these two periods 
no formal records were kept except when some re- 
markable incident connected with a miracle almost 
necessitated the committal of it to writing. The 
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same is the case at present ; it being quite imprac- 
ticable for the Fathers to make daily notes of what 
miracles occur amongst the crowds which visit the 
shrine, especially on occasion of a pilgrimage. 

A wonderful cure was witnessed by Mgr. Dillon 
on the 8th of September, 1882. As it is one which 
came under his own observation, and was exam- 
ined into by himself as well as proved by docu- 
mentary evidence, he gives all the details respect- 
ing it. They are as follows : It appears that the 
pilgrimage to Genazzano, which takes place annu- 
ally on the feast of the Nativity of our Lady, was 
in September, 1882, unusually large, and Mgr. Dil- 
lon noticed, when entering the church, on the 
morning of the feast, that the excitement and de- 
vout exclamations of one little body of pilgrims 
were unusually demonstrative. 

He imagined, at first, that some one amongst 
them had fainted, or had suddenly been taken ill. 
And yet this could not be, for it was the exultant 
joyful cry of Evviva Maria, Evviva Maria, la madre 
nostra del B11011 Consiglio, which was being uttered 
again and again. At last, after a lengthened stay 
before the chapel, the band had to make way for 
others. The pilgrims therefore retired backwards in 
the usual manner as from the presence of royalty. 
When they had reached the principal door of the 
church, the reason of their excitement was discov- 
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ered. For in their midst was seen a young girl 
apparently about nineteen or twenty years of age, 
and whose face was bathed in tears. On coming 
out of the sacred edifice, she gazed with an in- 
describable look of mingled bewilderment, joy, and 
devotion at the bright sun in the clear morning sky, 
at the houses in the square, and at the multitude 
which filled the piazza and thronged the large stone 
stairs leading to the platform before the porch of 
the church. With delighted amazement and as 
though involuntarily, she then raised her hands to 
heaven, and burst into a passion of tears and sobs, 
whilst her weeping companions uttered again and 
again their cvvivas and gratias to their beloved 
Madonna of Good Counsel. 

The surrounding multitudes, accustomed for 
years either to see or to hear of miracles performed 
at the shrine, took up the cry, though probably none 
of them knew the precise nature of the grace which 
had just been granted. But it was enough for them 
to understand that there had occurred new and 
fresh reason for thanks. So the Evviva Maria 
always present in their hearts rose at once to their 
lips, and the glad thanksgiving resounded through 
the air. 

As soon as the little band had made its way to 
the piazza, Mgr. Dillon had an opportunity of learn- 
ing the cause of the young girl's excitement, and the 
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reason of her tears of joy. He found that for some 
time she had completely, and as the best medical 
authorities had testified, lost the sight of the left 
eye through an acute and most painful neuralgic 
affection, and her agonies, which were excruciating, 
had brought on the terrible disease of epilepsy. 
After having been treated for a considerable period 
by Dr. Ordeschi, who was the municipal medical 
officer of her native town, about fourteen miles from 
Genazzano, she consulted three of the best oculists 
and physicians in Rome, but unhappily they could 
do nothing for her. 

Gradually she grew worse and worse until her 
sufferings had increased to such an extent that it 
seemed as though death could not but have been a 
relief to her and to her family. The parish priest, 
in expectation of the worst, had done all he could, 
and together with her physician visited her daily, 
when she was suddenly inspired with the resolution 
to make a pilgrimage to the Virgin Mother of Good 
Counsel on the Feast of our Lady's Nativity. 

Notwithstanding the fears entertained of the 
dangerous consequences which were likely to result 
from the fits of epilepsy with which it was believed 
she was certain to be attacked during the journey, 
nothing could shake her determination to go to 
Genazzano, and that, too, on foot. At last her 
widowed mother consented, and set out with her. 
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To the surprise of all her fellow-pilgrims she was 
free from fits during the journey and also on the 
following day, but she continued as blind in the left 
eye as she was before. Still her pains had ceased, 
and she was able to perform all the penitential 
observances which the most fervent among the pil- 
grims are wont to impose upon themselves. 

Advancing upon her knees from the great door of 
the church to the rails of the Sanctuary, she licked 
the marble pavement the whole way. Then, after 
she had been to confession and received Holy Com- 
munion, just as she was kneeling in earnest suppli- 
cation before the altar of our Lady, she felt as 
though a soft hand gently passed itself across her 
eyes, and instantly she obtained her lost sight. 

The first object she was able to perceive distinctly 
with her left eye was the beautiful miraculous pic- 
ture of the Virgin Mother of Good Counsel, smiling 
and looking benignantly upon her. Hence the 
excitement ; and hence the tears and cries of joy of 
which Mgr. Dillon had been a witness. 

But lie was anxious to know something more of 
the nature of the cure ; whether it was real and 
permanent and whether it could be corroborated by 
trustworthy witnesses. The parish priest of Laga- 
rola, Vincenzo Mannucci, and Doctor Ordeschi 
would of course have been able to supply him with 
information, but unfortunately he was unacquainted 
6 
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with either of them. All he could do was to apply 
to the Prior of the Convent. He, however, knew 
nothing whatever of what had occurred. Mgr. 
Dillon then made inquiry of Father Berio, the Sub- 
Prior, who had served the Sanctuary for forty years. 
But he, too, pleaded total ignorance of the recent 
miracle, saying "We are not thirty confessors here 
in all, and twelve thousand communions have 
already been made to-day. The Madonna works 
miracles all day long and is always working them. 
It would be impossible for us to attend to every 
detail concerning them, the examination of witnesses 
and all the other requirements of canon law. These 
good people receive graces and obtain miracles 
which are well known in their respective neighbor- 
hoods, and therefore they continue to come here in 
ceaseless crowds, even as they have done during the 
last four centuries. All we can do on these occa- 
sions — and even that is more than we can manage 
— is to attend to their spiritual concerns." 

It was evident, therefore, that the Fathers could 
not give any assistance to Mgr. Dillon in prosecut- 
ing his inquiries. Fortunately, however, some time 
after the feast, a communication was received from 
the arch-priest of Lagarola, informing the Prior of 
the Augustinian Fathers that a young girl of his 
flock named Lidia Vermini had been miraculously 
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cured of blindness and epilepsy at the Sanctuary of 
Genazzano. 

The Prior wrote back at once for a more formal 
and explicit statement, not only from the arch- 
priest but also from the medical officer, which re- 
quest being complied with, Mgr. Dillon was en- 
abled to read the letters and to see that they bore 
out in every respect the information he had re- 
ceived on the day the miracle had been obtained. 

He was, nevertheless, anxious to know whether 
the cure had been complete and permanent. 
Therefore in the January of the following year he 
went with Father Berio to Zagarola and visited the 
arch-priest, who fully satisfied him on both these 
points. 

Mgr. Dillon also saw the mother of the young 
girl, a widow with eight children. Lidia, being 
the eldest daughter, had been of the greatest use 
to her mother in the management of her large 
family, and therefore the long illness with which 
she had been visited had been no small trial to the 
poor woman. 

She further informed Mgr. Dillon that the cure 
of her daughter was the second miracle for which 
she had cause to be overwhelmed with gratitude 
towards the Virgin Mother of Good Counsel. This 
miracle had occurred in the case of her second son, 
who, when quite a boy, suffered to such an extent 
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from a nervous disease that he could not stand up- 
right. His poor mother did all in her power for 
him but without avail, and she had the grief of see- 
ing him pining away before her eyes until he was 
worn to a skeleton. 

In her distress she bethought herself of Our 
Lady of Good Counsel, a copy of whose beautiful 
picture was affixed to the external wall of a house 
in her street. This picture she managed to obtain 
and with all due reverence and love to bring to the 
bedside of her son. Then she besought her heav- 
enly Mother with all the agony of an earthly moth- 
er's heart to cure her child. Scarcely, she said, 
was her prayer ended when the boy suddenly 
vomited a large quantity of fetid matter, as if 
something had burst within him, and in a very 
short time he asked for food. A few days after- 
wards he was out of bed and fast recovering his 
strength. 

After having conversed with the mother, Mgr. 
Dillon went in quest of Lidia, whom he found at 
some distance from the town working with the 
other children of the family in a vineyard. She 
was in excellent health, the sight of her left eye 
was as good as ever, and she had never experienced 
the slightest return of the attacks of epilepsy. She 
stated that before she left Zagarola for Genazzano 
she had been perfectly confident that our Lady 
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would cure her. It was true, she said, that she had 
licked the pavement, but this was entirely from her 
own devotion ; she had not been advised to do so 
by her confessor or any other priest. She had, 
moreover, vowed that as long as she was able she 
would go on a yearly pilgrimage to Genazzano in 
thanksgiving for her cure. She had a large bronze 
medal of Our Lady of Good Counsel on her breast, 
and there was a picture of the Madonna in every 
room of her house. 

Our limits will not permit us to give any further 
details respecting the miracles described by Mgr. 
Dillon, but we cannot refrain from quoting Canon 
Spencer Northcote's interesting notice of the pres- 
ervation of the late Cardinal Acton and some friends 
of his while on their way to the shrine of Our 
Lady of Good Counsel in 1845. " Genazzano," he 
says, "has always been a favorite place of pilgrimage 
for our own ecclesiastical students in the English 
College at Rome, and Cardinal Acton had a special 
devotion towards it. On the occasion of his visit 
there in the autumn of 1845, he met with an accident 
which might well have proved fatal both to himself 
and his companions. He was travelling from Pales- 
trina with his chaplain and servants and three stu- 
dents of the English College* (a party of eight in all) 



* All still surviving and priests in the dioceses of Liverpool 
and Salford. 
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when the carriage was upset in a very dangerous 
part of the road. Carriage, horses, and passengers 
were precipitated over a bank to the depth oi 
twenty feet, 'yet,' as one of the party writes, 'not 
one of us had so much as a scratch, as far as I 
know, and I never heard mention of injury to any, 
except that the butler, who was more frightened 
than hurt, complained of being much shaken. Of 
course he and the others outside were flung some 
way into the field ; we who were inside fell on one 
another, the Cardinal being immediately below me. 
The carriage windows were thrown up by the fall, 
but were unbroken until some men came and broke 
them to drag us out. The carriage was not much 
injured; some of the iron-work was twisted, and the 
pole broken which caused a deep flesh-wound in 
one of the horses. We walked on, saying the Ro- 
sary, to the neighboring town where the Bishop 
received us and sent us to Genazzano. On our 
arrival there, the rector and students and the re- 
ligious community all joined us in the Te Deum, 
which was repeated on the following morning, for 
the miraculous deliverance which a good God had 
given us.' The Cardinal had a copy of the mirac- 
ulous picture executed, which he always retained 
for his own private devotion, and which is now in 
the sacristy of the church of Our Lady of the 
Angels at Stoke-upon-Trent." 
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To all these miracles of old and recent date must 
be added the remarkable preservation of Genazzano 
from pestilence and epidemics of every description 
since the apparition of the sacred picture. In the 
seventeenth century Luke Giovanni, Cardinal Co- 
lonna, Constable Colonna, and the Princes Laurence 
and Philip Colonna, together with many other 
Roman nobles, placing themselves under the pro- 
tection of the Virgin Mother of Good Counsel, were 
preserved from the plague which raged in all places 
in the vicinity of Genazzano, leaving the living 
scarce able to bury their dead. It is still more re- 
markable that of the many who have been brought 
from time to time into the town from infected lo- 
calities in a dying state not one has ever succumbed 
to the malady. 

In 1832, in 1857, and in 1867, when Italy was 
more severely visited than any other country by 
the Asiatic cholera, no city or town throughout the 
country completely escaped its ravages except one 
and that one was Genazzano. Yet no part of Italy 
was more overrun by the scourge than Latium, as 
was naturally to be expected from its vicinity to 
the Pontine marshes and the drainage of its towns. 

At Capranica, a small town not more than a 
mile from Genazzano, many of its people were dying 
every day, and this continued until nearly the 

whole of the population came in solemn pilgrim- 
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age to the shrine of the Virgin Mother of Good 
Counsel, making many vows and suppliantly be- 
seeching her to have compassion on their unfortu- 
nate town. Our Lady was graciously pleased to 
grant their prayers, and from that very day the 
cholera ceased its ravages. 

It may, moreover, be mentioned that even the 
political disturbances which have been so frequent 
throughout Italy have left Genazzano almost un- 
touched. Garibaldi obtained only a few recruits 
there, and there is no Masonic lodge in the town. 
Out of some four to five thousand souls, little more 
than a dozen persons are absent from the sacra- 
ments at the seasons required by the Church, and 
the case of any one refusing to receive the last 
sacraments is absolutely unknown. 

Thus it is evident, as the learned author, Luigi 
Vanutelli, states, that M the Queen of Heaven holds 
Genazzano exempt from all the ills of Italy ; it 
having never, or but little, suffered from the over- 
turning of States, invasions of foreign armies, ra- 
pine, conflagrations, secret societies, cruel con- 
spiracies, immoderate ambition, greedy avarice, 
unbridled license, earthquake, drought, penury, 
desolating maladies, public horror and death from 
sudden causes." The little town still proceeds on 
its old ways of devotion and faith, and its people 
remain, even as our Lady had said they should re- 
main forever, " her specially beloved children." 
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CHAPTER VI. 

DEVOTION OF POPES, ETC. 

N the preceding chapter an account has been 
given of some of the miracles which have taken 
place from time immemorial at. the shrine of 
our Lady. It will now be natural to inquire who 
have been the recipients of the graces and favors 
bestowed by the Virgin Mother of Good Counsel, 
not only at Genazzano but also in other places 
where she is honored under this perhaps the most 
cherished almost of her many beautiful titles. Her 
clients consist of all classes and of all conditions of 
men ; of Supreme Pontiffs and of humble priests, 
of earthly monarchs and of the poorest amongst 
their subjects; of the old and the young, of all, 
in a word, who have had recourse to her. 

First in order come the Vicars of Christ,— and 
here we may premise that all the Popes who have 
been the most remarkable for their devotion to Our 
Lady of Good Counsel have also been the most 
celebrated of their long and illustrious line. Of 
these Pontin's the earliest was, of course, Paul II., 



I 
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by whom was ordered an investigation into the 
proofs of the miraculous translation of the sacred 
picture and its apparition at Genazzano. It was in 
his reign, moreover, that the church of Petruccia 
was built. 

Sixtus II., who succeeded Paul, also showed an 
intense devotion to the shrine, which he proved by 
building for the Hermits of St. Augustine, to whose 
care Our Lady of Good Counsel had been pleased 
to confide her picture, a vast church and convent. 
In this way he provided for the needs of " all Italy," 
who, as Coriolanus, the General of the Augustinian 
Orddr, states, was now continually coming " pro- 
cessionally" to the shrine. 

Some time previously Sixtus had commenced 
building, and when it was completed had placed un- 
der the care of the Augustinian Fathers at Rome 
the church of Santa Maria del Popolo on the spot 
where the ashes of Nero were supposed to have 
been discovered and scattered to the winds. In 
placing this church under the care of the Augus- 
tinians, the Holy Father was animated by a desire 
to serve an order which the Virgin Mother of God 
had so visibly honored at«Genazzano. Passing by 
other Popes who showed great devotion to the shrine 
and who granted various privileges to the Sanctu- 
ary, we come to St. Pius V., in whose reign was 
fought the great battle of Lepanto, and the leader 
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of whose forces was Mark Antony Colonna, Lord of 
Genazzano. For although Don John of Austria, 
half brother of the King of Spain, commanded the 
allied fleet, it is nevertheless certain that Colonna, 
as the Pope's commander, held the second place. 
It is almost needless to add that the engagement 
was one of the bloodiest on record, and that one of 
the most formidable fleets that the world ever saw 
fell into the hands of the allied forces of Venice, 
Spain, and Rome, the Moslems never from that hour 
recovering their former position. 

The Holy Father gave to his command O^the 
Lord of Genazzano, on his return from the ej^di- 
tion a triumphal entry into the Eternal City, and 
banners taken from the Moslems were, for a long 
period, displayed in the Sanctuary of Our Lady of 
Good Counsel. That Pius V. attributed the victory 
which had been gained to the Mother of God is a 
fact too well known to require any comment. 

In the year 1630 Urban VIII. made a pilgrimage 
to the miraculous picture for the purpose of implor- 
ing Our Lady of Good Counsel to protect Rome 
against the pestilence which was then devastating 
Italy. 

The Holy Father was at that time residing at Cas- 
tel Gandolfo, the well-known country house of the 
Popes, situated on the lovely shores of the Lake of 
Albano and overlooking one of the most interesting 
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and beautiful landscapes in the world. On the day 
fixed for the pilgrimage the Pope, setting out in 
state, accompanied by a large number of cardinals 
and Roman princes and attended by the Papal 
guards in their splendid uniform, proceeded to Gen- 
azzano. The roads leading 'thither were everywhere 
spanned by triumphal arches and lined by multi- 
tudes belonging to Latium and to more distant 
provinces. 

At Cave, a little town some three miles from the 
Sanctuary, the Pontiff was met by the head of the 
house of Colonna, John, Duke of Paliario, and the 
sonT)f the Duke Philip, who had offered a silver ex- 
voto to the Sanctuary for the miraculous cure of 
his wife. Surrounded by his retainers, to the num- 
ber of eight thousand, infantry, artillery, and cav- 
alry, he received his Sovereign with all possible 
pomp, and preceding him to the entrance of Gen- 
azzano there presented him with the keys of the 
town, and made him the following address : 

"The Queen of heavenly and human beings, and 
the Mother of God, has been pleased to declare that 
she should be worshipped in this locality. Her pic- 
ture, which is here, was not brought either by the 
hands of mortals or painted by human art, but was 
suddenly seen in the temple, and, it is believed, was 
the work of a celestial artist, in order that Latium 
might also be known to have its Loreto." 
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The address ended, the Pope, amidst the roar of 
cannon and the blare of trumpets, advanced to the 
Sanctuary. Enraptured, he knelt before the picture 
of our Lady, the devotion with which during the 
whole of his previous life he had been inspired to- 
wards her becoming still more intense in her pres- 
ence. 

The next morning, whilst crowds of people, who 
could not get into the church, or even find a lodg- 
ing in the town, were waiting on the piazza, the 
Holy Father celebrated Holy Mass at the altar of 
the Virgin Mother. He was a man whose placid 
character never tempted him into extremes of either 
joy or sorrow, but on this occasion no sooner was 
the holy Sacrifice concluded than he burst into a 
flood of tears in the presence of his Court and of 
all who were assisting at his Mass. 

It was in the year 1682, that Pope Innocent XI. 
caused the picture of the Madonna to be crowned 
by the Chapter of St. Peter's. Succeeding Popes 
enriched the Sanctuary with many spiritual privi- 
leges, especially Benedict XIV. who, by apostolic 
authority, established the devotion, not only in the 
Sanctuary of Genazzano, but also in many parts of 
the Christian world. 

In 1753 he approved by a bull the Pious Union, 
at the petition of the„General of the Augustinians, 
who looked upon it as a means whereby to satisfy 
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the aspirations of the fervent clients of Our Lady 
of Good Counsel. 

The Holy Father, moreover, not only formally 
established this devotion, but in a letter to the Gen- 
eral he said: "We receive these pages with the 
greatest pleasure and esteem them much. We shall 
ourselves inscribe our name in this spiritual league, 
so that we may participate in so great a spiritual 
treasure." He was thus the first member of the 
Pious Union, which since his time has numbered 
many thousands of adherents. 

Coming down to quite recent times we find the 
illustrious Pius IX. making, in 1864, the same pil- 
grimage as that performed by his great predecessor 
Urban VIII., and with the splendor befitting a 
Sovereign and a Pope. 

So great indeed had been his devotion from his 
earliest years to the Virgin Mother of Good Counsel, 
that it was at an altar dedicated to her under that 
title at Rome that he celebrated his first Mass. He 
also always kept beside him a copy of her beautiful, 
miraculous picture, and it was to her he loved to 
pray amidst the many trials and sorrows which beset 
him ; her he loved to praise for all the spiritual con- 
solations which, in the exercise of her never-failing 
tenderness, she delighted to bestow upon him. 

It is not, alas! in the power of Leo XIII., unable 
as he is to leave the Vatican, to make a pilgrimage 
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to Genazzano, but Mgr. Dillon says he is assured on 
the authority of the present Vicar Forain of Genaz- 
zano, Don Filippo Vannutelli, that even whilst he 
was a very young ecclesiastic, Leo XIII. gave proofs 
of the love he felt for the shrine of Our Lady of 
Good Counsel. 

He is likewise a member of its Pious Union ; and 
with his own venerable hand he has written the 
words from Scripture, encouraging all to become 
children of Mary of Good Counsel, which may be 
seen inscribed beneath the picture in the Sacristy of 
Santa Maria. 

The parish priest of the Vatican states that he has 
often beheld Leo XIII. absorbed in prayer before 
the copy of the sacred original which is enthroned 
above the high altar of the Pauline Chapel — and 
which was placed there by Pius IX. In the letter 
addressed to Mgr. Dillon by His Holiness acknowl- 
edging the presentation of his book, the Pope was 
graciously pleased to say that he hoped those who 
might read the work would be moved to implore the 
protection of the Mother of God for the Church, 
which amidst the many difficulties whereby it is 
oppressed, places the utmost confidence in her 
assistance. 

The Princes of the Church have not been less fer- 
vent than the Vicars of Christ in their devotion to 
the Virgin Mother of Good Counsel. To Cardinal 
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d'Estonville, the intimate friend of Sixtus IV. and 
Ambassador of France to the Holy See, the Augus- 
tinian Fathers at Genazzano owe the enlargement of 
the church of their order at Rome. It was Cardinal 
Albano who, in 1734, erected the precious altar 
and the shrine for the sacred picture of our Lady in 
the Sanctuary at Genazzano, and two years later 
Cardinal Jerome Colonna gave the costly gifts in 
metal and coral, more precious than gold itself, 
which are still used in the decoration of the shrine 
on great festivals. 

Luigi Vannutelli, in his historical memoirs of Most 
Holy Mary of Good Counsel, mentions that in the 
autumn of 1829, Cardinal Cappellari (afterwards 
Gregory XVI.) "preceded with most tender respect 
by his friend Cardinal Bertozzoli, celebrated the un- 
bloody sacrifice upon the most acceptable altar of 
the Virgin Mother of Good Counsel at Genazzano." 

Not many seasons elapsed before three other 
illustrious wearers of the purple, Cardinal Pedicini, 
Brignoli, and Pollidori, might have been seen on one 
and the same morning celebrating Mass in the holy 
chapel, not one of them being aware of the coming 
of the others. 

The Cardinal bishops of Palestrina have always 
manifested great devotion to the Shrine. The 
present Cardinal (De Luca) has taken such deep 
interest in its welfare as to join with the Augustin- 
7 
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ian Cardinal Martinelli and the Prior of Genazzano 
in forming the committee ordered by His Holiness 
to expend the offerings of the Pious Union for the 
best advantage of the splendid church now on the 
point of completion, and in which the sacred 
chapel of Our Lady of Good Counsel is contained. 

Devotion to the Sanctuary, it will be interesting 
to know, is fast springing up amongst many of the 
prelates of English-speaking countries, great num- 
bers of whom, when staying at Rome, never fail 
to visit the Sacred Shrine. It is, moreover, a favor- 
ite place of pilgrimage for almost all the national 
colleges of Rome during their vacations, as well as 
for their venerated heads, amongst whom may be 
mentioned the Most Rev. Rector of the Irish Col- 
lege, Monsignor Kirby, Archbishop of Ephesus, 
emphatically designated by Leo XIII. ffe truly a 
holy man, " veramante un sant homo," the Very 
Rev. Rectors of the American and English Col- 
leges, and a host of other prelates and priests. 

Amongst the religious who have been animated 
with special devotion to the Virgin Mother of 
Good Counsel, St. Alphonsus Liguori holds the 
chief place. His love for her was as tender as it 
was life long. No portrait of any other saint is so 
well-known as that of St. Alphonsus, and it will 
be remembered that he is often represented with a 
copy of the miraculous picture of Our Lady of 
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Good Counsel near him. When he was about to 
die, the daughters of St. Francis de Sales, of whom 
he had long been the director, begged him to give 
them some remembrance of him. Then the Saint 
taking his cherished picture, his dearest and most 
valued possession, sent it to them with the pathetic 
message : " 1 leave you my heart." 

The same touching devotion to Our Lady of 
Good Counsel is shown by the Fathers of the 
Redemptorist Order founded by St. Alphonsus. 
In Belgium, as well as elsewhere, they have estab- 
lished sanctuaries founded on the model of that of 
Genazzano, which have produced incredible spirit- 
ual fruit. Of course the Augustinian Order has 
always been naturally foremost in showing and in 
extending devotion to Our Lady of Good Counsel, 
but it is by no means, confined to them. Other 
Orders, as well as that of the Redemptorists, prac- 
tise it. For instance, it is well known to the Marist 
Fathers, and near Lyons a beautiful chapel exists 
at their novitiate dedicated to the Virgin Mother of 
Good Counsel. Referring once more to Vannutellis' 
work, we find him stating that not a single month 
passes by in which distinguished and illustrious 
persons do not come to venerate the miraculous 
Sanctuary. "Whether they be," he says, "of the 
Sacred College or of the prelacy, or of the Italian 
or foreign nobility, I always find them of every 
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class, of every age, and of every province kneeling 
before the altar. Very often it happens that those 
desirous of celestial favors, or anxious to contem- 
plate as closely as possible the heavenly counte- 
nances of the Mother and her Child, have to give 
way one to another in turn, and then with a holy 
displeasure to force themselves away before they 
have satisfied their devotion." 

The Sanctuary is, in fact, never without worship- 
pers belonging to the highest ranks in Christen- 
dom. First and noblest amongst these is the an- 
cient house of the Hapsburgs. The venerable ex- 
Empress of Austria, being unable to travel as far 
as Genazzano in person, has been represented there 
by one of the personages of her Court, and some of 
the most valuable offerings recently presented to 
the Shrine are her gifts. , The ex Emperor was 
also distinguished by the same devotion to Our 
Lady of Good Counsel. The devotion of the mon- 
archs of Austria, it may be added, is of long date 
and goes back almost to the period of the miracu- 
lous apparition. 

Again, few persons have shown more devotion to 
the sacred picture than the Electress of Saxony, 
who in 1772 paid a personal visit to Genazzano. 
Before her arrival there, she sent a casket to the 
Sanctuary made in the form of a heart and con- 
taining her wedding-rings. On entering the church 
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she was delighted to see this token of her homage, 
hanging from the crown given to the Madonna of 
Good Counsel by the chapter of St. Peter's. 

The devotion of many of the Italian nobles to 
the Sanctuary is also very great. For instance, 
that of the Barberini, the Albani, and the Colonna 
families is historic. Not long ago, in return for 
the devotion the family had always manifested to 
the sacred picture, Prince Barberini Colonna ob- 
tained the singular favor of an heiress to his house. 
This child, Mary Consilia by name, and her parents 
frequently visit the shrine of their heavenly Bene- 
factress in order to offer up to her their praises 
and thanksgivings. 
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CHAPTER VII. 

MIRACULOUS COPIES. 

AVING attempted, with, alas ! how much of 
imperfection! to describe the miraculous 
picture of Our Lady of Good Counsel, we 
will now endeavor to give some account of a few 
of the innumerable copies which have been made 
of it. 

As has already been said, not one of the artists 
who have attempted to reproduce the original have 
succeeded in giving a perfect representation of it. 
Many of the copies are, moreover, very grotesque, 
and in others the fancy of the painter has often 
tempted him to take unpardonable liberties, not 
only as regards the coloring, but also the features 
and surroundings of the Mother and her Child. 
Still it has pleased God to bless many of these im- 
perfect copies with the same miraculous powers as 
those possessed by the wonderful original. 

The most ancient copy of all those which have 
ever been taken is probably that which may be seen 
in the parish church of St. Francis in Modena. De 
Orgio, a writer of undoubted authority, states that 
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it must have been taken as early as the time of the 
miraculous apparition itself. It has been honored 
by the people of Modena from time immemorial, 
and its shrine is visited by crowds on all the feasts 
of our Lady, novenas also taking place there before 
the 25th of April, the anniversary of the apparition. 
The graces and favors received through its means 
by the devout worshippers of Our Lady of Good 
Counsel are proved by innumerable votive offerings 
placed in the vicinity of the wonder-working pic- 
ture. 

Rude little representations of Our Lady of Good 
Counsel existed, however, prior to the one at Mo- 
dena, as will be evident from the following narra- 
tion. It should, perhaps, be premised that they 
may have been copies made at Scutari before the 
era of the miraculous translation. However that 
may be, it appears that on the 6th of July, in the 
year 1467, that is to say, very shortly after the mir- 
aculous fresco had descended upon the wall of the 
chapel of St. Biagio, a man named Mark de Stef- 
ano, a Hungarian by birth, came to Genazzano with 
one of the bands of pilgrims who were, even then, 
constantly resorting thither from far and near. Be- 
ing attired . in the curious and picturesque costume 
of the people of his country, "he naturally excited 
notice, and not only notice but ridicule. 

Not content with addressing to him mocking re- 
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marks, it is stated that some one amongst the crowd, 
snatching off the hat of a poor man and suspending 
it upon a wall, dared the Hungarian, who had a 
bow slung across his shoulders and a quiver full of 
arrows by his side, to show his skill by firing at it. 
The Hungarian, yielding to the angry impulse of 
the moment, did so, when, to the astonishment and 
terror of all present, the arrow rebounded from the 
hat as though it feared to touch it, and was seen to 
strike the Hungarian himself. 

Hastening to take down the hat the people quick- 
ly discovered that inside it the owner had placed a 
picture of Our Lady of Good Counsel. Such an in- 
stance of her power could not fail to produce in the 
minds of the spectators a great increase of faith, and 
they proved it by instantly bringing the wounded 
man to the feet of her whom he had made so long 
a pilgrimage to visit. Having implored forgiveness 
for the passion which had tempted him to let fly his 
arrow, he was instantly cured of his wounds. 

We have already given some account of the pic- 
ture painted by Luigi Tosi for his native city of 
Genoa, and it will give added interest to his work 
if the circumstances under which it was executed 
be mentioned. 

In 1774 the city was surrounded by the Austrians, 
who in the previous year, after three months' occu- 
pation, had been driven out by the heroism of the 
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inhabitants. But the strength of the city had been 
exhausted in the effort, and when the invaders once 
more appeared and no friendly hand was stretched 
out to defend and save her, there seemed to be no 
longer any hope for Genoa the Superb. 

It was at this juncture, in her fortunes that one of 
her sons, an Augustinian friar, who was at that time 
in Rome, was suddenly inspired to have recourse, 
on behalf of his beloved city and his people, to the 
Virgin Mother of Good Counsel at Genazzano. Be- 
taking himself immediately to his fellow-townsman, 
Luigi Tosi, who was looked upon as one of the chief 
artists then residing in Rome, he begged him to go 
to Genazzano and make as quickly as was conson- 
nant with due care a faithful copy of the miraculous 
picture. 

As soon as it was finished the Augustinian friar 
was enabled to get it conveyed into Genoa at all haz- 
ards and in spite of the vigilance exercised by the 
Austrians. He must doubtless have already heard 
from Tosi of the miraculous roseate hue which had 
been seen to overspread the features of the Blessed 
Virgin whilst his copy of the sacred picture was in 
course of execution, and he would naturally have 
looked upon it as a sure guarantee that Our Lady 
of Good Counsel was about to listen to the prayers 
of her children and to save his native city from the 
fate with which she was menaced. Therefore, filled 
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with joy and gratitude, he sent tidings to his fellow- 
citizens of the favor in store for them, and of the 
gift he was about to make them. No wonder, then, 
that they received it with tears of rejoicing. 

Going out in solemn procession they met the pic- 
ture, and carrying it by the battered walls in sight 
of the hostile fleet and past the shot-riddled towers 
and palaces of the city, they placed it, amidst glad 
hymns and psalms of thanksgiving, in the church of 
the Augustinians. 

That very night, whilst thousands of people were 
kneeling before it and lifting up their voices in ear- 
nest supplication to the Virgin Mother of God to 
save Genoa and her children, the cannonading sud- 
denly ceased, the invading army struck its tents, 
and before the morning's dawn the standards of the 
enemy were seen floating over their serried ranks 
as they crossed the hills which looked down upon 
the city. 

The hostile fleet then spreading sail moved slowly 
from the harbor to the open sea, and ere twenty- 
four hours had elapsed since the arrival of the pic- 
ture the last of the invading forces had departed at 
the bidding of the Virgin Mother of Good Counsel. 

No second causes were either at the time, or ever 
have been since then, assigned in explanation of this 
sudden and unexpected departure of the forces. It 
is clear, therefore, that the deliverance of Genoa 
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cannot be looked upon as anything short of miracu- 
lous. Down to the present day the Genoese show 
great devotion, as well they may, to Our Lady of 
Genazzano, keeping her feasts in the same manner 
as they are celebrated at her Shrine. Innumerable 
have always been and still are the miracles worked 
in the Augustinian church, where Tosi's miraculous 
copy is preserved with jealous care. 

The most remarkable, however, of all the copies 
of the sacred picture is, in Mgr. Dillon's opinion, 
the one which is now venerated in the church of 
St. Benedict, at Frosinone, a town distant about 
forty miles from Genazzano. The devotion of its 
inhabitants towards Our Lady of Good Counsel is 
so great that scarcely a house in the place is to be 
found in which there is not a copy of the miracu- 
lous picture. Amongst them a very beautiful re- 
production, taken by a skilled artist, was in posses- 
sion of the noble and wealthy family of the Cicer- 
oni, who obtained it, it is impossible to say how long 
ago, from an Augustinian Father named Palladi. 
And here comes the interesting and surprising part 
of the story. 

It happened that in the year 1760, the family 
numbered among their household servants a pious 
woman named Maria Solome Roma. She had been 
with the Ciceroni many years and was greatly and 
deservedly valued by them for her faithful service. 
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Her greatest consolation and her chief happiness 
was to spend her spare moments before her master's 
beautiful picture of Our Lady of Good Counsel, and 
it gave her no small delight to bring others to pray 
with her and ask for the graces she had so often re- 
ceived herself. 

On one occasion, when her sister, a girl of fifteen 
years of age, was engaged with her in prayer, sud- 
denly they saw our Lady open and close her eyes, 
thinking that they had most likely been deceived, 
they summoned the family to behold the miracle. 
All doubts as to its reality were soon put to rest, for 
the miracle continued in presence of them all, and not 
in their presence only, but in that of the whole town 
for a period of six months. It was then found 
requisite to convey the picture to the church, where 
it still remains and is still venerated. Although the 
movement of its eyes has never been repeated, pro- 
digies of grace and mercy, the healing of the body 
and the conversion of the heart, are continually 
occurring by its means. 

Rome itself being so near to Genazzano, and being 
one of the first of the Italian cities to hear of the 
wonderful picture which had appeared there, was 
quickly furnished with copies of the Madonna of 
Good Counsel. 

In many of the churches of the Eternal City, 
paintings in fresco and in oil exist, while colored 
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pictures, engravings of all sizes, and rude representa- 
tions of the sacred original are also to be found in 
abundance in the streets and houses. The Virgin 
Mother of Good Counsel frequently occupies a con- 
spicuous place on the wall of some poor dwelling, 
and equally often a lamp may be seen burning be- 
fore the picture, testifying to the devotion of the 
family. 

In several churches special chapels are erected to 
Our Lady of Good Counsel, as for instance the 
Church of St. Augustine with which the church at 
Genazzano is so closely united. There is yet another 
in the Pauline Chapel of the Vatican, and one in the 
Church of Santa Maria del Popolo, so well known 
to English visitors at Rome. In the Basilica of St. 
Mark the authentic account of the miracles obtained 
through an ancient copy is something extraordi- 
nary ; moreover, a special feast in honor of the Ma- 
donna is celebrated there with great pomp and 
splendor on the second Sunday of July. 

Amongst the innumerable prodigies attached to 
copies of the picture to be found at Rome, the follow- 
ing may serve as an example. The occurrence took 
place on the 4th of September, 1796. 

On that day the master of the bakery of Monte 
Compatei, belonging to Prince Borghese, had occa- 
sion to whitewash his premises; a common engraving 
of Our Lady of Good Counsel which was hanging on 
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the wall, got accidentally detached, and fell unno- 
ticed into a heap of firewood, which soon afterwards 
was cast into the oven. When it was considered 
to be sufficiently consumed, the baker looked into 
the oven, and to his bewilderment perceived a 
piece of paper among the red embers. He first 
covered it with the burning ashes, but still it re- 
mained uninjured. He then withdrew it from the 
oven and found that it was the picture of the Madonna 
of Good Counsel which had fallen from the wall. 
His surprise and that of all who heard of the mira- 
cle may readily be imagined. 

The picture was at once removed to the Chapel in 
the burving-ground of the Vatican, where it is still 
to be seen. 

It is slightly scorched at the outside edges, and a 
few sparks seem to have alighted on the Mother and 
her Child. The devout Romans often visit it and 
pray before it for the dead ; calling it the " Liberatrix 
of souls from the pains of Purgatory," in memory of 
the miracle ! 

The depth and extent of the devotion to Our 
Lady of Good Counsel is, however, greater at 
Naples' than even at Rome. Father Buonnano, a 
Neapolitan, and for many years one of the resident 
clergy in the city, observes that " There is not a 
chapel, or an oratory, or a church, that is without 
its copy of the picture of Our Lady of Good Coun- 
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sel, and of which there is not something marvellous 
or miraculous recorded." 

One of the two copies which attracts the greatest 
devotion of the Neapolitan people is in the Church 
of La Sanita, served by the sons of St. Peter of Al- 
cantara. It is impossible, Father Buonnano says, 
to describe the numbers of people, of every con- 
dition of life, who come to the feet of this picture 
to satisfy their devotion, to confess their sins, and 
to beseech our Lady for the graces and assistance 
she so freely gives. The walls of the little chapel 
are entirely covered with ex-votos presented by 
the pious clients of their Mother in Heaven. 
Many infirm persons have been cured and still are 
cured before this picture, many sinners have been 
reconciled to God, and many prodigies of every 
kind performed. So much good, and so much 
glory, Father Buonnano observes, is under God 
owing to that religious man, Father Modestino, 
who died not long since a victim of evangelical 
charity and in the odor of sanctity. Most devoted 
to Our Lady of Good Counsel he revived her wor- 
ship, nourished it by his apostolic efforts, propa- 
gated it by his pious labors, and goidg with his 
Madonna from house to house, from the mansion 
of the noble to the hovel of the peasant, wherever 
sickness or need called him, he inflamed all Naples 
with such intense devotion to the Virgin of Good 
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Counsel that it became beyond all power of de- 
scription beneficent and miraculous through the 
wonderful graces she deigned to obtain for all by 
her intercession. 

The other wonderful picture, described by 
Father Buonnano, is venerated in the Church of 
the Carmelites, and is known as that of the Holy 
Cross of Lucca. It is a most ancient and al- 
ways miraculous picture, and was brought to the 
church in 1807 by Sister Mary Camilla Caravitas, 
to whom it had been given by her director, Father 
Joseph de Maio, a monk of the order of St. Augus- 
tine. 

The good Religious of this Convent have reason 
to know how rich in benefits and in signal prodigies 
is this picture, especially in favor of one of their 
number, who from the year 1856 until the time of her 
decease, not long ago, was very frequently favored 
with great graces. In that year the picture was 
transferred from the Convent to one of the chapels 
of the church above mentioned, as it was thought 
that so singular and wonder-working an object 
should not remain for the advantage of the Relig- 
ious only, but should be exposed to public venera- 
tion. 

w The fervent and devout," concludes Father Bu- 
onnano, "come in great numbers to this church, 
especially on the day sacred to Our Lady of Good 
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Counsel, to salute their Mother, and to ask of her 
aid, counsel, grace, and salvation." 

It would of course be impossible, in a work like 
the present, to describe in detail even a small por- 
tion only of the innumerable miracles which have 
been and still are worked, not only in Italy but in 
other countries also, by means of copies of the 
original picture of Our Lady of Good Counsel. A 
very few, however, of the most remarkable must be 
mentioned. 

Foremost amongst these is the beautiful copy 
existing in the church at Madrid, and which, in 
addition to other miracles performed by it, spoke 
to the angelic youth, St. Aloysius Gonzaga, not 
once but many times ; comforting him in his 
troubles and temptations, and giving him, it is 
said, a thousand proofs of the love and care of his 
Mother in heaven. 

Is not this indeed a proof that it is not necessary 
to go to Genazzano in order to receive treasures of 
spiritual graces from Our Lady of Good Counsel, 
but that they will be granted to all who, like Saint 
Aloysius at Madrid, venerate the picture in a 
church, or like the pious servant of the Ciceroni 
worship it in a private oratory or in their own 
chamber ? 

It was before this same picture of Our Lady of 
Good Counsel at Madrid, that the Supreme Coun- 
8 
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cil of the Spanish Empire was wont to repair, in 
order to implore the assistance of Our Lady of 
Good Counsel in the discharge of their onerous 
duties. But the pious custom exists unhappily no 
longer, and with the energy and intensity of its 
faith the greatness of the Spanish nation has de- 
parted. 

From Spain, which no longer cherishes its for- 
mer ardent devotion to the Virgin Mother of Good 
Counsel, we may now turn our eyes towards Catho- 
lic Austria, where are to be found numerous copies 
of the miraculous picture, still as always held in 
profound veneration. 

One of these, which had been sent to Vienna 
from Genazzano in 15 14, was exposed in the Church 
of St. Roche and St. Sebastian, where it is daily 
visited and venerated by a great concourse of 
the faithful of all classes, to whom numbers of 
miraculous graces and favors are being continually 
granted. 

Amongst the happy recipients of them may be 
mentioned the Archduchess of Austria, who gave 
as a votive offering for the cure of her first-born 
child, the massive silver lamp which burns day and 
night before the picture. Mgr. Dillon states that 
the miracle in question was so clear and so extraor- 
dinary that it has been the means of attracting, not 
only all the members of the imperial family, but 
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citizens of the Empire from its furthermost limits 
and of all ranks of life, to venerate the wonder- 
working picture. 

To these miraculous copies of the sacred origi- 
nal must be added the one existing at Prague, the 
history of which is most singular as well as inter- 
esting. 

It appears that in 1722, Antonio Socini, an Au- 
gustinian Father, had a copy of the picture at 
Genazzano painted for him in Rome, upon white 
silk, by a young woman named Teresa Simonetti. 
Father Socini, who had devoted himself to the 
apostolate of the Divine Word, when travelling 
through various parts of Italy, especially Latium, 
Sabina, and the Abruzzi, constantly carried with 
him his copy of the Virgin Mother of Good Coun- 
sel. The labors of his ministry were greatly 
blessed, and he always attributed the wonderful 
graces and the happy effects attendant upon it, 
after God, to the Most Holy Mother of God, whose 
picture he exposed publicly in every church where 
he held a mission. 

During the eight years in which miracles and 
prodigies had constantly been worked by means of 
Father Socini's picture, he had very wisely caused 
a formal act testifying to them to be drawn up by 
the competent authority of every place in which 
any extraordinary event had occurred. These acts 
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were afterwards deposited in the Augustinian Con- 
vent of Monte San Savino in the diocese of Arezzo 
where subsequently to the death of the good 
Father his picture of Our Lady of Good Counsel 
was preserved and venerated privately by the Relig- 
ious during some years. 

Now, in 1733, the Very Rev. Father Michael 
Moreschl, who had been elected assistant-General 
of the Augustinian Order for Germany, and who 
had, in consequence, been transferred from the 
Bohemian Province to Rome, went to Genazzano 
to venerate the miraculous picture of Our Lady of 
Good Counsel. Whilst there, having heard from 
the Fathers of the miracles obtained by means of 
Father Socini's copy of the original, he begged 
that it might be given to him in order that he 
might present it to the church of his convent at 
Prague. His desire to obtain it was indeed so 
great that the Fathers, with the consent of the 
General of the Order, and by an act in writing of 
all the Fathers, ceded it to him. 

It was not, however, until the year 1737 that it 
was sent to Prague and solemnly exposed on the 
high altar of the conventual church of St. Cather- 
ine. There it remained, and was duly vener- 
ated by the faithful until the year 1787, when the 
church having been suppressed by the Emperor 
Joseph II., the Augustinian Fathers were obliged 
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to leave their convent, and one of them took the 
sacred picture away with him to the Convent of St. 
Teresa, also at Prague. But there was already in 
that church a picture of Our Lady of Good Counsel, 
which had been taken thither from Rome in 1760. 
The Religious was therefore obliged to place Father 
Socini's copy in his cell, where he venerated it and 
preserved it with the utmost care. 

Towards the end of the century, being near his 
death, he left it as a legacy to a relation of his, a 
pious woman, enjoining her to hold it in great ven- 
eration. For many years the family to whom it had 
been bequeathed showed the greatest respect for it, 
but in the course of time the veneration which had 
hitherto been felt for it diminished, and at last en- 
tirely ceased. It was then that a lady who was the 
last to inherit it, finding that she could not keep it 
with due devotion, presented it to the Father Guar- 
dian of the Franciscan Order, who hung it against 
the wall in his cell. After a time none but the 
Father Guardian, who had in the manner above 
mentioned obtained possession of it, knew what 
had become of it. Very fortunately, however, for 
its recovery, the late Prior of Genazzano, Father 
Belgrano, was selected to go to Prague in the ca- 
pacity of confessor to the Emperor of Austria. 
After having lived some years in the city, his atten- 
tion was directed to the missing picture, which had 
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become so well known throughout different parts of 
Italy, and of which so lively a recollection still rested 
in the Augustinian convent at Genazzano. For a 
long time his search was unavailing, but at last he 
succeeded in finding it in a manner so remarkable 
that it may well be termed miraculous. This is the 
account he gives of his discovery of it in a most 
interesting letter addressed to Mgr. Dillon : 

" I had been seven years in Prague," he says, 
M when I was shown in the month of August of the 
past year (1882) an old book in the German language 
and printed in 1737 by Fr. Mareschl, in which is re- 
counted all the wonders attached to the picture for- 
merly venerated in the church of St. Catherine. I 
was then seized with a strong desire to find it, and I 
therefore made inquiry at the suppressed church of 
St. Catherine itself, which, though always closed, 
still preserves the altars and paintings of the saints 
of the Augustinian Order. But I could discover 
nothing there, nor could I learn anything respecting 
the missing picture from our Religious and others 
well versed in the proceedings and misfortunes con- 
sequent upon the innovations of the government of 
Joseph II. No one could tell me a word about it. 
Not knowing what to do, I spoke of my troubles to 
Father Voska, of the Society of Jesus. But he, 
though a man who was well versed in all the affairs 
of his country, as well as in all ecclesiastical matters, 
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knew nothing whatever about the picture, nor could 
he give me the slightest hint which I had not al- 
ready followed without the least success. 

** The day after this conversation it chanced that 
Father Voska had to go and speak about some busi- 
ness matters with the Father Guardian of the Fran- 
ciscans, and whilst they were talking together in 
his cell, Father Voska cast his eyes upon the wall 
and saw suspended there a picture of the Madonna 
of Good Counsel painted on white silk. It was as 
a ray of light to him, or rather a revelation, and 
he instantly asked the Father Guardian to be al- 
lowed to examine the picture. It was really and 
truly the very one of which I was in search ; the 
picture which had once belonged to Father Socini, 
which had afterwards been brought to Prague by 
Father Mareschl, and which had for many years 
been venerated in the church of St. Catherine. 
There could be no doubt about it, for there was still 
attached to the back of it the sealed attestation of 
our Monsignor Sacristan, Thomas Cerveone, stating 
that the picture had been given in 1736 to the said 
Father Mareschl. In addition to this the Father 
Guardian gave Father Voska other historical infor- 
mation in regard to what had befallen it after the 
suppression of the church of St. Catherine." 

Father Belgrano further says that the Father 
Guardian was graciously pleased to give the cele- 
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brated picture to him, and he in return showed his 
gratitude by presenting him with another and beau- 
tiful copy of the holy picture of Genazzano. 

" Glad," Father Belgrano concludes, " to have re- 
covered this most precious and sacred picture, I 
took every care to have it restored and newly en- 
closed in a large and costly frame, and then, in def- 
erence to the desire of the excellent Sisters of 
Charity of St. Charles Borromeo, who have the 
mother house of their congregation in this Empire 
of Austria and Hungary, I gave it to their church, 
where it is placed upon a side altar, and where it 
receives many devout visits — not only from the Re- 
ligious but from the faithful of the city." 

Bavaria is not behind Austria in her devotion to 
the Virgin Mother of Good Counsel. One of the 
copies of the sacred picture, which is preserved at 
Munich, was so famous for miracles obtained by 
those who venerated it that Princess Maria Antonia 
of Saxony petitioned Clement XIII. to confer upon 
it the privileges granted to that of Genazzano by 
Pope Benedict XIV., which request was graciously 
granted her. 

Coming down to quite recent times this short 
sketch of some few among the numberless copies 
which have been made of the picture at Genazzano 
may be supplemented by an account of what Mgr. 
Dillon aptly styles " a new wonder," and respecting 
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which he adds that it may well cause English read- 
ers to bethink themselves of following the example 
it gives. It is in these words he speaks of it. 

As early as 1836 a Spanish Augustinian, one of 
those men who had seen the venerable copy of the 
sacred picture, which had spoken at Madrid to 
St. Aloysius, felt inspired to transmit so valuable a 
devotion to the countries of South America in 
which his missionary lot happened to be cast. 

The good Father, seeing new towns springing up 
about him with no other aims than worldly ones, 
considered what a blessing to his countrymen it 
would be if he, by means of a town to be called 
after Genazzano and containing a sanctuary and 
picture of Our Lady of Good Counsel, fashioned in 
every respect after the original one, could establish 
the devotion that existed near the Eternal City with 
such fruit for so many centuries. He struggled 
hard to obtain his object, and at length completely 
succeeded. So it happens that at this moment there 
is, at an easy distance from Boyaca, in the arch- 
diocese of Santa Fe di Bogota, a "Genazzano of 
Good Counsel," with some ten thousand inhabi- 
tants called into existence by the unique and extra- 
ordinary zeal of the Augustinian Father. 

Over the high altar of its principal parish church a 
beautiful copy of the Virgin Mother of Good Coun- 
sel is now enthroned. It is visited by multitudes 
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from the capital and the surrounding country. All 
ready the favors received at its feet rival those of 
the European sanctuaries, and South America bids 
fair to be one of the foremost of continents in this 
most beautiful devotion. 



PILGRIMAGES' TO THE SHRINE. 12$ 



CHAPTER VIII. 

PILGRIMAGES TO THE SHRINE. 

'JTT T has already been seen that the people of Italy 
honored the shrine of the Virgin Mother of 
^* Good Counsel from the time of the apparition 
of the miraculous picture on the walls of the 
chapel of St. Biagio. In proportion as the knowl- 
edge of the wonderful translation spread to other 
countries, pilgrims flocked to Genazzano from far 
and wide, until at the present time they find their 
way thither not only from all parts of Europe, but 
from America, Australia, and even Africa and Asia. 

Every night the Sanctuary is surrounded by some 
of the inhabitants of Genazzano, with whom groups 
of pilgrims join in singing the Litany of Loreto and 
in vocal prayer. At the first Mass, which takes 
place at half-past four in the morning, a large con- 
gregation of working-people assist before proceeding 
to their daily labors, and all day long the holy chapel 
is never left without its bands of worshippers. 

On the occasion of the great feasts of the Sanctu- 
ary, that is to say, on the 25th of April and on the 
8th of September, these daily streams of pilgrims 
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and devout clients of our Lady seem to be merged 
into a swelling current. Almost the whole of the 
population of Latium and Sabina and the provinces 
of the Campagna assemble at these seasons to honor 
the Mother of God in her favored shrine. 

In the towns whence these good people come, the 
pilgrimage they have resolved to make is a subject 
■ for consideration for months previously. Each in- 
dividual has, of course, his own object in view : some 
wish to ask for blessings for themselves or for those 
who are dear to them ; some desire to obtain physical 
benefits, some spiritual graces. 

Others again desire to return thanks for favors 
received, and others to fulfil a vow they have made, 
or to offer an ex-voto in memory of restoration to 
life or health, delivery from trial, and preservation 
from perils. Many also come to pour forth the 
secrets of their sin-laden consciences into the ears 
of the learned and experienced confessors whom 
they know they shall find at Genazzano. 

Numerous popular manuals, which treat of the 
objects to be kept in view in the making of these 
and other pilgrimages, have been written. Amongst 
them is one by Father Belgrano, in which the pil- 
grim is reminded that he should be well assured in 
his own mind that the pilgrimage he desires to 
make will not cause him to neglect any duty belong- 
ing to his state in life, or any obligation he may be 
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under. Should he be able to satisfy himself on 
these points he must so arrange his affairs that no 
harm or prejudice may accrue to others from his 
absence. 

On the day and at the hour fixed for their depart- 
ure, the pilgrims are directed to assemble in the par- 
ish church, where the holy Sacrifice of the Mass is 
celebrated, after which a most affecting prayer is re- 
cited, and the band is then formed into a procession. 
Father Belgrano expresses his desire that as far as 
possible the men and women should be separated, 
and that all shpuld keep in mind the pious object of 
the pilgrimage. Let no one, he says, fall into dis- 
tractions or lightness of demeanor, but endeavor to 
comport himself with modesty and devotion. Should 
the pilgrims be obliged, during their journey, to halt 
at an hotel and even to spend the night there, they 
must be most careful to preserve a grave and serious 
demeanor, so that every one who sees them may be 
convinced that the pilgrimage is made through 
devotion alone. 

Sometimes the whole of the inhabitants of a town 
come together to Genazzano. But this does not 
often happen. Each band generally consists of about 
thirty to one hundred members. In front are the 
men carrying a banner of Our Lady of Good Coun- 
sel ; the women follow, attired in the picturesque 
costume of the Italian peasants and bearing on 
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their heads large wooden vessels which contain the 
provisions required during the journey. 

In the hilly provinces, from which the majority of 
these peasants come, the people are swift walkers, and 
thus three or four days' travelling will often bring 
them from even the far-off towns of "the kingdom,'' 
as they still call Naples, to the shrine at Genazzano. 
If the weather be very hot, as sometimes happens in 
September, the pilgrims journey through the night, 
and rest during the midday hours when the sun is 
fiercest, beneath the shade of trees. Invariably the 
aged form a noticeable proportion of every band, and 
it is most affecting to see them making their last 
journey to obtain the priceless favor of a happy 
death, and to hear them, whilst painfully toiling along 
the road, joining in the sweet canticles to Mary 
with which the pilgrims beguile their way. 

One thing worthy of notice, is that they constantly 
chant as a refrain to the verses they sing, the Evviva 
Maria, Evviva Alarm, Evviva Maria et chi la creo, 
repeated always to the same melody. The hymns 
are also frequently interspersed with an Evviva 
Maria given in the manner of a cheer. 

As soon as the pilgrims have arrived in sight of 
the Sanctuary, a very edifying ceremony takes 
place. The peasants at once fall on their knees 
and the chief of the band recites a prayer, gene- 
rally in the following words : " Hail, venerable and 
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Holy House of Mary, where her wondrous picture 
resides ! Hail, O Mary, Mother of Good Counsel, 
who hast selected this temple to be thy dwelling- 
place, whence, as from a throne of mercy and grace, 
thou dost dispense to all, with wondrous liberality, 
thy benefits and the blessings of thy good counsel. 
O brightest Star, guiding us over the boisterous 
sea of our life ; purest Star, which doth comfort us 
in all the distresses of our exile ; most sweet Star 
which doth recreate and inundate our hearts with 
joy and gladness ; we devoutly salute thee. Ev- 
viva Maria, Ewiva Maria of Good Counsel. Ani- 
mated with sweet hope and with entire confidence 
we come to thee, O dearest Mother, and we rest 
assured that we shall abundantly obtain from thy 
goodness the fruit of this our pilgrimage." 

Three Hail Marys are then recited, after which 
the director of the pilgrimage marshals the party 
in due order. The banner of Mary is carried a 
little in advance, followed by the men walking with 
uncovered heads and by the whole company, the 
oldest amongst them down to the young children 
singing the while psalms and hymns of thanksgiv- 
ing in their naturally melodious Italian voices. 

Thus they advance through the narrow streets 
of the town, until they reach the sacred shrine, 
which is often so crowded that they have to wait 
their turn to enter. But at last they pass through 
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the doors, chanting the Litany of Loreto, which 
they continue until they see the light of the lamps 
burning before the holy chapel. Then instantly 
arises from their lips a loud Evviva Maria, im- 
mediately echoed by all who are present in the 
church. 

This sudden cry has a stunning and strange, yet 
withal a most devotional, effect upon persons un- 
used to such exclamations ; which are, moreover, 
peculiar to these times of pilgrimage, and except at 
the solemn Mass of the feast they are never pro- 
hibited. 

As soon as possible after their arrival, the pil- 
grims approach the Sacraments, and the Augustin- 
ian Fathers of Santa Maria are always careful to 
provide opportunities for their doing so. At the 
great festivals not only are the confessors of the 
community and such Augustinian Fathers as may 
be able to come from Rome, in readiness, but all 
the priests of the surrounding country are also in- 
vited to attend the confessionals. Those which 
are arranged against the walls and pillars of the 
church are occupied by the women, and those 
placed in the sacristy and choir and the passages 
in the cloisters are appropriated to the men. 

After the members of the pilgrimage have left 
the confessionals, and ni^ht has come on, the ma- 
jority rest their weary limbs, not on beds, or in 
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houses, for towns even ten times as large as Gen- 
azzano could not afford the accommodation re- 
quired at the great feasts, but generally on the hard 
stones of the pavement. The majority, however, 
seem to require no repose, but spend the night 
saying their rosaries, repeating their prayers, and 
singing their hymns, the still air often resounding 
with Evvivas and appeals to Our Lady of Good 
Counsel. Each band of pilgrims keeps to itself. 
The men and women, even when belonging to the 
same family, are separated and in no other kind 
of gathering anywhere else of so many thousands, 
could the same beautiful order and the same re- 
spect for purity and modesty possibly be seen. 

The early dawn finds the pilgrims awaiting the 
opening of the church at four o'clock, from which 
time it remains thronged during all the early 
Masses. The Sanctuary of the Mother of Good 
Counsel is, of course, the greatest attraction of the 
worshippers. Many kneel there for long hours, 
but at such a distance from the rails as not to im- 
pede the approach of successive bands of pilgrims, 
all desirous of contemplating the beautiful, unveiled 
picture of Mary. Mothers lift up their little chil- 
dren to gaze upon it, and all are anxious to obtain a 
print, a rosary, or a medal which has touched the 
glass cover only, or even the altar of the sacred 
picture. 
9 
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The services on the great feasts are as solemn 
and grand as the Fathers can make them, and on 
the feast of the apparition a very solemn ceremo- 
nial takes place which interests most deeply all 
who are present. 

From three to four o'clock in the afternoon, the 
hour at which the sacred picture descended on the 
wall of Petruccia's unfinished church, its bells are 
rung without intermission. These rejoicing peals 
are repeated at the same hour every day during the 
Novena which is celebrated at that season. On the 
feast itself the Fathers of the Augustinian Order, 
the clergy of the town and diocese, the Religious 
from other places, and the whole people remain 
during the ringing of the bells kneeling in perfect 
silence before the altar where the sacred picture is 
exposed. The moment that four o'clock chimes, 
the Te Deum is intoned by thousands, the organ 
peals, and all with one accord join in giving thanks 
to God for the favor conferred four hundred years 
before upon the people of Genazzano, nay rather 
upon the whole world itself. 

The municipal authorities also join in the gene- 
ral jubilee. Fireworks are exhibited, cannon let off, 
and other festivities provided in profusion, whilst 
the houses of the town are almost universally il- 
luminated. It is worthy of remark that no acci- 
dent has ever occurred at Genazzano on the occa- 
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sion of these joyful celebrations, spite of the nar- 
rowness of its streets. The most perfect order and 
decorum reign, and even when those who, amazed 
by the brilliancy of the fireworks, utter an approv- 
ing exclamation, their cry is always the same, 
Evviva Maria / 

In connection with this exclamation of the pil- 
grims, Mgr. Dillon relates an interesting anecdote, 
which he prefaces by observing that when the 
great pilgrimages take place no attempt is made at 
preaching. To do so, indeed, would be utterly im- 
possible. For example, Cardinal Castracani, Bish- 
op of Palestrina, feeling assured that his position 
would secure for him a devout and reverend hear- 
ing, determined to deliver a sermon on the first 
opportunity which offered, and by so doing to in- 
augurate what he considered would be a good 
work. 

He appeared, therefore, in the pulpit on a certain 
day when there was an immense concourse of peo- 
ple in the church, and succeeded, without any diffi- 
culty, in giving out his text. But a man in the 
crowd happened to receive, the very next moment, 
a grace from Our Lady of Good Counsel, and he 
instantly raised the usual Evviva Maria! of 
thanksgiving. The vast concourse of people in the 
church at once took up the cry with a deafening 
sound which completely drowned the Cardinal's 
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voice. In vain he attempted to continue his ser- 
mon, for a new band of pilgrims who were trying 
to enter the church hearing the Evviva Maria 
took up the cries, which were beginning just then 
to be lulled, and the preacher's voice was once 
more overpowered. A moment afterwards another 
Evviva Maria was uttered by. the relatives of some 
sick persons who were being brought to the shrine, 
and who by means of the familiar exclamations 
were making their object known, in order that they 
might have a passage made for them through the 
crowd. The Cardinal -having now been interrupted 
for the third time, realized the impossibility of 
continuing his sermon, and abandoned the attempt. 
This then is the reason why, on the 25th of April 
and the 8th of September, the two great feasts of 
the year at Genazzano, the church is entirely given 
up to the devotion of the pilgrims, who at such 
seasons listen to no other preacher than Mary her- 
self. 

Their love of the sacred picture of Our Lady of 
Good Counsel seems to reach its climax when the 
pilgrims have to leave the shrine and to set out on 
their homeward journey. All of them having in 
the meantime confessed and communicated, repair, 
at a signal^ from their director, to the church. 
Kneeling down on the marble pavement, they re- 
main for a while in silent meditation ; then a sol- 
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emn act of thanksgiving is recited, after which they 
all join in vocal prayer. Amongst them there are 
very few who are not weeping and sobbing. At 
last the final Evviva is given and the Litany of 
Loreto, the signal of their quickly approaching de- 
parture from Genazzano, is intoned. Then the 
pilgrims retire backwards until the church doors 
are reached and the lamps of the Sanctuary disap- 
pear from their ardent, tearful gaze. Filled with 
tender and holy emotion they return as they came 
in procession through the streets and bend their 
steps in the direction of their distant homes. 

Very often, Mgr. Dillon remarks, the pilgrims 
find that the dearest wishes of their hearts have 
been granted during their absence, and not unfre- 
quently they bring to their families proofs, in their 
own person, of Mary's goodness. All have obtained 
the plenary indulgence and in one way or another 
all have been consoled. 

Surely, as Mgr. Dillon remarks, in such a pil- 
grimage as this there is a great deal of merit. It 
means absence from the affairs of every-day life for 
the purpose of performing a work which in its whole 
bearing has God alone for its object. It means in- 
numerable prayers, mental and vocal. It means a 
noble and fearless confession of the faith and con- 
tempt of the world. It expresses confident hope of 
favors from God. It calls forth charity. It means 
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the sanctification of labor undertaken in a peniten- 
tial spirit for the remission of sin. It means, in 
fine, the reception of the holy Sacraments, the gain- 
ing of indulgences, charity for the poor, prayers for 
the dead, and other good works of every conceiva- 
ble kind. 

In conclusion, it may be observed that although 
pilgrimages to Genazzano are made at the present 
day, it is because the Italian government has found 
it impossible to put a stop to them. When the 
"Minister for Worship" prohibited all religious 
processions it was to be expected that endeavors 
would be made to bring to an end the pilgrimages 
to the Shrine of Our Lady of Good Counsel. Ac- 
cordingly an officer with a detachment of gen- 
darmes was despatched to the town, round which 
he drew a military cordon. Then, whenever a band 
of pilgrims was seen approaching in order to keep 
the feast of the Nativity of our Lady, they were 
dispersed and forced to return to their homes, no 
matter how long the journey they had undertaken 
might have been. 

On that memorable occasion many of the pilgrims 
scattered themselves over the mountains, and there 
timidly and by circuitous routes made their way 
back singly to Genazzano. Others who had come 
together in parties which could not be separated, 
were obliged, to their great grief, to return to the 
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place whence they had set out on their pilgrimage. 

It was imagined that such a severe lesson would 
have entirely stopped the pilgrimages, but it caused 
such an excitement, not only at Genazzano but in 
all the towns whence pilgrims were wont to come, 
that the government officials thought it wisest to 
withdraw their prohibition. 

The officer who had been sent to Genazzano was 
named Acqua, and was a well-known Garibaldian. 
It may here be mentioned that the next time he 
was about to visit the town whence he had driven 
the pilgrims he was shot by robbers in mistake for 
some one else, upon the very bridge where he had 
with a party of his men turned back some poor 
people who had come from a great distance to ven- 
erate the Madonna of Good Counsel. 

A small stone, now mouldering, has been placed 
upon the spot where he met with the chastisement 
which he merited. On it is inscribed an account of 
his untimely end, and the country people for miles 
round look upon the man's fate as a supernatural 
punishment for carrying out to an unjustifiable ex- 
tent the decrees of the government, the execution 
of which is generally left to the discretion of the 
officials. 
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CHAPTER IX. 

CANON BACCI. 

HE name of Andrew Bacci, Canon of St. 

Mark's at Rome, has already been mentioned 
in connection with a registry which he induced 
the Augustinian Fathers to make in the year 1748 
of the miracles worked at Genazzano. 

It is to his efforts also that the Church is indebted 
for the beautiful proper office composed for the 
Feast of the Wonderful Apparition, and which, 
recited originally at Genazzano, is now said in very 
many dioceses throughout the world. His zeal and 
liberality, moreover, were the means of enriching 
the church and sanctuary at Genazzano with pre- 
cious marbles and costly vestments ; in fact he was, 
in every possible manner, the most energetic of all 
the apostles of Our Lady of Good Counsel in the 
last century. 

It was in a season of deep distress, of which the 
nature is unknown, but to which he attaches the 
epithet fatale, that he accidentally became ac- 
quainted with the miracle-working power of the 
Sacred Picture, and in gratitude for the relief he 
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obtained from the Virgin Mother of Good Counsel 
he was led to become a zealous promoter of her 
devotion during the remainder of his life. The 
reasons which induced him to go to Genazzano, and 
the results of his visit there, are contained in a 
letter he wrote to Father De Orgio, and which is so 
interesting that we do not hesitate to transcribe it 
in the quaint language of the original. It is as 
follows : 

" Rome, Feb. 2, 1748. 

" Very Reverend Father : 

"Two things are required of me by you, Very 
Rev. Paternity. The first is, the reason or motive, 
which led me to take such a deep interest in the 
Sanctuary. The second, to tell what graces or 
wonderful gifts I know to have been granted, 
through the most venerable picture of Most Holy 
Mary of Good Counsel, by means of the many copies 
on paper, given by me, and scattered, not only 
throughout Italy, but far beyond its confines. With 
regard to the first reason, in order to satisfy to the 
full your pious desire, it is necessary I should make 
a frank and most sincere narration of all that hap- 
pened to me in the year 1734. And for no other 
object could I be induced voluntarily to meke this 
statement, except in order to advance the greater 
glory of God and of that most wonderful and amia- 
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ble picture to which I feel myself attached and 
bound with all the affections and the most intimate 
feelings of my heart. 

"In the month of December in the above-men- 
tioned year, I found myself agitated internally by 
certain distressing circumstances which disturbed 
my mind to such an extent that I knew not where 
to turn in order to find a remedy. 

" One day — it was precisely the seventh of this 
present month — having visited a certain house in 
which a young woman lived who by a most painful 
contraction of the nerves had not, for eight con- 
secutive years, been able to stand upon her feet, I 
found her completely free from pain, cured and 
happy. Struck with sudden astonishment I at once 
asked how and in what manner she had been cured 
of her grievous and painful malady. The good 
young girl then, with perfect clearness of language, 
told me that a few days previously she had been 
brought to Genazzano, to receive, through its won- 
derful picture, the grace she so ardently desired ; 
and that whilst she was at the foot of the sacred 
altar, contemplating and admiring the beautiful 
picture of Paradise which had been unveiled for 
her and listening to the litanies which were chanted 
on her behalf, before the Shrine, she suddenly felt 
the nerves of her feet loosen themselves and be- 
come vigorous. Her contracted muscles were next 
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relaxed, and there ran through her whole body such 
an energy of motion that she felt an instant desire 
to stand up and to endeavor to move. In fact she 
did get on her feet and found herself so vigorous, 
sound, and free from pain, that, casting aside her 
crutches, she began to walk and thus returned the 
whole way to Rome, after having rendered heart- 
felt thanks to her benign Liberatrix in Genazzano. 

" On hearing such a true and candid account, I 
at that very moment (which was in truth a very 
memorable moment for me) was inflamed with a de- 
sire to visit the Sanctuary ; moreover, I felt a certain 
secret assurance that there, from the most benignant 
Mother of Good Counsel, I should obtain a salutary 
remedy for the ills which were destroying my inter- 
nal peace. Instantly, and without regard for the 
severity of the season or the dangers of the journey, 
on that very night, the 7th of December, being the 
vigil of the Immaculate Conception, I took a car- 
riage and set out alone for Genazzano. 

" And here I ought to let your Very Rev. Pater- 
nity know of a very agreeable circumstance which 
happened to me on the way. About twelve miles 
from Rome I heard the coachman call out to a poor 
boy to get down from the back of the vehicle on 
which he was trying to sit. The poor child, who 
seemed to be about eleven years of age, and who 
was trembling all over with cold, said he had sore 
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feet, and for charity's sake he begged to be allowed 
to remain where he was. 

" On hearing the plaintive, childish voice I dis- 
mounted at once from the carriage and saw that 
the poor boy had fallen on the ground, where he 
was lying trembling and unable to rise. Moved 
with pity and tenderness, I lifted him up and placed 
him beside me on the carriage, covering him as well 
as I could with wrappers. 

"When we had reached the Osteria of San Cas- 
sario I took him to dine with me at my own table. 
Then, when we had entered the vehicle again, we 
recited the Rosary together, and on beginning it he 
said to me with a tone of voice at once sweet and 
commanding that I ought to say it every day. After 
it was over he spoke to me in the following manner, 
saying, « For the sake of the great charity which you 
have shown me this morning, you will receive the 
grace you are on your way to ask from the Virgin 
Mary.' 

"Surprised and astonished, I said to him, 'Do 
you know, then, where I am going?' He answered 
frankly, ' Yes, you are going to Genazzano to en- 
treat the Virgin Mary for a grace which you greatly 
need ; go by all means; there is not the least doubt 
but that you will obtain it.' I was then seized with 
great surprise, inasmuch as the child could not pos- 
sibly have known — humanly speaking — under the 
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circumstances, where I was going, or what motive 
was taking me to Genazzano. 

" Finally we arrived in the neighborhood of the 
town, close to where the beautiful Villa Sonnini is 
situated, and where the road divides into two 
branches, one of which leads to Genazzano and the 
other to Paliano and the kingdom of Naples. 

" Looking again with wonder and tenderness at 
the poor child, I gave him out of charity some 
pence, as much as I could afford, to help him on his 
journey, and left him in holy peace to pursue his 
♦ way to the Abruzzi, through which he said he was 
obliged to travel. 

" Now, having gone some ten or twelve paces in 
the carriage, there arose in my heart an ardent de- 
sire to see the child again and to take him to Gen- 
azzano with me. But, spite of all the diligence that 
I and my coachman could use, it was impossible to 
discover him, although we could not have been pos- 
sibly distant more than three or four yards on a 
long, straight road from him. I then felt more as- 
tonished than ever, and having again got into the 
carriage I soon afterwards found myself at Genaz- 
zano, where I was lovingly received by its Religious. 

" Afterwards, at the proper hour, the Sacred Pic- 
ture having been unveiled for me, I venerated and 
worshipped it with all my heart, and with an extra- 
ordinary internal tenderness, asking of the most 
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Holy Mother of Good Counsel the great grace for 
which I sighed, and which so much concerned me. 
And then I saw, and clearly saw, that the' blessed 
picture, towards the middle of the Litany, which 
was being recited, became suffused with color like 
to a crimson rose. 

" I was more confirmed in the sentiment that I 
had not been deceived by my sight when one of the 
good Religious on taking leave of me said that 
Most Holy Mary would, without doubt, grant me 
the grace I had internally demanded, because the 
countenance of the unveiled picture had worn a 
joyful expression and had become of a roseate hue.* 
In fact, on my return to Rome, filled with the most 
holy confidence that my prayer had already been 
heard, I immediately received the desired grace 
with such entire completeness that presently my 
gloomy and sorrowful aspect changed, and there 
rose instead within me such peace, calmness, and 
repose of mind that I esteemed myself one of the 
happiest and most fortunate men in the world. 

"Behold, then, the motive which I have ingenu- 
ously and confidently imparted to you, Very Rev. 
Paternity; the motive, I repeat, and the very re- 
markable motive, for which I have conceived such 
great devotion to the most blessed picture ; always 



* See the account of the Sacred Picture, chap, r 
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having the determination present to my mind to 
promote the veneration and estimation of it wher- 
ever I could. 

" As regards the second part of your zealous in- 
quiry, I will tell you with great frankness all that 
to my knowledge has happened in Rome and outside 
Rome by means of this same holy picture. 

** Filled, as I have already said, with love and de- 
votion for the Madonna of Good Counsel, I began 
forthwith to speak of her most singularly admira- 
ble prerogatives. By means of the knowledge of 
what had happened in my own experience, I en- 
deavored through exhortations and familiar reason- 
ings to influence every one, especially those who 
were troubled or afflicted, to have recourse to the 
aforesaid most loving Mother. I also began to dis- 
tribute pictures of her on paper amongst the devout, 
making on such occasions earnest exhortations to 
such as received them, to the effect that they should 
keep them in their houses with becoming respect, 
and that they should recommend themselves to the 
Mother of Good Counsel with all their hearts and 
with a firm purpose nevermore to offend the Divine 
Majesty for the love of Mary. Thus continuing for 
the course of fifteen years, I have beheld wonders, 
which in all truth and sincerity of conscience I can 
attest and prove before any authority soever. 

" I have seen, by means of the devotion advocated 
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and established by me amongst the faithful towards 
this most amiable and most pure Mother of Good 
Counsel, and by means of large pictures given by 
me, which at the present moment amount to the 
number of ninety-seven thousand, — I have seen, I 
say, peace re-established in houses, in families, and 
even in pious places ; youths retiring from the slip- 
pery ways of the world and seriously thinking upon 
the most important concerns of the soul and of 
eternal salvation, and others leaving and abandon- 
ing perverse habits and inveterate bad practices. I 
have seen people almost reduced to despair oppor- 
tunely saved by Most Holy Mary through her good 
counsel, and other needful and timely assistance. 

" I have also heard that through the holy pictures 
dispersed by me some have been liberated from 
chronic diseases, from gangrene, asthma, varicose 
veins, violent flux from the eyes, through which the 
patient ran fatal danger of becoming blind ; from 
difficulty of breathing, from rheumatism, from ma- 
lignant fever, with many other mortal symptoms. 
Women in labor devoutly reverencing this sacred 
picture have been happily delivered. I have known 
of a certainty that even incurable diseases have been 
suddenly healed by means of these holy pictures. 

" Many and many, moreover, through this salu- 
tary means and this same devotion, have been liber- 
ated during journeys from imminent danger of per- 
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ishing either through falls of a perilous kind or from 
the attacks of assassins or evil designers, or through 
the flooding of rivers, as lately happened to Signor 
Niccolo Piazzi, courier of the Cabinet of His Majesty 
the King of Portugal. This gentleman, having re- 
turned last year to- Rome, narrated in the presence 
of many persons how by means of a picture of Most 
Holy Mary of Good Counsel, which he had sewn 
inside his clothes next to his breast, he was most 
wonderfully saved from the deadly peril of being 
drowned by a flood in a rapid river which he cour- 
ageously wished to ford. 

"Others, moreover, have either gained certain 
suits which they had looked upon as lost, or found 
those which had been badly conducted brought 
to a successful issue when tried before another 
judge. 

"Others having recourse to this most blessed pic- 
ture and to its powerful and most loving patronage, 
have unexpectedly found deeds, money, and other 
valuable objects which they had given up as lost. 
And others again, through the favor and assistance 
of our great Mother of Good Counsel have happily 
settled their daughters in life and provided for their 
sons. 

"Finally, I have known, and been filled with ad- 
miration at discovering that many, by becoming 
devout to this holy picture, have wisely provided 
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for their spiritual needs, and have regained peace 
and tranquility of conscience, and that several who 
were in great dread of death, by placing before their 
eyes this most blessed picture of Paradise, suddenly 
became enlightened, resigned, and perfectly calm, 
disposing aright their temporal and spiritual affairs 
and then peaceably passing into eternity. 

"Moreover, since the graces and wonders which 
it has pleased, and which it always pleases, Most 
Holy Mary to grant, through these holy pictures, have 
come to the knowledge, of many distant provinces 
and kingdoms, the inhabitants have besought me 
by letter and many repeated requests, to send 
them copies. I have thus forwarded very many 
of these holy pictures again and again to the king- 
dom of Naples, to the States of the Church, to 
Florence, to Genoa, to Venice, to Lombardy, and 
even to Istria in Dalmatia; to Portugal, to Brazil, 
and many other places, as well as to Africa and 
America by means of various apostolic missionaries. 
And indeed, here I have had the spiritual joy of see- 
ing and knowing that our Lady by means of these 
same pictures has worked wonders amongst the 
faithful, who have taken up so profitable a devotion 
to her. 

" I should never finish, if I were to recount the 
benefits, the glory and the graces granted by Mary, 
through these her dearest pictures, of which, as I 
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have already said, I have given away, through pure 
charity aad through the desire of obtaining devout 
clients and children for the great Mother of Good 
Counsel, over ninety thousand. And I shall always 
wish to dispense them until God is pleased to take 
me out of this mortal life. I will conclude, however, 
this my letter, with a succinct narration of one more 
wonderful event. 

" Perla Gradigiia, a young Hebrew girl ten years 
old, of an excellent disposition and showing great 
promise of genius, on the 22d of September of the 
past year left the Ghetto and was placed in the Con- 
servatory of Catechumens of this our mother city of 
Rome, in order that she might embrace the holy 
Catholic faith. After a few days she repented of 
what she had done. There were no means left un- 
tried, such as exhortations, instructions, and prayers 
to make her understand the great delusion she had 
fallen into and the battle of hell which was being 
waged within her. 

" Finally, I was summoned to Tier, and asked to 
bring with me a picture of the Most Holy Mary of 
Good Counsel of Genazzano. I accordingly went 
immediately, and very willingly gave her the holy 
picture. I also twice spoke to her of the graces 
and celestial prerogatives of our Lady. I ordered, 
moreover, that a novena should be at once begun in 
the convent before the holy picture which the young 
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girl often and tenderly contemplated. Thus it hap- 
pened that on the fifth day of the novena, Perla 
called the Superioress to her, protesting that she 
was not able to resist the divine invitation any longer, 
and that she positively felt during the novena as 
though her heart would break if she did not embrace 
the holy Roman Catholic religion. 

"There was presently a great jubilee amongst all 
who heard such happy news, and now the good 
child, who has often on her lips the sweet names of 
Jesus! Mary! Joseph! is disposing herself for bap- 
tism and will always be devoted, and deeply devoted, 
to the wonderful Holy Mother of Good Counsel. 

" I believe I have, at least, in part and briefly, sat- 
isfied the anxiety of your Very Rev'd Paternity, 
and I am ready to satisfy it to a greater extent if 
you command me. Meanwhile, praying you to re- 
commend me heartily to that most amiable Mother 
of ours, Most Holy Mary of Good Counsel, whom I 
hope soon to visit, I am with all esteem. 

"Of your Very Rev'd Paternity. 

" The most devoted and humble servant, 
"Andrew Bacci, 

"Canon of St. Mark." 

For ten years after he had written this interesting 
letter, the good Canon continued his labors for his 
beloved Mother of Good Counsel. Then, towards 
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the close of his days he retired to Genazzano in order 
that he might be as near as possible to the sacred 
picture. 

Daily increasing in sanctity and fervor, he at last 
took up his residence at the Augustinian Convent, 
where he breathed his last at midnight, on the eve 
of the Feast of the Transfiguration, in August, 
1758. His body was interred in the church of Santa 
Maria at a little distance from the balustrade of the 
high altar, and within a few feet of the railing of the 
Sanctuary of the Virgin Mother of Good Counsel. 

In gratitude for his services and his love for our 
Lady, the Prior and Fathers of the Convent at Gen- 
azzano placed on the wall near the entrance to the 
sacristy a marble inscription to his memory sur- 
mounted by his portrait. 

Another inscription, most probably composed by 
himself, was placed upon his tomb. In consequence 
of the marble pavement which has lately had to be 
laid down, it was necessary to remove this. 

The Community of Santa Maria, on the removal 
of the inscription, inserted a tablet dedicated to his 
memory and his virtues, in the wall near the 
entrance to the church, facing the Sanctuary of 
Mary. The original inscription was as follows : 
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ANDREW BACCI 
An unworthy Sinner 
Canon 

of the Basilica of St. Mark 
in the City of Rome 
lies here 

DUST AND ASHES 

in the Temple 
of the Divine Mother Mary 
of Genazzano 
his most Pious Patroness 
Awaiting 
the Resurrection of the Dead 
and the Life of the World to come 
Hoping in Jesus Christ 

+ 

Pray for me 

He lived LXIV years III months 
and XI days 
And died in the year of 
Salvation repaired 1758 
In the Convent of St. Mary Genazzano 
On the 5th day of August about midnight 
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FTER all that we have said respecting the 



sacred Shrine, it will be interesting to cur 



readers to know something more than has 
hitherto been related of the church in which it is 
contained. 

Eleven hundred years had passed away from the 
period when the Pontiff St. Mark had built the 
first Christian church on the ruins of the temple of 
Venus, until the time when Petruccia was inspired 
to prepare a more suitable dwelling on its site for 
the Virgin Mother of Good Counsel. During that 
long course of years its guardians, previously to 
the charge of the church being given over by the 
Colonna family to the Augustinian Fathers, were 
not so careful of it as they ought to have been. It 
is, however, also certain that it was always honored 
by devout clients of the Blessed Virgin, and that 
numbers were wont to visit it at a very early 
period, in order there to venerate a very beautiful 
alto-relievo of our Lady and her divine Son.. This 
alto-relievo is now preserved in a private chapel of 
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the Augustinian Convent; but so great was the de- 
votion of the people to it that it retained its posi- 
tion in the church until 1629, when the sacred edi- 
fice was rebuilt. 

Although the church of Petruccia was most 
probably constructed from designs by the able 
architect of the handsome convent of San Pio, it 
was very defective in form. The old church of St. 
Mark formed, as it were, a vestibule to it and its 
chief entrance faced a very narrow street. The 
architect being obliged to respect the foundations 
laid down by Petruccia, and to retain for use as 
much of the original building as possible, was con- 
siderably hampered by these conditions. But his 
chief care was to provide a suitable shrine for the 
sacred picture, and this he did in a manner betok- 
ening a master-mind to conceive and execute. 
It has certainly since that time been embellished 
and enclosed within strong iron rails, but neither 
the original design nor the richness of the material 
in which it is executed has been interfered with. 

The church was, however, still wanting in light 
as well as irregular in form, and therefore, after 
the lapse of about one hundred and fifty years, the 
Augustinian Fathers determined to erect another 
injts stead. After the lapse of nine years, thanks 
to the energy and zeal of the Prior, Father Felix 
Leoncelli, the present edifice was completed in its 
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present form. It consists of a wide nave and two 
side aisles. The high altar has a fine choir behind 
and an ample sanctuary in front, enclosed within a 
balustrade of polished marble. At the end of the 
aisle, on the Gospel side is the magnificent shrine 
and Sanctuary of Our Lady of Good Counsel, and 
at the extremity of the corresponding aisle is a 
richly decorated altar over which is a life-sized 
fresco of the Crucifixion which probably belonged 
to the church built by Petruccia. It has the fol- 
lowing strange and eventful history attached to it : 
In the year 1540, the Pontifical troops being quar- 
tered at Genazzano a party of the soldiers betook 
themselves to drinking and gambling. One of 
them, having lost all he possessed, began to utter 
the most horrible blasphemies, and seized, as it 
were, by a satanic frenzy rushed into the neighbor- 
ing Church of Santa Maria. After gazing for some 
time at the fresco of the Crucifixion, instead of 
being moved to repentance by it, as if he im- 
agined that God had been the cause of his losses, 
he drew his sword and made a plunge at the figure 
of Our Lord ; dealing one tremendous cut at the 
face, another at the breast, and a third at the legs. 
Then to the horror of all who had witnessed this 
diabolical act, blood immediately streamed from 
the wounds and even covered the miscreants 
sword. 
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Several of his fellow-soldiers, who had witnessed 
the dreadful sacrilege, at once determined to pun- 
ish the wretched criminal, who sought safety in 
flight, but he was soon overtaken in the very piazza 
where he had gambled away his money. Accord- 
ing to one account he was hacked to pieces with 
his companions' swords, whilst another account 
states that he escaped the death he had so justly 
merited, repented and ended a holy and penitential 
life as an Augustinian lay brother. However that 
may be, his sword is still preserved in the church. 
Almost as soon as he had struck the sacred figure, 
the weapon became bent in three different places 
and never afterwards could be set right. 

In 1688, Monsignor Colonna ordered it to be 
straightened in his presence by a smith who used 
fire and a hammer for the purpose. But no sooner 
had he taken it from the anvil than in the sight of 
all the spectators it instantly returned to the bent 
position which it still retains. 

The altar of the Crucifixion, after so great a 
miracle, became an object of special interest to all 
who frequented the Church of Santa Maria. The 
Holy See has enriched it with special indulgences, 
and every Friday the Augustinian Fathers chant 
the Vexilla Regis and the prayer Ante Oculos before 
it. 

Little, with the exception of the fagade recently 
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renewed, has been added to the church erected by 
Prior Leoncelli. During the last century the 
choir and sanctuary were, however, improved and 
new and more beautiful embellishments were about 
to be placed in position when the French Revolu- 
tion swept over the beautiful cities of Italy. The 
rich treasures of the Sanctuary at Genazzano were 
then given up by the Fathers to Pope Pius VI. to 
enable him, first to meet the heavy war indemnity 
imposed upon him by the French Directory, and 
later on to purchase peace by means of the treaties 
made in 1797 with Napoleon. In 1798, the Repub- 
lic was proclaimed in Rome, and on the 23d of 
March everything of value that the Convent and 
Sanctuary of Genazzano possessed was demanded 
and given up to the Government. 

The ring with the effigy of St. John Nepomucene 
was restored to the Convent by some unknown 
hand in 1820. The rest of the treasure, including 
vessels in gold and silver, jewels and relics en- 
riched with precious stones, the marriage-rings of 
the Electress of Saxony and the golden crowns 
given by the chapter of St. Peter, has never been 
recovered. Immediately after the downfall of Na- 
poleon the Augustinian Fathers endeavored to re- 
place something at least of what had been lost to 
their church, and benefactors soon began to come 
forward. Amongst them may be mentioned Mon- 
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signor Corsi, the Cardinal Archbishop of Pisa, who 
in 1835, at his own expense, constructed the four 
side altars of marble in the aisles. Cardinal Pedricini 
in 1840 had the whole of the gilding on the Sanctu- 
ary renewed. Just before that time the beautiful 
fagade of the church was completed after a design 
by the Prior of the Augustinian Convent at Bracci- 
ano. 

During the last ten years the whole of the in- 
terior has been renovated and decorated, whilst the 
best Roman artists have been employed to adorn 
tho walls with frescoes. Altogether the aspect of 
the sacred edifice is now very beautiful, enriched 
as it is with the precious marbles of its high altars, 
its pillars which are encased also in marble, its 
stuccoed and panelled vault gilded to perfection, 
and its numerous beautiful frescoes, the finest of 
which is the great one over the entrance door 
representing the coming of the sacred picture to 
Genazzano. 
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CHAPTER XI. 

THE CHURCH AT SCUTARI. 

F it be impossible not to feel great interest in 
the history of the Church at Genazzano where 
the sacred picture of the Virgin Mother of 
Good Counsel now reposes, it is equally impossible 
not to feel the same degree of interest in the one 
at Scutari whence the painting was miraculously 
translated. 

For that reason we now propose to give a short 
account of it, which we shall do by means of the 
tradition subsisting amongst the Catholics of Al- 
bania after the country had fallen under the domin- 
ion of the Turks, and after the departure of the 
miraculous picture from its shores. 

It was the agent of the Catholic missions in 
Rome who, in the middle of the last century, was 
enabled to collect some most interesting informa- 
tion respecting the church. 

The first account with which he was furnished 
came from an Albanian nobleman, Count Stephen 
Medin by name. In a letter which that gentleman 
wrote to Count John Baptist Medin in the year 
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the entrance door, whilst over it were the remains 
of an ornamental arch, the whole space occupied 
by the niche exactly corresponding in size with that 
of the picture at Genazzano. The walls of the 
principal compartments still preserve remains of 
the bright red color with which they were formerly 
painted. Moreover, on the external wall of the 
church, facing the fortress, there had once existed 
a stone, about the size of a large medal, on which 
was a carved representation of the Most Blessed 
Virgin Mary with her divine Son at her breast. 
This stone had been, from time immemorial, an 
object of veneration to the Albanian Catholics. In 
the year 1877 it was, however, taken away, either 
from malicious motives or through indiscreet devo- 
tion, and has never since been found. A pious and 
devout lady of Scutari stated that in her frequent 
pilgrimages to the church she was accustomed to 
make the circuit of the walls over and over again, 
and each time to kiss the' sculptured stone. It was, 
she said, inserted in the external wall, on the other 
side of which the miraculous picture had formerly 
been placed. She further affirmed that the faces of 
the Madonna and of the divine Child were similar 
to those of the picture venerated in the Cathedral 
of Scutari, and which is an exact copy of the miracu- 
lous picture of Our Lady of Good Counsel at Genaz- 
zano. Lastly, in front of the edifice had been an 
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atrium from which two large doors in bygone days 
had given entrance into the church. 

The belief that this was the self-same church 
whence the miraculous picture was translated has 
always been held, not only by the Albanian Chris- 
tians but even by the Mussulmans themselves. Exas- 
perated though they had been by the loss of in- 
numerable soldiers, and barbarous though they had 
shown themselves to be by destroying all the signs 
of the Christian religion which they could discover 
in the city of Scutari, they nevertheless left the 
Christians in possession of the Church of the An- 
nunciation. Up to the present day women of all 
ages and conditions go there with bare feet and 
prostrate themselves before the little empty niche, 
remaining during whole hours in prayer, and many 
when they leave are seen to be weeping. Frequently 
the worshippers derive not only spiritual but tem- 
poral advantages from the pilgrimages they make to 
the ruined Shrine. Even a poor Turk who had been 
for several years blind in both eyes and unable to ob- 
tain any relief from medical skill, resolved to visit the 
church and to pray there in his own fashion. Three 
days afterwards his sight was completely restored, 
and he was heard to boast that it was from the 
Madonna he had received the favor for which he 
had prayed. 

On the other hand, it pleases God to punish, as 
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we have already seen, those who attempt to profane 
these holy precincts. In addition to the examples 
we have given may be added the fact that some 
Turkish shepherds determined on a certain occasion 
to place their flocks within the walls for shelter 
during- the night, notwithstanding that the people 
in the neighborhood tried to dissuade them. The 
consequence was that the sheep were unable the 
next morning to leave the enclosure, being seized 
with a strange kind of malady which prevented 
them from standing. However, the shepherds hav- 
ing loudly expressed their sorrow for the sin they 
had committed, and having addressed fervent pray- 
ers to God, the scourge with which their flock had 
been visited was removed and the animals were 
made whole. 

In addition to the information afforded by Father 
Giampiero we learn from a document with which 
Monsignor Dillon was so fortunate as to be fur- 
nished, some further interesting details respecting 
the church at Scutari. 

First, we are told that upon the slope of the hill 
where the fortress of Scutari stands, and in the vicin- 
ity of the ruins of the church, there formerly existed 
many houses of private and distinguished Turkish 
families. At the beginning of the present century, 
the government, for political and military reasons, or- 
dered these families to remove elsewhere and their 
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houses to be pulled down. Of almost all of those 
which were thus destroyed there do not now remain 
even the foundations, the materials having been 
used in the construction of public works. 

We next learn that the walls of the church ven- 
erated by the Christians as sacred ruins still exist 
to a considerable height, and yet the materials of 
which they are constructed would have been much 
more suitable for some of the edifices which have 
been erected by the government than those which 
have been employed. Not only the government, 
but private Turkish families also, have continued 
from time to time to build new buildings in places 
very near to the ruined church, but instead of using 
its stones they have invariably had the necessary 
materials transported on the backs of horses from 
a considerable distance and at no small expense. 
Neither now, nor at any previous time, does the 
thought seem to have occurred to any one to avail 
himself of what remains of the edifice, although the 
stones are square and perfectly suitable for building 
purposes. 

It must also be remembered that the Turks are 
wont to turn everything to account, especially if 
they suspect that it was once Christian property, in 
which case they even consider it meritorious to ap- 
propriate it. It is clear, then, that they look upon 
these walls as sacred, and that they do not attempt 
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to touch them for fear of being severely punished. 
For the tradition that the church cannot be pro- 
faned without bringing down castigation upon the 
offender is still alive and influential amongst the 
Mussulmans at Scutari. 

Although the church which once contained the 
miraculous picture is now in ruins, Our Lady of 
Good Counsel is, nevertheless, still venerated with 
especial honor at Scutari. The feast in her honor, 
held on the third Monday in October, is annually 
celebrated in the city with great pomp, and a very 
great concourse of people come there to worship 
the Madonna of Scutari. The copy of the sacred 
original of Our Lady of Good Counsel is exposed 
on the high altar, and the sermon preached on that 
day dwells upon the sorrowful fact of the departure 
of the miraculous picture from the city and upon 
the necessity of praying to the most blessed Ma- 
donna once more to take Albania under her protec- 
tion. 

Not only in sermons but in a pathetic ballad fre- 
quently sung in Scutari, the Virgin Mother of God 
is entreated to send back her holy picture to her 
former beloved sanctuary. Torna, ritorua, o pia 
unica speme de l' Albania, "Return, return, O be- 
loved, O only hope of Albania," is the touching refrain 
of the verses in which the poet implores the Blessed 
Virgin, who had taken refuge beneath Italian skies, 
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to return to Scutari and bring peace and healing 
to her afflicted people. " O Holy Virgin of Good 
Counsel," the poet exclaims, "Thy departure was 
the climax of our woes, and deprived of thee, my 
country is covered with a gloomy veil. Ah ! speak 
to God of the chains with which we are bound, and 
make brighter days to shine upon us. Come back, 
come back," he cries, " and on thy ruined altar, a 
sacred memory of happier days, thy children will 
raise one still more splendid in thy honor. Torna, 
ritorna, 0 pia unica speme de V Albania" 

During the function which takes place in the 
Cathedral the people defile in numerous and devout 
procession through the aisles. Many confraternities 
take part in it, preceded by banners, all of them 
representing the Blessed Virgin. Pre-eminent 
amongst them is that of Our Lady of Good Counsel, 
whose banner represents the blessed and venerated 
picture of Genazzano, transported thither by angels. 
An immense crowd of youths and maidens sing in 
their own Albanian tongue the touching canticle to 
which we have already referred, beseeching the 
holy picture to return and not any longer to pro- 
tract the desolation to which the penitent children 
of their Mother of Good Counsel have been con- 
demned. 

This feast, solemnized with so much pomp, is 
very ancient ; it even dates back to the period when 
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the Mussulman would not permit the Catholics of 
Scutari to give any outward expression to their 
religious belief. From time immemorial, pictures 
of Our Lady of Good Counsel, under the title of the 
Madonna of Scutari, have existed and were ven- 
erated in the chapels, the oratories, and the houses 
of the persecuted Christians. The copy of the holy 
picture was, moreover, exposed wherever the faith- 
ful assembled for Holy Communion, and during the 
sacred festivals of the Church. 

In 1879 the solemn feast of the Most Holy 
Madonna was celebrated with unusual pomp on the 
20th October. Vespers were sung on the previous 
evening; the church was illuminated and the high 
altar adorned with two hundred and fifty wax 
candles. An immense number of persons were 
present, and at the procession there was an extra- 
ordinary attendance ; no fewer than seventeen con- 
fraternities taking part in it, as also all the schools 
of the city and the seminarists. The National band 
played before the sacred picture, and pieces from 
classic composers were performed. Amidst the 
great concourse of people there were not wanting 
both Greeks and Turks. "The day," says Father 
Jonchi, to whom we are indebted for the above 
account, "was a most brilliant one, and Scutari was 
filled with joy." 

It is worthy of notice that the first migration of 
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the people of Scutari, after the surrender of their 
town to the Turks, was not only to Italy but to that 
portion of it styled Latium. And yet in the Papal 
States there were many places much nearer their 
own land in which they might have found refuge. 
But they preferred to cross the Apennines, to brave 
the miasma of the Campagna, and to traverse Rome 
without a pause, in order that they might at last 
reach Latium. For there, and there alone, they 
knew they should find once more their beloved and 
lost Madonna. 

To Genazzano the Albanians still come, even-as 
they did in past times, and the descendants of their 
people who emigrated to Calabria still turn their 
longing gaze to the Sanctuary of Our Lady of Good 
Counsel, and to the Shrine where their own miracu- 
lous picture of her is enthroned. 
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CHAPTER XII. 
INDULGENCES AT THE SHRINE 

AND THE PIOUS UNION. 

FTER all that has been stated in regard to 
the sacred picture at Genazzano, it will 
naturally be expected that the privileges 
and indulgences attached to the Sanctuary must be 
very numerous, as indeed they are. Some of these 
even date back from the generation which witnessed 
the miraculous apparition, whilst others have been 
quite recently granted. 

Besides the privilege of liberating one soul from 
Purgatory every time Mass is celebrated at the 
shrine, the altar is a privileged one for every day in 
the year, and for all priests regular and secular. In 
1771, Clement XIV. granted permission to celebrate 
the Proper Mass of the Blessed Virgin of Good 
Counsel on all days except on Doubles of the first and 
second class, and excepting the Conventual Mass; 
a privilege not granted to the votive Mass, even at 
the tomb of the Apostles at St. Peter's in Rome. 
The indulgences to be gained by pilgrims visiting 
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the Sanctuary are many and very valuable, as are 
also those attached to the altar of the Crucifixion, 
the story of which has- already been mentioned. 

The members of the Pious Union, of which we 
shall now give a short account, may of course gain 
many indulgences, both plenary and partial, which 
are to the full as valuable as any that are gained at 
the Sanctuary itself. 

One of the most remarkable features of the devo- 
tion which has been shown during many centuries, 
to Our Lady of Good Counsel in her Sanctuary at 
Genazzano, is the loving regret which every one ex- 
periences when bidding farewell to the Shrine. 

Instances of this have been seen in the case of the 
holy Pontiff St. Urban, who burst into tears on leav- 
ing the altar of her sacred picture. The Electress 
of Saxony is another example, for on the day of 
her departure from Genazzano, after her long stay 
there, she was so overwhelmed with sorrow as to be 
almost inconsolable. 

Such occurrences as those, are in fact, so common 
that no one seems to notice them. One consequence 
resulting from them, however, is that in process of 
time a custom originated among the devout clients 
of Mary, of leaving their autographs at her feet 
when bidding her sacred picture farewell. 

This practice was afterwards extended "to those 
who, not being able to visit the Shrine itself, could 
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only send their names there. Hence arose the con- 
fraternity of the Pious Union, which is, in the main, 
a means of being constantly reminded of Our Cady 
of Good Counsel. For those who belong to it not 
only send their names to the Sanctuary, but keep 
always by them a cop)^ of the sacred picture. They 
also say three Hail Mary's daily, and yearly offer a 
Mass or Communion for their fellow-associates. 

These are all the conditions required to gain the 
indulgences which, at the petition of the General of 
the Augustinian Order, were granted in 1753 to the 
Pious Union by a special Bull of the learned Pontiff 
Benedict XIV. This greatest of the Pontiffs of the 
last century was the first to inscribe his name as a 
member of the Union, and ever afterwards he kept a 
picture of Our Lady of Good Counsel near him. In 
common with the humblest of its members, he said 
his three Hail Mary's daily and offered his Mass 
yearly for all belonging to the association. 

In the brief of the Pontiff, he states that the Prior 
General of the Augustinians had explained to him 
that there were many people who either lived too far 
away from Genazzano to be able to visit the Shrine, 
or who, having been there, were not afterwards able 
to return thither, and yet were earnestly desirous to 
be made participators in all the good works daily 
performed at the Sanctuary in honor of the Most 
Holy Mother of God. 
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To meet the wishes of these pious persons, whose 
names had already been registered in a book kept 
for the purpose, ?ne Superior of the Monastery, it 
was then stated in the brief, had constituted them 
into a spiritual league under the name of the Pious 
Union. Further, these persons would not only en- 
joy the privilege of sharing in all the good works 
performed by the Religious, the suffrages of prayers 
and of pious canticles, but in addition, the Superior 
promised that a solemn Mass should be offered up 
for them once every year at the altar of the Virgin 
of Good Counsel, on some one^of the days within 
the octave of the festival celebrated on the 25th 
of April. Moreover, the Religious also promised 
that for nine continuous days, at an opportune time 
every year, peculiar works of piety should be prac- 
tised on behalf of the Union together with offices of 
prayer. 

After stating what the members were bound to do 
in return for these favors the holy Father proceeded 
to say that, inasmuch as he confided in the Lord 
that this Pious Union would advance the greater 
worship of Mary, he not only confirmed and ap- 
proved of it, but he granted to the faithful of both 
sexes, either already inscribed or to be inscribed in 
the register, and who being truly penitent should 
have confessed and communicated, a plenary indul- 
gence on the day on which, whether absent or present, 
12 
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they were inscribed, or on the Sunday immediately 
following. 

The Pontiff likewise 'granted to those inscribed, 
a plenary indulgence in the hour of death, provided 
that they were truly penitent and had confessed and 
communicated, and if unable to do so, would at least 
pronounce the name of Jesus with the mouth if 
they could, and if they could not, with the heart. 

Plenary and partial indulgences applicable to this 
Novena and to the day when holy Mass is celebrated 
at the Shrine, were likewise granted by the Pontiff. 
He also bestowed on the faithful in Christ of both 
sexes, everywhere existing and inscribed, who should 
either celebrate Mass or cause it to be celebrated, or 
should have been strengthened with the Holy Com- 
munion, or who should visit any church upon that 
same day and there pour out prayers for the concord 
of Christian princes, the extirpation of heretics, and 
the exaltation of Holy Mother Church, a plenary 
indulgence, also applicable by way of suffrage to 
the souls in Purgatory. 

The brief concludes with these words : 

" As often as the faithful in Christ shall have shel- 
tered the poor, or made peace between enemies, and 
shall have made or procured settlements, or shall 
have followed the bodies of any dead persons to the 
grave, or shall* have accompanied any processions 
made with the license of the ordinary, or followed 
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the most Holy Sacrament of the Eucharist, as well 
in processions when carried to the sick as otherwise, 
whensoever and wheresoever it may be carried ; or if 
impeded, shall once say the Lord's Prayer and the 
Angelic Salutation when the bell gives the signal 
for that purpose; or shall recite five times that 
prayer and salutation for the souls of the dead ; 
or shall have brought back any one to the way of 
salvation, or shall have instructed the ignorant in 
the precepts of God, and in things necessary for 
salvation ; or whatsoever other work of piety or of 
charity they shall have exercised ; we relax sixty 
days of the penance enjoined or in any manner 
due, according to the usual form of the church. . . . 
Given at Rome, at St. Maria Maggiore, under the 
seal of the Fisherman, this 2d July, 1753, being the 
thirteenth year of our Pontificate." 

On the 25th of June, 1875, a decree was made by 
the Sacred Congregation of Rites stating that it 
considered the summary which had been published 
of the indulgences and spiritual advantages con- 
tained in this brief to be authentic and that it 
might be printed and published. 

Mgr. Dillon observes with regard to this brief 
that it is a most remarkable one, not only because 
of the favors which it confers upon the PiouS 
Union, but also because in the commencement of 
it ample testimony is borne to the claims of the 
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sacred picture to be what history and tradition 
alike proclaim it, and especially to its having been 
carried by angelic hands from Scutari to Genazza- 
no. Rome, he says, is guarded in speech and slow 
in approval ; and certainly no Pontiff who ever 
lived could be more careful in the examination of 
the claims to sanctity of persons, places or things, 
than was Benedict XIV., as his great work on the 
Canonization of Saints sufficiently proves. 

Following the example of their spiritual Head, 
numbers of persons immediately hastened to avail 
themselves of privileges so easily obtainable, and 
towards the close of the last century there were 
no less than one hundred and ninety thousand 
names enrolled on the registers kept at Genazzano. 

During the time of the French Revolution there 
was of course a break; the Augustinian Fathers 
were driven from their home, and their Convent 
was plundered. But as soon as the storm which 
had swept over Italy had spent itself, the Religious 
on their return to their Convent found to their 
great joy that their greatest treasure, the miracu- 
lous picture, its shrine and church had remained 
untouched, although its treasures in gold and silver, 
its precious stones, its ex-votos and other offerings 
had been stolen. And now once more the praises 
of God ascended, not only on public occasions in 
the church and Sanctuary, but at every convenient 
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hour of the day. Priests and people gathered as 
before round the Shrine, to glorify the Virgin 
Mother of Good Counsel, and to pray for the living 
and the dead. The Pious Union also, soon after 
1 82 1, swelled to something like its old proportions, 
and since that time it has extended in a manner 
which had never before been known. 

As in earlier days, persons of the highest eccle- 
siastical and secular rank are now to be found 
among its members, such for instance as the 
Princes of the Imperial House of Austria, the late 
Pontiff Pius IX., and his illustrious successor, Leo 
XIII. 

Finally, it may be useful to state that all the 
conditions necessary to become a member of the 
Pious Union, and to gain the indulgences at- 
tached to it, may be summed up thus: 1. It must 
be understood that the association is one of simple 
voluntary aggregation. 2. It is not a confrater- 
nity. 3. None of its duties oblige under any sin or 
penalty whatsoever. 4. Admission to it requires 
no ceremony. In order that a person wishing 
to become a member should have his name in- 
scribed in the register, he has only to send it to the 
Very Rev. Prior of the Augustinian Convent at 
Genazzano. 

We have hitherto considered the Pious Union 
merely in the light of a purely spiritual association, 
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to which no subscription is paid and in which even 
the poorest may join. In order, however, to ob- 
tain funds for the necessary improvements of the 
church and the Sanctuary, the Fathers determined 
to grant other and greater spiritual advantages for 
the benefit of all the members of the Pious Union 
who might wish to assist in these works. We 
earnestly hope that there will be many who will 
desire to do so, when they are informed that these 
good works have become an imperative necessity. 

For, since the Italian Government has despoiled 
the Religious of every farthing of the income which 
they formerly possessed, the Augustinian Fathers 
promise, to all who shall subscribe the sum of two 
shillings and sixpence annually, or its equivalent in 
a single sum which suffices for life, the following 
advantages: ist. One hundred Masses which are 
offered for the spiritual and temporal well-being of 
all the living members, and in addition a Triduum 
which is offered for the same intention in every 
month of the year when a solemn Mass is sung. 
2d. One hundred Masses offered up every year 
for the members who are dead and whose subscrip- 
tions of course have ceased. A Triduum and sol- 
emn Mass offered every month for their souls. 
3d. The members thus assisting the Fathers by 
their alms alone enjoy the fruit of the special pray- 
ers and Masses which are offered up throughout 
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the year at the Sanctuary, amongst which is the 
Salve Regina, sung every night, after the Litany, 
before the Sacred Picture. 

In addition to these advantages a certain num- 
ber of special Masses are said on the news being 
received at Genazzano of the death of a subscriber. 
Those who are subscribers to the amount of fifteen 
pence a year, or who give thirty shillings at once as 
an equivalent, have the right to a lesser number of 
Masses at death. 

The tidings of the decease of a subscriber should 
be transmitted, either to the collector of the local- 
ity in which the death has taken place, or else di- 
rectly to the Prior of Santa Maria at Genazzano, 
when the masses will be said. Of course, the de- 
ceased immediately begins to enjoy the advantages 
of the hundred yearly Masses for the dead, the tri- 
duums and all the other spiritual advantages 
already mentioned. 

On the transmission of one or other of the above 
named sums from any part of the world, to "The 
Prior of Santa Maria, Genazzano, Italy," by post- 
office order or by a draft on any bank in Rome, 
an answer with a paper of aggregation, both to the 
Pious Union and to the additional advantages se- 
cured to paying members, will be immediately for- 
warded. 

The letter may be in English, as an English- 
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speaking Father is always resident in the Convent 
for the benefit of persons who may wish to confess 
in that language. A Religious of the American 
Augustinian Province at present occupies the post, 
and most kindly attends, not only to the spiritual, 
but also to any other of the needs of English- 
speaking pilgrims who now resort in great num- 
bers to the Sanctuary. If any additional informa- 
tion be required it may easily be had from " The 
Prior of Santa Maria in Posterula, No. 143, Via 
Tordinona, Rome," from whom directions may 
also be had as to the best means of getting to Gen- 
azzano. 

When the Irish Augustinian students occupy 
San Pio at Genazzano, English-speaking ecclesi- 
astics desiring to celebrate Mass at the shrine may, 
upon application to the Prior, obtain hospitality in 
the community. They may likewise be directed 
how to obtain from the General of the Augustin- 
ians in Rome the privilege of offering the holy 
sacrifice of the Mass before the sacred picture un- 
veiled. 

Of the many distinguished prelates who have of 
late years been aggregated to the Pious Union the 
most eminent Cardinal de Angelis, Archbishop of 
Fermo, Cardinals Pacca and Borromeo, have passed 
to a better life. His Eminence the Most Rev. 
Sixtus Riario Sforza, Archbishop of Naples, of 
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blessed memory, was inscribed on the 25th of Janu- 
ary, 1873, and in the same year several other illus- 
trious prelates were inscribed, amongst whom were 
Monsignor, now Cardinal Ricci, and Monsignor Ne- 
groni, Minister to Pius IX., Monsignor Vaughan, 
Bishop of Salford in England ; and other prelates 
have moreover established the Pious Union in 
their dioceses. 

That it should rapidly spread wherever it is es- 
tablished is surely not a matter for doubt, its con- 
ditions being so easy and its advantages so great. 
What indeed can be easier than to keep a copy of 
the beautiful picture of the Virgin Mother of Good 
Counsel either hanging on the walls of our room, 
or in our prayer-book, or in any place where it can 
be venerated ? 

We know that the Church has always approved 
and recommended the use of pictures and repre- 
sentations of Our Blessed Lord, of His Mother and 
of the saints, as a sign of the love we bear them. 
We delight to look on the portraits of those who 
are dear to us on earth, and surely we must still 
jmore delight to gaze and meditate upon the repre- 
sentations of our dearest friends and protectors in 
heaven. 

Besides, the lovely picture of the Virgin Mother 
of Good Counsel is so benign and heavenly, so full 
of maternal tenderness as regards the Mother, and 
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of loving solicitude as regards her Divine Infant, 
that no one can look upon it without being moved 
and rendered better for the contemplation. 

No matter whether we be in sorrow or in joy, 
we shall find in the picture of Our Lady of Good 
Counsel an answer to all our needs, affording us 
not only consolation in our trials but sympathy 
in whatever of peace and happiness it may please 
God to bestow upon us. 

The next condition, and which is surely an equal- 
ly easy one, is to recite three Hail Mary's every 
day, an obligation which can be fulfilled in less 
than one minute, even when said with due rever- 
ence and devotion. The third and last condition 
is not more difficult than the other two, for what 
can be more simple than either to celebrate, if the 
member be a priest, or if he be a layman to have 
one single Mass celebrated yearly for the benefit of 
the whole of the associates. And if this be im- 
possible in the case of a member who is very poor, 
it will suffice for him to offer up Holy Communion 
once a year for his fellow-members. There must, 
of course, be a desire to extend the devotion, and 
it must also be borne in mind that the daily saying 
of the Hail Mary's, the Masses, and the Commun- 
ion must all be offered for the benefit of the asso- 
ciates living and dead. 

When these conditions are known and the in- 



INDULGENCES AT THE SHRINE. 1 87 



diligences and graces attached to them, and also 
that the Pious Union has received the highest 
mark of approbation which the Supreme Authority 
in the Church of God has it in his power to bestow, 
there will be few, if any, Catholics who will not 
wish to become members and to extend amongst 
their friends and neighbors the knowledge of so 
beautiful a devotion. 
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CHAPTER XIII. 

PROPER MASS AND OFFICE. 

IHE story of the miraculous picture of Our 
^ Lady of Good Counsel, of her Shrine at 
Genazzano, and of the wonders worked there 
would not be complete unless there were added to 
it an account of the final and emphatic approval 
given to the devotion by Holy Church in favorin- 
it with a Proper Mass and Office. 

Early in the eighteenth century this all-important 
matter was taken into consideration by the Sacred 
Congregation of Rites. After mature deliberations 
it issued an order dated the 12th of July, 1727, by 
which the clergy regular and secular of Genazzano 
and soon afterwards of Palestrina, were allowed to 
celebrate, on every anniversary of the miraculous 
apparition, the feast of Our Lady of Good Counsel. 

This privilege, however, had regard only to the 
usual Common Office arranged for the feast of 
the Blessed Virgin. There was, therefore, no refer- 
ence made in it to the miraculous apparition of the 
picture at Genazzano and its translation from 
Scutari. Still, unless the Congregation of Rites 
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had believed in these traditions, and had considered 
them to be founded on fact, even the Common 
Mass and Office appropriated to the feasts of our 
Lady would not have been permitted. 

To encourage amongst the faithful a well-founded 
belief, productive of spiritual advantage, is one 
thing, but to inculcate it through the medium of 
the Liturgy is quite another, and with respect to 
this latter practice the Church has always shown 
herself to be most careful. She knows that men 
may be deceived, especially in regard to matters 
belonging to the supernatural order, and therefore 
she exercises the utmost caution in all her proceed- 
ings which have these phenomena for their object. 

In her courts, when proposals are made to 
substantiate alleged supernatural occurrences, she 
calls to her aid officials who are skilled in Canon 
Law and who are accustomed to the sifting and 
examination of all kinds of evidence. It is the duty 
of these officials to oppose all supernatural preten- 
sions by every means in their power, and it is not 
until they have critically investigated every smallest 
detail of the testimony brought before them that 
such pretensions are allowed to be considered as 
trustworthy. Hence the processes for the beatifi- 
cation or canonization of certain individuals may, 
sometimes even for the mere introduction of them, 
frequently draw "their slow length along" for hun- 
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dreds of years, if indeed they are not entirely aban- 
doned. 

During the fifty years which elapsed after the 
Common Mass and Office had been granted, the 
Sacred Congregation, in anticipation of the be- 
stowal of a Proper Mass and Office, caused a severe, 
minute, and critical examination to be made of the 
supernatural incidents attached to the picture. 

Two learned and expert archaeologists, Calistus 
and Cajetan Marini by name, who were custodians 
of the Vatican archives, were deputed by the Con- 
gregation to report upon all the matters connected 
with the translation of the picture and with its 
apparition at Genazzano. The first historical docu- 
ment which they set themselves to examine would 
doubtless be the investigation ordered to be made 
by the then reigning Pontiff, Paul II., shortly 
after the tidings of the miraculous picture had been 
conveyed to him at Rome. It will be well to bear 
in mind that Paul II. had known Scanderbeg in- 
timately, and that he must therefore have been well 
aware of the Sanctuary of our Lady at Scutari, 
beloved as it was by the Albanian monarch and by 
his people. The Pontiff must also have felt great 
solicitude for the city of Scutari, garrisoned as it 
was at that time by his fellow-countrymen, the 
Venetians, and in daily peril of being taken by the 
Turks. When, therefore, the report of the miracu- 
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lous translation from Scutari to Genazzano of the 
picture of the Blessed Virgin reached Rome, the 
Holy Father could not but have felt the deepest 
interest in the matter and an earnest desire to learn 
the exact truth in regard to it. 

If the account he had received could be verified, 
he could have no doubt as to the consequences 
resulting from it ; he must have seen in a moment 
that nothing could have been more disastrous for 
the cause of Catholicism in Albania. The effects 
would be also disastrous for Venice, whose soldiers, 
stationed at, Scutari, were, it was said, greatly dis- 
appointed on account of the mysterious departure 
of their " Lady of Good Office," by which title the 
picture was known at Scutari. 

Paul II. had not only been informed of the 
appearance of the sacred picture at Genazzano, but 
he had also heard accounts of the pilgrimages to 
the shrine which were daily taking place, and of the 
miracles which were constantly being wrought there. 
Now, if all these things could have been disproved, 
including the story narrated by the pilgrims Giorgio 
and De Sclavis, it would have been an immense 
relief to the Pontiff. For he could then have 
restored to Scutari the picture taken from thence 
in that case by human hands, and the Christians of 
Albania as well as the Venetian soldiers would at 
once have been inspired with renewed hope and 
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courage. In order, therefore, to arrive at complete 
certainty as to what had really occurred, he insti- 
tuted, two months after the miraculous apparition 
had occurred, an investigation which he ordered to 
be conducted by two of the ablest prelates then in 
Rome. 

One of these prelates was Gaucerio de Folcarquer, 
Bishop of Gap in Dauphiny, a most learned and 
prudent man, well acquainted with the language, 
customs, and history of Albania and of its people. 

The other prelate was Niccolo a Crucibus, Bishop 
of Fara, now called Lesina, an island not far from 
the coast of Albania. 

The result of the examination made by these two 
distinguished dignitaries of the Church proved to 
be favorable, as regarded the truth of the story 
related by Giorgio and De Sclavis, and the devotion 
shown to the miraculous picture at Genazzano. 

The next historical document investigated by the 
brothers Marini may probably have been the clear 
and graphic account drawn up of the sacred picture, 
of its translation and its apparition, by the celebrated 
General of the Augustinian Fathers, Ambrose de 
Cori. Provincial of the district in which Genazzano 
is situated, he was holding that office at the very 
time when the miraculous occurrence in regard to 
the sacred picture took place. It appears that, in 
the course of a controversy which he had with two 
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Canons regular of the Order of St. Augustine, he 
had occasion to speak of Petruccia and of the 
prophecy she had uttered respecting the rebuilding 
of the Church of Santa Maria. " Scarcely had a 
year passed," the Provincial said, "after she had 
pronounced these words, when a picture of the 
Blessed Virgin miraculously appeared above a wall 
of the said church, to gaze upon which all Italy was 
so moved that both towns and cities went there 
processionally amidst signs and prodigies and alms 
unspeakable. And she (Petruccia) being still alive, 
not only the church, but a most beautiful Convent, 
was built. Afterwards," the Provincial added, " Pet- 
ruccia having died was interred in the chapel of the 
aforesaid picture in the time of our Provincialate." 

The third series of proofs to be examined into by 
the Marini brothers would doubtless be those con- 
tained in the Codex which recorded all the miracles 
worked at the Shrine during the four months sub- 
sequent to the apparition. 

With respect to the white cloud and the celestial 
music, many facts would be discovered by the dele- 
gates of the Sacred Congregation confirmatory of the 
trutli of this tradition. Amongst them would be the 
ancient ex-voto presented by Philip Colonna.Dukeof 
Paliano, in thanksgiving for the cure of his wife Lu- 
crezia Tomacelli, and representing the sacred picture 
of Our Lady of Good Counsel, surrounded by the 
,*3 
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white cloud which accompanied it from Scutari. Un- 
derneath the copy the experts would find engraved 
the following inscription : Divinitus apparuit in 
Terra Genazzano, A.D. MDCCCCLXVII. Die 
XXV. Aprilis. As this ex-voto was made either 
in the same century as that of the miraculous appa- 
rition or very early in the following one, it was clear 
that the donor must have been acquainted with 
persons who had witnessed the coming of the 
sacred picture, and that the ex-voto was a faithful 
copy of the manner of its appearance. 

It is indeed true that the archives of this Augus- 
tinian Convent of Santa Maria were more than 
once removed and that many precious documents 
were lost or destroyed by fire or otherwise. Still, 
although there is nearly a total want of records be- 
tween the years 1460 and 1474, the mass of docu- 
ments, historical and traditional, investigated by 
the archaeologists, contained testimony sufficient to 
enable them to draw up a report entirely decisive 
as to the truth of the sacred picture's miraculous 
apparition at Genazzano. 

As regards the miraculous translation, the only 
evidence procurable was that contained in the nar- 
ration of the two pilgrims, Georgio and De Sclavis, 
who could have had no probable motive for de- 
ceiving the people of Genazzano. On the other 
hand, if the inhabitants of the town could have 
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contradicted the story of the Albanians, they 
would have been only too glad to do so, and to 
have retained their belief that the picture had come 
to them direct from Paradise. But on examining 
into the facts connected with the narration given 
by the pilgrims the delegates would see that their 
story had never been called in question. Neither 
was it ever contradicted by the Albanian emigrants 
who came to Latium after Scutari had fallen into 
the hands of the Turks. Moreover, they would ob- 
serve that Barletto, the Albanian priest and the 
historian of the siege of Scutari, says his fellow- 
countrymen were all desirous to go to Latium in 
Latium tetenderunt, because they knew that there 
they should find the loved object of their devo- 
tion, — the sacred picture of Our Lady of Good 
Counsel. 

Lastly, the archaeologists would note that from 
the second day after the wonderful apparition at 
Genazzano, there had always existed an unbroken, 
unaltered tradition of the pilgrims' recital and of 
the apparition of the sacred picture on the walls of 
the chapel of St. Biagio. 

After they had concluded their long and difficult 
investigations, Calisto and Cajetan Maroni pro- 
duced a work of vast erudition and great critical 
research on the subject, and a memorial based on 
their statements was placed, by Cardinal Archinto, 
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before the Sacred Congregation of Rites. The 
Proper Mass and Office were then composed by the 
Postulator, Father Daniel Marcolini, and finally ap- 
proved by a decree bearing the signature of Cardi- 
nal Marefuscus, Prefect of the Congregation, under 
date of Dec. 18, 1789. 

Moved by these facts, Pope Pius VII. conceded 
to the Religious of the said town a Proper Office to 
be recited on the seventh of the kalends of May, 
i.e., the 25th of April, that day being the anniver- 
sary of the apparition. Upon the day immediately 
following, the Pope extended the recitation of the 
Office to the whole Augustinian Order, under the 
rite of a double major. During the year 1885, 
another and still more beautiful and expressive 
Proper Mass and Office were composed, and ap- 
proved by the Sacred Congregation of Rites. 
These we give in full at the end of this chapter. 

In the Mass, the Epistle is taken from the Book 
of Ecclesiasticus xxiv. 23-31, where the praises and 
rewards of those who seek after wisdom are espe- 
cially dwelt upon. 

The privilege of having this Mass and Office has 
been asked for by several dioceses, some of which 
have also entreated the Holy See to institute Mary, 
under her title of the Virgin Mother of Good Coun- 
sel, their special patroness. 

Very recently the Archbishop of Prague and four 
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bishops of Bohemia requested the Pope to allow 
them to celebrate the feast in the same manner as 
at Genazzano. Permission was granted them to do 
so, on condition that the day of celebration should 
be the 26th of April, so as not to interfere with the 
feast of St. Mark. 

Several Religious Orders, among them the Sisters 
of the Visitation, Brooklyn, and the Order of the 
Marist Fathers, have already obtained the same 
privilege. The English Benedictines are also about 
to supplicate for it, and it is said that it is on the 
point of being postulated for by the entire hierarchy 
of Ireland. 

In Australia the Bishop of Sandhurst is not only 
asking for the Proper Mass and Office but is also de- 
sirous of obtaining the favor of having the whole of 
his vast diocese consecrated canonically to the Vir- 
gin Mother of Good Counsel. It is therefore to be 
hoped that in a few years the Proper Mass and Of- 
fice, together with a deep and tender devotion to 
our Lady, under one of the most beautiful as well 
as specially appropriate of her titles, may be spread 
over the whole world. 

The following is the Office postulated for and 
granted in full : 
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DIE XXVI. APRILIS. 

In Festo Beat^e Marine Virginis 
de Bono Consilio. 



IN I. VESPERIS. 

Ant. ut ad Laudes; Psalmi ut in Festis Beatce 
Maria Virginis. 

Capitulum. — Prov. viii. 34. 

Beatus hcmo qui audit me et qui vigilat ad fores meas 
quotidie, et observat ad postes ostii mei. Qui me in- 
venerit inveniet vitam, et hauriet salutem a Domino. 

Hymnus. Ave Maris Stella, ut in Festis B. M. V. 

V. Ora pro nobis, Mater Boni Consilii. 
R. Ut digni efnciamur promissionibus Christi. 

Ad Magnificat. Ant. Candor est lucis seternae, et spec- 
ulum sine macula Dei majestatiset imago bonitatis illius, 
et ideo nihil inquinatum in earn incurrit. 

Oratio. 

Deus, qui Genitricem dilecti Filii tui matrem nobis 
dedisti, ejusque speciosam imaginem mira apparitione 
clarificare dignatus es: concede, quaesumus, ut ejusdem 
monitis jugiter inhaerentes, secundum cor tuum vivere 
et ad ccelestem patriam feliciter pervenire valeamus. 
Per eumdem Dominum nostrum Jesum Christum. 



PROPER MASS AND OFFICE. 1 99 



FOR THE 26TH OF APRIL. 

The Feast of the Blessed Virgin 
of Good Counsel. 



IN I. VESPERS. 

Anthems as in Lauds; Psalms as in Feast of 
Blessed Virgin. 

The Little Chapter. — Prov. viii. 34. 

Blessed is the man that heareth me, and that watcheth 
daily at my gates, and waiteth at the posts of my doors. 
He that shall find me, shall find life, and shall have sal- 
vation from the Lord. 

Hymn. " Hail, bright Star of ocean," as on the Feast 
of the B. V. M. 

V. Pray for us, O Mother of Good Counsel. 

R. That we may be made worthy of the promises of 
Christ. 

At the Magnificat. She is the brightness of eternal 
light, and the unspotted mirror of God's majesty, and 
the image of His goodness; and therefore no defiled thing 
cometh into her. 

Prayer. 

O God, Who hath given the Mother of Thy Son to be 
our Mother also, and Who hath been pleased to glorify 
her beautiful image with a wonderful Apparition, grant, 
we beseech Thee, that by perpetually adhering to her 
admonitions we may live according to Thy Sacred 
Heart, and so happily arrive at our heavenly country, 
through the same Jesus Christ Our Lord, Who with Thee 
and the Holy Ghost liveth and reigneth one God forever 
and forever. Amen. 
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AD MATUTINUM. 
Lnvitat. Sancta Maria Dei Genitrix Virgo, Mater Boni 
Consilii, intercede pro nobis. 
Ps. Venite exukemus. 

Hymnns. 
Plaude festivo, pia gens, honore, 
Dum Genestanam veneraris aedem, 
Qua Dei magnae Genitricis alma 

Splendet imago. 
Haec ubi miram speciem repente 
Obtulit laetis populis videndam, 
Multa mox secum bona ferre nostras 

Visa per oras. 
Ipsa tunc aegris aderat, molestos 
Corporis morbos animique pellens 
Longe et aerumnas Latio imminentes 

Ipsa fugabat. 
Virgo quae magnis decorata signis, 
Nunc quoque effulges, miseris juvamen 
Affer et fusis patiens clientum 

Annue votis. 
Sit salus illi, decus atque virtus, 
Qui super cceli solio coruscans, 
Totius mundi seriem gubernat 
Trinus et unus. Amen. 
In I. Nocturno. 
Ant. i a . Accipe consilium intellectus, et ne abjicias 
consilium meum. 

Psalmi ut in Festis B. M. V. 
Ant. 2*. Sine consilio nihil facias et post factum non 
pcenitebis. 

Ant. 3 a . Audite disciplinam et estote sapientes, et 
nolite abjicere ea. 

V. Venerunt mihi omnia bona pariter cum ilia. 
R. Et innumerabilis honestas per manus illius. 
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AT MATINS. 
Tnvitatory. Holy Mary, Virgin Mother of God, Mother 
of Good Counsel, intercede for us. 

Ps. Come let us praise the Lord with joy. 

Hymn. 

Of Genazzano's holy shrine 

Let praises all the faithful sing, 
Where light and grace from image shine 

Of Virgin Mother of our King. 
When first appeared this holy face 

The joyous crowds among 
A thousand blessings filled the place, 

And spread o'er all the throng. 
From Latium the plague expelled 

And countless wonders wrought; 
From soul and body woes repelled 

Of those the shrine who sought. 
Help, Mother, still in beauty crowned, 

Thy children from despair! 
O potent Virgin, still renowned, 

Hark to thy suppliants' prayer! 
To Him be praise and glory given, 

And to His glorious Son; 
Who with the Spirit reigns in heaven, 

Our God threefold, yet one. 

I. Nocturn. 

1 Ant. Take wise counsel, and cast not away my 
advice. 

Psalms as on the Feasts of the B. V. M. 

2 Ant. Do thou nothing without counsel, and thou 
shalt not repent when thou hast done. 

3 Ant. Hear instruction and be wise, and refuse it not. 

V. All good things came to me together with her. 
R. And innumerable riches through her hands. 
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Lectio I. — Prov. ii. 10. 
Si intraverit sapientia cor tuum, et scientia animse 
tuae placuerit, consilium custodiette, et prudentia serva- 
bit te, ut eruaris a via mala et ab homine qui perversa 
loquitur; qui relinquunt iter rectum, et ambulant per 
vias tenebrosas; qui laetantur cum male fecerint et exul- 
tant in rebus pessimis, quorum viae perversae sunt, et 
infames gressus eorum. 

R. Si sapientiam invocaveris, et inclinaveris cor tuum 
prudentiae: Tunc intelliges timorem Domini, et scien- 
tiam Dei invenies. 

V. Quia Dominus dat sapientiam et ex ore ejus pru- 
dentia et scientia. Tunc intelliges. 

Lectio II. — prov. iii. 21. 
Fili mi, ne effluant haec ab oculis tuis. Custodi legem 
atque consilium, et erit vita animae tuae, et gratia fau- 
cibus tuis. Tunc ambulabis fiducialiter in via tua, et 
pes tuus non impiriget. Si dormieris non timebis, 
quiesces et suavis erit somnus tuus. Ne paveas re- 
pentino terrore, et irruentes tibi potentias impiorum. 
Dominus enim in latere tuo, et custodient pedem tuum 
ne capiaris. 

R. Si intraverit sapientia cor tuum, et scientia animse 
tuae placuerit : Consilium custodiet te et prudentia ser- 
vabit te. 

V. Ut eruaris a via mala, et ab homine qui per versa 
loquitur. Consilium. 

Lectio III. — Prov. viii. 12. 
Ego sapientia habito in consilio, et eruditis intersum 
cogitationibus. Timor Domini odit malum, arrogantiam, 
et superbiam, et viam pravam, et os bilinque detestor. 
Meum est consilium, et aequitas mea est prudentia, 
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Lesson I. — Prov. ii. 10. 

If wisdom shall enter into thy heart, and knowledge 
please thy soul: counsel shall keep thee, and prudence 
shall preserve thee; that thou mayst be delivered from 
the evil way, and from the man that speaketh perverse 
things ; who leave the right way, and walk by dark 
ways; who are glad when they have done evil, and re- 
joice in most wicked things; whose ways are perverse, 
and their steps infamous. 

R. If thou shalt call for wisdom, and incline thy 
heart to prudence, then shalt thou understand the fear 
of the Lord, and shalt find the knowledge of God. 

V. Because the Lord giveth wisdom, and out of His 
mouth cometh prudence and knowledge. Then shalt 
thou understand, etc. 

Lesson II. — Prov, iii. 21. 

My son, let not these things depart from thy eyes: 
keep the law and counsel; and there shall be life to thy 
soul, and grace to thy mouth; then shalt thou walk 
confidently in thy way, and thy foot shall not stumble. 
If thou sleep, thou shalt not fear: thou shalt rest, and 
thy sleep shall be sweet. Be not afraid of sudden fear, 
nor of the power of the wicked falling upon thee. For 
the Lord will be at thy side, and will keep thy foot that 
thou be not taken. 

R. If wisdom shall enter into thy heart, and knowl- 
edge please thy soul: counsel shall keep thee, and 
prudence shall preserve thee. 

V. That thou mayst be delivered from the evil way, 
and from the man that speaketh perverse things. Coun- 
sel shall keep thee, etc. 

Lesson III. — Prov. viii. 12. 
I wisdom dwell in counsel, and am present in learned 
thoughts. The fear of the Lord hateth evil: I hate arro- 
gance, and pride, and every wicked way, and a mouth 
with a double tongue. Counsel and equity is mine, pru- 
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mea est fortitudo. Per me reges regnat, et legum con- 
ditores justa decernunt. Per me principes imperant et 
potentesdecernunt justitiam. Ego diligentes me diligo: 
et qui mane vigilant ad me, invenient me. 

R. Beatus homo qui invenit sapientiam et qui affluit 
prudentia: Primi et purissimi fructus ejus. 

V. Pretiosior est cunctis opibus et omnia quae deside- 
rantur huic non valent comparari. Primi. Gloria 
Patri. Primi. 

In II. Nocturno. 

Ant. i a . Justi sunt omnes sermones rnei, non est in 
eis pravum quid neque perversum. 

Ant. 2 a . Consilium illius sicut fons vitas permanet. 

Ant. 3 a . Audi consilium, et suscipe disciplinam, ut sis 
sapiens in novissimis tuis. 

V. Viam sapientiae monstrabo tibi. 

R. Ducam te per semitas sequitatis. 

De Sermone S. P. N. Aug. Episc. 
In natali S. Joan Baptist. 
Lectio IV. 

Hominem concepit Elizabeth, hominem Maria: sed 
Elizabeth solum hominem, Maria Deum et hominem. 
Mira res est, quomodo potuerit concipere creatura Crea- 
torem. Quid est ergo intelligendum, Fratres mei, nisi 
quia ipse sibi fecit carnem de sola matre, qui fecit pri- 
mum hominem sine patre et matre ? Primus ille noster 
casus fuit, quando femina, per quam mortui sumus, in 
corde concepit venena serpentis. Persuasit enim ser- 
pens peccatum, et admissus est male suadens. Si pri- 
mus noster casus fuit, cum femina concepit corde venena 
serpentis, non mirandum, quod salus nostra facta est 
cum femina concepit in utero carnem Omnipotentis. 
Uterque ceciderat sexus; uterque fuerat reparandus. 
Per mulierem in interitum missi erramus: per mulierem 
nobis reddita est salus. 
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dence is mine, strength is mine. By me kings reign, and 
lawgivers decree just things. By me princes rule, and 
the mighty decree justice. I love them that love me: and 
they that in the morning early watch for me, shall find me. 

R. Happy is the man that findeth wisdom, and is rich 
in prudence, her chiefest and purest fruit. 

V. She is more precious than all riches, and all the 
things that are desired are not to be compared to her. 
Her chiefest, etc. Glory be, etc. Her chiefest, etc. 

II. NOCTURN. 

1 Ant. All my words are just; there is nothing 
wicked nor perverse in them. 

2 Ant. His counsel continueth like a fountain of life. 

3 Ant. Hear counsel, and receive instruction, that 
thou mayst be wise in thy latter end. 

V. I will show thee the way of wisdom. 
R. I will lead thee by the paths of equity. 

From the Sermon of St. Augustine. 
On the A T ativity of St. John the Baptist. 
Lesson IV. 

Elizabeth conceived a man, Mary also a man: but 
Elizabeth a man only; Mary, the God-man. It is a 
wonderful thing how a creature could conceive the Cre- 
ator. What does this mean, my brethren, but that He 
who made the first man without a father or a mother, 
made for Himself flesh from His mother alone. Our 
first fall was when the woman by whom we became sub- 
ject to death conceived the poison of the serpent in her 
heart. For the serpent persuaded her to sin; and she 
yielded to his evil counsel. If our first fall was when 
the woman conceived the poison of the serpent in her 
heart, it is no wonder that our salvation was effected 
when the woman conceived in her womb the flesh of the 
Omnipotent God. Both sexes had fallen; both needed 
reparation. By a woman we were ruined, and by a 
woman salvation was restored to us. 



206 OUR LADY OF GOOD COUNSEL. 



R. Fili, custodi legem atque consilium. Et erit vita 
animae tuae, et gratia faucibus tuis. 

V. Tunc ambulabis fiducialiter in via tua, et pes tuus 
non inpinget. Et erit vita animae tuae, et gratia facibus 
tuis. 

De Sermone Sancti Fulgentii Episc. 
De laudibus Marice ex partu Salvatoris. 
Lectio V. 

Quoniam diabolus per serpentem Evae locutus, per 
Evae aures mundo intulit mortem, Deus per Angelum ad 
Mariam pertulit verbum et cunctis saeculis vitam effudit. 
Angelus sermonem ejecit et Christum Virgo concepit. 
Hoc splendore concipitur Dei Filius, hac munditia gene- 
ratur. De ccelis medicus transiens per Virginem post 
transitum suum illaesam fecit Virginem permanere. Qui 
enim disrupta corporum membra in aliis poterat inte- 
grare tangendo, quanto magis in sua Matre, quod inve- 
nit integrum, potuit non violare nascendo ? Crevit 
enim ejus partu integritas corporis potius, quam decre- 
vit; et virginitas ampliata est potius quam fugata. 



R. Audi fill mi, et suscipe verba mea. Ut multipli- 
centur tibi anni vitae. • 

V. Viam sapientiae monstrabo tibi, ducam te per 
semitas aequitatis. Ut multiplicentur tibi anni vitae. 

Lectio VI. 

Maria quam praeclarissimis tribus bonis sublimetur, 
ausculta salutationis angelicae, benedictionis divinae, et 
plenitudinis gratiae. Sic enim earn legitur salutasse: Ave 
Maria, gratia plena, benedicta inter mulieres. Et ut 
nihil non sublime esset in hac sanctissima Virgine, quam 
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R. My son, keep the law and counsel. And there 
shall be life to thy soul, and grace to thy mouth. 

V. Then shalt thou walk confidently in thy way, and 
thy foot shall not stumble. And there shall be life to 
thy soul, etc. 

From the Sermon of St. Fulgentius, Bishop. 

The praise of Mary, through the birth of the Saviour. 

Lesson V. 

Just as the devil by the serpent spoke to Eve and 
through the ears of Eve sent death into the world, so 
God by an angel sent the word to Mary, and through her 
life to the whole world. The angel spoke and the Vir- 
gin conceived Christ. In this splendor is the Son of 
God conceived; from this purity is He generated. The 
heavenly physician passing through the Virgin did not 
injure her integrity or purity by coming into the world. 
She still remained a virgin. For He who by His touch 
restored integrity to the injured bodies of men, for a 
greater reason left His mother, whom He found a virgin, 
a virgin still after His birth. Her integrity increased 
rather than decreased by His coming into the world; 
and her virginity glorified rather than tarnished by the 
birth of her divine Son. 

R. Hear, O my son, and receive my words, that 
years of life may be multiplied to thee. 

V. I will show thee the way of wisdom, I will lead 
thee by the paths of equity. That years of life, etc. 

Lesson VI. 

Hear how Mary has been glorified by three most illus- 
trious gifts— the angelical salutation, the divine blessing, 
and the fulness of grace. For we read that thus he saluted 
her: " Hail, Mary, full of grace, blessed among women;" 
and in order that there should be nothing that is not 
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Angelus gratia plenam salutavit, non sine divino con- 
silio factum est, ut ejus etiam imagines summo essent in 
honore et prodigiis miraculisque clarescerent. Quas in- 
ter ea tribus abhinc saeculis prsecipuo honore colitur, 
quae Paulo secundo sedente, mirabili apparitione in 
pariete Ecclesiae Patrum Ordinis Eremitarum Sancti 
Augustini in Oppido Genestani Praenestinae Dicecesis, ex 
pontificiis diplomatibus et supparibus monumentis com- 
probatur. Quibus permotus Pius Papa Sextus praefatis 
ejusdem Oppidi Ccenobitis Ofiicium proprium concessit 
septimo Kalendas Majas, ipso scilicet Apparitiones die, 
recitandum, ac deinde illud die, quae immediate subse- 
quitur pro ejus recitatione in posterum assignata ad 
universum praedictum Ordinem sub ritu duplicis majoris 
extendit. Leo vero decimus tertius ad augendum cultum 
erga beatissimam Virginem sub titulo Matris Boni Con- 
silii novum hoc officium approbavit. 



R. Ausculta sermones meos et ad eloquia mea inclina 
aurem tuam: Ne recedant ab oculis tui-s, custodi ea in 
medio cordis tui. 

V. Vita enim sunt invenientibus ea et universae carni 
sanitas. Ne recedant. Gloria Patri. Ne recedant ab 
oculis tuis, custodi ea in medio cordis tui. 

In III. Nocturno. 

Ant. i a . Via stulti recta in oculis ejus, qui autem 
sapiens est audit consilia. 

Ant. 2*. Cor boni consilii statue tecum, non est enim 
tibi aliud pluris illo. 

Ant. 3 a . Sapiens cor et intelligibile abstinebit se a 
peccatis et in operibus justitiae successus habebit. 

V. Corona sapientiae timor Domini. 
R. Replens pacem et salutis fructum. 
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sublime in this Most Holy Virgin, whom the angel salut- 
ed as full of grace, it is not without the action of Divine 
Counsel that even her images should be held in the 
highest honor, and be illustrated with prodigies and 
miracles. Amongst these, that image which appeared 
wonderfully upon the wall of the church of the Fathers 
of the Order of Hermits of St. Augustine, in the town 
of Genazzano and diocese of Palestrina, in the Pontifi- 
cate of Paul II., is principally honored, as is proved by 
Pontifical diplomas, and monuments of nearly equal 
weight. Moved by which facts, Pope Pius VI. conceded 
to the religious of the said town a Proper Office to be 
recited on the seventh of the kalends of May (25th 
April), that is to say, on the very day of the Apparition; 
and then, upon the day immediately following, fixed in 
future for its recitation, he extended it to the whole of 
the aforesaid Order, under the rite of a double major. 
But Leo XIII., to increase devotion towards the B. V., 
under the title of Our Mother of Good Counsel has ap- 
proved this new office. 

R. Hearken to my words, and incline thy ear to my 
sayings: Let them not depart from thy eyes, keep them 
in the midst of thy heart. 

V. For they are life to those that find them, and 
health to all flesh. Let them not depart, etc. Glory be, 
etc. Let them not depart, etc. 

HI. NOCTURN. 

1 Ant. The way of the fool is right in his own eyes; 
but he that is wise hearkeneth unto counsels. 

2 Ant. Establish within thyself a heart of good counsel; 
for there is no other thing of more worth to thee than it. 

3 Ant. A wise heart, and which hath understanding, 
will abstain from sins, and in the works of justice shall 
have success. 

V. The fear of the Lord is a crown of wisdom. 
R. Filling up peace and the fruit of salvation. 



14 
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Lectio VII. — Luc. i. 26. 

In illo tempore: Missus est Angelus Gabriel a Deo in 
civitatem Galilaeae cui nomen Nazareth, ad Virginem 
desponsatam viro, cui nomen erat Joseph de domo David, 
et nomen Virgin is Maria. Et reliqua. 

Homilia Sancti Bernardi Abbatis. 

(Ex Homil. 2, super Missus circa finem.) 

Et nomen, inquit, Virginis Maria, quod interpretatum 
maris Stella dicitur. Ipsa namque est nobilis ilia Stella ex 
Jacob orta, cujus radius universum orbem illuminat. 
Ipsa, inquam, est prseclara et eximia Stella super hoc 
mare magnum et spatiosum necessario sublevata micans 
meritis illustrans exemplis. O quisquis te intelligis in 
hujus saeculi profluvio magis inter procellas ettempesta- 
tes fluctuare, quam per terram ambulare; ne avertas 
oculos a fulgore hujus sideris, si non vis obrui procellis. 
Si insurgant venti tentationum, si incurras scopulos 
tribulationum respice Stellam, voca Mariam. Si jactaris 
superbiae undis, si ambitionis, si detractionis, si aemula- 
tionis, respice Stellam, voca Mariam. Si criminum 
immanitate turbatus, conscientiae fceditate confusus, 
judicii horrore perterritus, barathro incipias absorberi 
tristitiae, desperationis abysso, cogita Mariam. In peric- 
ulis, in angustiis, in rebus dubiis, Mariam cogita, Mariam 
invoca. Ipsam sequens, non devias; ipsam rogans, non 
desperas; ipsam cogitans, non erras; ipsa tenente, non 
corruis; ipsa protegente non metuis; ipsa duce, non 
fatigaris, ipsa propitia pervenis, et sic in temetipso ex- 
pends quam merito dictum sit; et nomen Virginis 
Maria. 
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Lesson VII. — St. Luke i. 26. 

At that time: The Angel Gabriel was sent from God 
into a city of Galilee, called Nazareth, to a virgin 
espoused to a man whose name was Joseph, of the 
house of David; and the virgin's name was Mary. Etc. 

Homily of St'. Bernard. 

(2 Super, Missus super finem.) 

And the name of the Virgin, the Evangelist says, was 
Mary, which being interpreted means, "Star of the 
Sea." For she is that noble Star risen out of Jacob, 
whose ray illuminates the whole world. For she, I say, 
is that effulgent and most beautiful Star, raised by her 
destiny above that wide and far-reaching sea, shining 
over it by her virtues and lighting up its paths by her 
example. Oh! whoever you be who experience that this 
life is more like a stormy sea, where we are tossed about 
by the tempests, than firm land, turn not your eyes 
from this Star if you wish to avoid shipwreck. If the 
winds of temptation arise, if you find yourself amongst 
the rocks and quicksands of trouble and affliction, look 
to this Star; call on Mary. If you are agitated by the 
waves of pride, ambition, detraction, envy, look to this 
Star; call on Mary. If the enormity of your crimes 
casts you into trouble; if, terrified by the vision of judg- 
ment, sadness oppresses you, and you feel plunged 
into the abyss of despair — think on Mary. In perils, in 
dangers, in doubts and difficulties — think on Mary, call on 
Mary. Following her, you shall not stray; calling on 
her, you shall not despair; thinking on her, you shall 
not err; if she support you, you cannot fail; if she pro- 
tect you, you cannot fear; if she lead the way, you shall 
not grow weary; if she be propitious, you will succeed. 
And thus in yourself you will experience how truly it 
hath been said: "And the name of the Virgin was 
Mary " 
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R. Filii, audite me: Beati qui custodiunt vias meas. 

V. Audite disciplinam et estote sapientes et nolite 
abjicere earn. Beati qui custodiunt vias meas. 

Lectio VIII. 
Intuere, o homo, consilium Dei, agnosce consilium 
sapientiae, consilium pietatis. Redempturus humanum 
genus, praetium universum contulit in Madam. Altius 
ergo intuemini quanto devotionis affectu a nobis voluerit 
honorari, qui totius boni plenitudinem posuit in Maria; ut 
proinde, si quid spei in nobis est, si quid gratise, si quid 
salutis, abea noverimus redundare, quae ascendit deliciis 
affluens. Tolle Mariam hanc maris stellam, quid nisi 
caligo involvens, umbra mortis et densissimae tenebrae 
relinquuntur ? Totis ergo medullis cordium, totis prae- 
cordiorum affectibus, et votis omnibus Mariam banc 
veneremur, quia sic est voluntas ejus, qui totum nos 
habere voluit per Mariam. In omnibus siquidem et per 
omnia providens miseris trepidationem nostram solatur, 
fidem excitat, spem roborat, diffidentiam abigit, erigit 
pusillanimitatem. 

R. Principium sapientiae timor Domini : Et scientia 
sanctorum prudentia. 

V. Per me enim multiplicabuntur dies tui, et addentur 
tibi antii vitae. Et scientia. Gloria Patri. Et scientia. 

Lectio IX. 

Ad Patrem verebaris accedere, solo auditu territus ad 
folia fugiebas : Jesum tibi dedit mediatorem. Sed 
forsitan et in ipso majestatem vereare divinam quod 
licet factus sit homo manserit tamen Deus. Advocatum 
habere vis et ad ipsum ? Ad Mariam recurre. Pura si- 
quidem humanitas in Maria. Nec dubius dixerim, exau- 
dietur et ipsa pro reverentia sua. Exaudiet utique 
Matrem Filius, et exaudiet Filium Pater. Filioli, haec 
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R. Ye children, hear me: Blessed are they that keep 
my ways. 

V. Hear instruction and be wise, and refuse it not. 
Blessed are they that, etc. 

Lesson VIII. 

O man, look into the counsel of God; recognize the 
counsel of wisdom, the counsel of piety. When about 
to redeem the human race, He placed the whole price 
of redemption in Mary. You will therefore see more 
fully with what great affection of devotion He wished 
her, in whom He had established the plenitude of all good, 
to be honored by us. Take away Mary, the Star of the 
Sea, and what remains but overwhelming obscurity, the 
densest darkness, and the shadow of death? Therefore, 
with every fibre of our hearts, with every affection of our 
souls, and with all our ardor of devotion, let us venerate 
Mary; for such is the wish of Him who hath willed that 
we should obtain everything through her. For in all 
things, and before all things, providing for our miseries, 
she consoles us in our fears, excites our faith, strengthens 
our hope, drives away our diffidence, and gives us forti- 
tude in our weakness. 

R. The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom; 
and the knowledge of the holy is prudence. 

V. For by me shall thy days be multiplied, and years 
of life shall be added to thee. And the knowledge', etc. 
Glory be, etc. And the knowledge, etc. 

Lesson IX. 

Ashamed to come to God the Father, and frightened 
by the sound of His voice, you fled to the shadow of the 
leaves. He hath given you Jesus as a Mediator; but, 
perhaps, in Him you are confounded by the Divine 
Majesty, for though He hath become man, He hath not 
ceased to be God. Do you wish an advocate with Him ? 
Have recourse, then, to Mary. There is but Jesus' 
humanity in Mary. And, I say to you, be net doubtful, 
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peccatorum scala, haec mea maxima fiducia est, haec tota 
ratio spei meae. Quid enim? Potestne Filius aut re- 
pellere, aut sustinere repulsam ? Non audire, aut non 
audiri Filius potest? Neutrum plane. Invenisti, ait 
Angelus, gratiam apud Deura : feliciter. Semper haec 
"nveniet gratiam, et sola est gratia qua salvamur. Quid 
nos alia concupiscimus, fratres ? Quaeramus gratiam, et 
per Mariam quaeramus, quia quod quaerit invenit, et 
frustrari non potest. Quaeramus gratiam, sed gratiam 
apud Deum: nam apud homines gratia fallax. Quae- 
rant alii meritum, nos invenire gratiam studeamus. Quid 
enim ? Non gratiae est quod hie sumus ? profecto miseri- 
cordiae Domini est quod non sumus consumpti. 



Te Deum. 

AD LAUDES ET PER HORAS. 

Ant. i a . Ego mater pulchrae dilectionis, et timoris, et 
agnitionis, et sanctae spei. 
Psalmi de Dominica. 

Ant. 2 a . In me gratia omnis viae et veritatis, in me 
omnis spes vitae et virtutis. 

Ant. 3 a . Qui audit me non confundetur, et qui operan- 
tur in me non peecabunt. 

Ant. 4 a . Da mihi sedium tuarum assistricem sapien- 
tiam, et noli me reprobare a filiis tuis. 

Ant.^ 5 a . Optavi et datus est mihi sensus et invocavi 
et venit in me spiritus sapientiae. 

CAPITULUM. — Prov. viii. 34. 
Beatus homo qui audit me et qui vigilat ad fores meas 
quotidie, et observat ad postes ostii mei. Qui me inven- 
erit inveniet vitam, et hauriet salutem a Domino. 
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for she will be heard for the sake of the reverence He 
owes to her. The Son will surely hear the Mother, and 
the Father will hear the Son. My children, behold the 
ladder of sinners. This is my greatest confidence— this 
is the whole reason of my hope. What, then! Can the 
Son repel, or can He continue to repel? Can the Son 
fail to hear, or to be heard ? Neither, certainly. " Thou 
hast found," said the Angel, " grace with God." How 
happy! She will always find grace; and it is by grace 
alone' that we are saved. Brethren, what else can we 
desire? Let us seek grace, and let us seek it through 
Mary, because what she seeks she finds, and her work 
is never in vain. Let us seek grace, but grace with God; 
for deceitful is the favor of men. Others seek merit: we 
study to find grace. What, then! Is it not by grace 
that we are here ? Surely, it is by the mercy of the Lord 
that we are not destroyed. 
Te Deum. 

AT LAUDS AND HOURS. 

1 Ant. I am the Mother of fair love, and of fear, and 
of knowledge, and of holy hope. 

Psalms as on Sunday. 

2 Ant. In me is all grace of the way and of the truth, 
and in me is all hope of life and of virtue. 

3 Ant. He that hearkeneth to me shall not be con- 
founded, and they that work by me shall not sin. 

4 Ant. Give me wisdom, that sitteth by thy throne, 
and cast me not off from among thy children. 

5 Ant. I wished, and understanding was given me: 
and I called upon God, and the spirit of wisdom came 
upon me. 

The Little Chapter. — Prov. viii. 34. 
Blessed is the man that heareth me, and that watcheth 
at my gates, and waiteth at the posts of my doors. He 
that shall find me shall find life, and shall have salvation 
from the Lord. 



2l6 OUR LADY OF GOOD COUNSEL. 



Hymnus, "O gloriosa Virginum," ut in festis B. M. 

V. Dignare me laudare te, Virgo sacrata. 
R. Da mihi virtutem contra hostes tuos. 

Ad Benedictits. 
Ant. Beata Mater et intacta Virgo, regina mundi, 
nostras deprecationes ne despicias in necessitatibus, sed 
• periculis cunctis libera nos semper. 

Oratio, tit supra ad Vesp. 
AD TERTIAM. 
Capitulum. Beatus homo, ut supra. 
R. br. Venerunt mihi omnia bona: Pariter cum ilia 
venerunt. 

V. Et innumerabilis honestas per mantis illius. 
Pariter. Gloria Patri. Venerunt. 
V. Viam sapientiae monstrabo tibi. 
R. Ducam te per semitas sequitatis. 

AD SEXTAM. 
Capitulum. — Prov. vi. 20. 
Conserva, fili mi, prsecepta patris tui et ne dimittas 
legem matris tuae, liga ea in corde tuo jugiter, et cir- 
cumda gutturi tuo. 

R. br. Viam sapientiae : Monstrabo tibi. Viam sapi- 
entiae. 

V. Ducam te per semitas sequitatis. Monstrabo. 
Gloria Patri. Viam sapientiae. 

V. Corona sapientiae timor Domini. 
R. Replens pacem et salutis fructum. 

AD NONAM. 
Capitulum. — Prov. xxiii. 26. 
Praebe fili mi, cor tuum mihi, et oculi tui vias meas 
custodiant. 

R. br. Corona sapientiae timor Domini. Corona, etc. 
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Hymn. " O gloriosa Virginum," as on the feasts of the 
B. V. M. 

V. Vouchsafe that I may praise thee, O sacred Virgin. 
R. Give me strength against thy enemies. 

At the Benedictus. 
Ant. Blessed Mother and inviolate Virgin, glorious 
Queen of the world, despise not our petitions in our 
necessities, but deliver us from all dangers. 

Prayer, same as at Vespers. 
AT TIERCE. 
The Little Chapter. Blessed is the man, as at Vespers. 
R. br. All good things came to me together with her. 

V. And innumerable riches through her hands. Came 
to me. Glory be. All good things, etc. 
V. I will show thee the way of wisdom. 
R. I will lead thee by the paths of equity. 

AT SIXTH. 
The Little Chapter. — Prov. vi. 20. 
My son, keep the commandments of thy father, and 
forsake not the law of thy mother. Bind them in thy 
heart continually, and put them about thy neck. 

R. br. I will show thee the way of wisdom; I will show 
thee, etc. 

V. I will lead thee by the paths of equity; I will show, 
etc. Glory be. The way of wisdom. 

V. The fear of the Lord is a crown of wisdom. 
R. Filling up peace and the fruit of salvation. 

AT NONE. 
The Little Chapter. — Prov. xxiii. 26. 
My son, give me thy heart, and let thy eyes keep my 
ways. 

R. The fear of the Lord is a crown of wisdom. The 
fear, etc. 
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V. Replens pacem et salutis fructum. Timor, etc 
Gloria Patri. Corona. 

V. Venite, filii, audite me. 
R. Timorem Domini docebo vos. 

IN II. VESPERIS. 

Omnia tit in Pritnis prater: 
Ad Magnificat. Ant. Felix es, sacra Virgo Maria, et 
omni laude dignissima: quia ex te ortus est sol justitise, 
Chnstus Deus noster, magni Consilii Angelus. 



AD MISSAM. 

Introitus. 

Gaudeamus omnes in Domino, diem festum cele- 
brantes, sub honore Beatae Mariae Virginis, de cuius 
solemnitate gaudent Angeli, et collaudant Filium Dei 
Alleluia, alleluia. 

Ps. xliv. Eructavit cor meum verbum bonum; dico 
ego opera mea regi. 

V. Gloria Patri. 

Oratio. 

Deus, qui Genitricem dilecti Filii tui Matrem nobis 
dedisti, ejusque speciosam imaginem mira apparitione 
clanficare dignatus es: concede, qusesumus, ut ejusdem 
monitis jugiter inhaerentes, secundum cor tuum vivere 
et ad ccelestem patriam feliciter pervenire valeamus. 
Per eumdem Dominum. 

Lectio Libri Sapienti^e.— Eccli. xxiv. 23. 
Ego quasi vitis fructificavi suavitatem odoris; et flores 
mei fructus honoris et honestatis. Ego Mater pulchrse 
dilectionis, et timoris, et agnitionis, et sanctae spei. In 
me gratia omnis via? et veritatis, in me omnis spes vitas 
et virtutis. Transite ad me omnes qui concupiscitis me, 
et a generationibus meis implemini: spiritus enim meus 
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V. Filling up peace and the fruit of salvation. The 
fear, etc. Glory be, etc. The fear, etc. 
V. Come, children, hear me. 
R. I will teach, you the fear of the Lord. 

IN THE II. VESPERS. 

Everything the same as in the first, with the exception: 
Ant. at Magnificat. Thou art happy, O holy Virgin 
Mary, and most worthy of all praise: for out of thee 
arose the Sun of justice, Christ our Lord, the Angel of 
the great council. 



AT MASS. 
Introit. 

Let us all rejoice in the Lord, whilst we celebrate this 
festival in honor of the Blessed Virgin Mary, on whose 
solemnity the angels rejoice, and praise the Son of God. 
Alleluia, alleluia. 

Ps. xliv. My heart hath uttered a good word. I 
speak my works to the King. 

V. Glory be, etc. 

Prayer. - 

O God, Who hast given us the Mother of Thy Beloved 
Son to be our Mother also, and hast glorified her 
beauteous image by a wondrous apparition; grant, we 
beseech Thee, that following her counsels, we may live 
according to Thine own heart, and may safely reach our 
heavenly home. Through the same, etc. Amen. 

Lesson from the Book of Wisdom. — Ecclus. xxiv. 23. 

As the vine I have brought forth a pleasant odor ; and 
my flowers are the fruit of honor and riches. I am the 
mother of fair love, and of fear, and of knowledge, and 
of holy hope. In me is all grace of the way and of the 
truth;' in me is all hope of life and of virtue. Come 
over to me, all ye that desire me, and be filled with my 
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super mel dulcis, et haereditas mea super mel et favum: 
memoria mea in generationes saeculorum. Qui edunt 
me, adhuc esurient: et qui bibunt me, adhuc sitient. 
Qui audit me, non confundetur; et qui operantur in 
me, non peccabunt. Qui elucidant me vitam aeternam 
habebunt. Alleluia, alleluia. 

V. Ave Maria, gratia plena, Dominus tecum: Bene- 
dicta tu in mulieribus. Alleluia. 

Per te, Dei genitrix, nobis est vita perdita data quae 
de ccelo suscepisti prolem et mundo genuisti Salva- 
torem. Alleluia. 

Si celebretur post tempus Paschale, dicitur: 
Graduale. — Prov. viii. 12. 
Ego sapientia habito in consilio, et eruditis intersum 
cogitationibus. 

V. Beatus homo qui audit me et vigilat ad fores meas 
quotidie, et observat ad postes ostii mei. Alleluia, 
alleluia. 

V. Qui me invenerit, inveniet vitam et hauriet salu- 
tem a Domino. Alleluia. 

Post Septuag., omissis Alleluia, et V. sea. dicitur: 

Tractus. — Prov. viii. 14. 

Meum est consilium et equitas, mea est prudentia, mea 
est fortitude Ego diligentes me diligo: et qui mane 
vigilant ad me invenient me. 

V. In viis justitiae ambulo, in medio semitarum 
judicii. 

V. Ut ditem diligentes me et thesauros eorum 
repleam. 

^*Sequentia Sancti Evangelii secundum Lucam. 
In illo tempore: Missus est Angelus Gabriel a Deo in 
civitatem Galilaeae, cui nomen Nazareth, ad Virginem 
desponsatum viro, cui nomen erat Joseph, de domo 
David, et nomen virginis Maria. Et ingressus Angelus 
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fruits. For my spirit is sweet above honey, and my 
inheritance above honey and honey-comb. My memory 
is unto everlasting generations. They that eat me, shall 
yet hunger; and they that drink me, shall yet thirst. 
He that hearkeneth to me, shall not be confounded; and 
they that work by me, shall not sin. They that explain 
me, shall have life everlasting. Alleluia, alleluia. 

V. Hail, Mary, full of grace, the Lord is with thee: 
blessed art thou among women. Alleluia. 

Life that was lost has been restored to us through 
thee. O Mother of God, who didst receive from heaven 
thy Son, and didst bring forth the world's Redeemer. 
Alleluia. 

A fter Easter say: 
Graduale. — Prov. viii. 12. 
I wisdom dwell in counsel, and am present in learned 
thoughts. 

V. Blessed is the man that heareth me, and that 
watcheth daily at my gates, and waiteth at the posts of 
my doors. Alleluia. 

V. He that shall find me, shall find life, and shall 
have salvation from the Lord. Alleluia, alleluia. 
After Septuagesima instead of the Alleluia and the 
Versicle, say: 
Tractus. — Prov. viii. 14. 

Counsel and equity is mine, prudence is mine, 
strength is mine. I love them that love me: and they 
that in the morning early watch for me, shall find me. 

V. I walk in the way of justice, in the midst of the 
paths of judgment. 

V. That I may enrich them that love me and may fill 
their treasures. 
•bThe continuation of the holy Gospel according to Luke. 

At that time: The Angel Gabriel was sent from God 
into a city of Galilee, called Nazareth, to a virgin es- 
poused to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house 
of David, and the virgin's name was Mary. And the 
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ad earn dixit: Ave, gratia, plena, Dominus tecum: bene- 
dicta tu in mulieribus. Quae cum audisset, turbata est 
in sermone ejus, et cogitabat qualis esset ista salutatio. 
Et ait Angelus ei: Ne timeas, Maria, invenisti enim 
gratiam apud Deum: ecce concipies in utero, et paries 
filium, et vocabis nomen ejus Jesum. Hie erit magnus 
et Filius Altissimi vocabitur, et dabit illi Dominus Deus 
sedem David patris ejus: et regnabit in domo Jacob in 
aeternum, et regni ejus non erit finis. 



Offertorium. 
Recordare Virgo Mater, in conspectu Dei, ut loquaris 
pro nobis bona et ut avertat indignationem suam a no- 
bis. Alleluia. 

Secreta. 

Sanctifica, Domine, qusesumus, oblata libamina, et 
Beatae Dei Genitricis Mariae saluberrima intercessione, 
nobis salutaria fore concede. Per eumdem. 

Pr/EFAtio B. M. V.— Et te in Festivitate, etc. 

COMMUNIO. 

Regina mundi dignissima. Maria, Virgo perpetua, in- 
tercede pro nostra pace et salute, quae genuisti Christum 
Dominum Salvatorem omnium. Alleluia. 

POSTCOMMUNIO. 

Adjuvet nos, quaesumus. Domine, gloriosae tuae geni- 
tricis semperque Virginis Mariae, intercessio veneranda: 
ut quos perpetuis cumulavit beneficiis, ea quae agenda 
sunt jugiter videre faciat, et adimplenda quae viderint 
convalescere. Qui vivis. 

Concordat cum Originali. In fidein, etc. Ex Secreta* 
ria Sacrorum Rituum Congrcgationis hac die 30 Januarii, 
1885. Pro. R. P. D. Laurentio Salvati, Secretario. 
Joannes Can. Ponzi, Substitutes. 
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